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THE  CHEMISTS'  AND  DRUGGISTS'  DIARY, 
1904. 

This  work  is  presented  free  to  all  subscribers  to  The  Chemist 
and  Druggist.  In  consequence  of  our  exceptionally  large 
colonial  and  foreign  circulation  the  Diary  has  to  go  to  press 
comparatively  early,  so  that  the  work  may  be  printed,  bound, 
despatched,  and  delivered  to  subscribers  abroad  before  Christmas. 
Our  Diary  is  the  most  esteemed  and  valuable  advertising-medium 
of  the  kind  in  the  world.  It  is  used  all  the  year  round  as  a 
buying  aid  by  the  best  business-men  in  the  drug-trade.  Adver- 
tisers should,  therefore,  be  sure  of  getting  space  in  it  for  their 
announcements  by  addressing 
The  Publisher  of  The  Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Diary, 
42  Cannon  Street,  London,  E.C. 


Summary 


German  Trade  in  1902  is  reviewed  in  an  article  on  p.  468. 

Sodium  Bismuthate  is  much  in  demand  at  Shellield  just  now 
(p.  453). 

Chemists  and  Druggists  may  now  sell  picric  acid  for  petrol 
motors  (p.  469). 

A  New  Fungus  Disease  in  turnips  is  described  by  Mr.  W. 
Carruthers  (p.  453). 

Numerous  Points  in  regard  to  the  ailment  name  regulation  are 
dealt  with  on  pp.  475-6. 

Glamorgan  drugs  show  exceptional  purity,  according  to  the 
county  analyst  (p.  452). 

A  Bell  for  the  door  of  No.  17  Bloomsbury  Square  is  F.  R.'s 
design  this  week  (p.  464). 

A  Poisoning-case  that  merits  the  Pharmaceutic:,!  Council's 
attention  is  reported  on  p.  454. 

The  Confectioners'  and  Bakers'  Exhibition,  held  in  London 
this  week,  is  dealt  with  on  p.  473. 

The  German  tariff  for  chemical  and  drug  imports  has  been 
modified.    For  particulars  see  p.  469. 

The  Cape  Pharmacy  Board  Election  is  causing  some  stir 
amongst  our  confreres  in  South  Afiica  (p.  459). 

Some  Legal  Items,  which  came  too  late  for  inclusion  in  the 
proper  quarter,  will  be  found  in  our  Coloured  Supplement. 

Our  Legal  Reports  are  this  week  confined  to  Sale  of  Food  and 
Drugs  Acts  cases,  one  of  them  in  regard  to  tr.  iodi  (p.  460). 

Some  grocers  want  to  know  how  the  new  Medicine-stamp  Acts 
ruling  will  affect  them.  Their  Federation  Secretary  is  optimistic 
(p.  453). 

Our  "Diary"  Formulary,  treacle,  Ibsen,  incense,  and 
American  advertisements  are  the  subjects  of  "  Xrayser's  "  notes 
(p.  465). 

There  is  trouble  in  the  Paris  School  of  Pharmacy,  because 
Berthelot's  son  has  been  appointed  to  the  professorial  staff 
(p.  457). 

Those  who  wish  to  send  formulre  for  The  Chemists'  and 
Druggists'  Diary  will  oblige  by  reading  the  paragraph  on 
p.  469. 

The  Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ireland 
has  resolved  to  carry  the  Ballinasloe  sheep-dip  case  to  the  High 
Court  (p.  483). 

A  Manchester  Chemist  who  had  to  attend  an  inquest  in  which 
his  febrifuge  was  concerned  has  been  severely  handled  by  the 
Coroner  (p.  454). 

Interesting  Information  regarding  the  cultivation  of  pepper- 
mint in  Mitcham  and  the  United  States  is  given  in  an  article  by 
Mr.  A.  M.  Todd  on  p.  482. 

The  Penny  Trade  will  be  substantially  relieved  if  full 
advantage  is  taken  of  Exemption  1,  Medicine-stamp  Act,  1812. 
We  give  particulars  on  p.  467. 

The  export  and  import  trade  of  this  country  during  August  was 
again  very  satisfactory.  This  year,  so  far,  our  exports  have  been 
a  million  a  month  more  than  last  year  (p.  467). 

The  Citral-content  of  Lemon  Oil  has  brought  two  important 
letters  from  Sicily,  which  support  the  view  that  the  commercial 
standard  should  be  lowered  from  7-7|  per  cent,  to  4-4i  per  cent, 
(p.  474). 

Professor  C.  S.  N.  Hallberg,  of  Chicago,  communicates  a 
practical  paper  on  the  preparation  of  medicinal  plasters,  which 
embodies  original  ideas  for  those  with  an  indiarubber  basis 
(p.  471). 

The  Chemical  and  Drug  Trades  Section  of  the  London  Chamber 
of  Commerce  has  done  good  service  for  its  members  and  is  doing 
more.  Messrs.  John  C.  Umney  and  T.  Tyrer  write  about  the 
matter  on  p.  474. 

Sir  Norman  Lockyer,  President  of  the  British  Association, 
wants  more  Universities  and  greater  Government  liberality  for 
higher  education.  We  give  his  portrait  and  passages  from  his 
address  on  p.  470,  and  comment  upon  it  (p.  466). 

The  features  of  the  markets  are  an  advance  in  makers'  prices 
of  quinine,  a  further  reduction  in  quicksilver  and  mercurials,  and 
a  substantial  advance  in  shellac.  Canary-seed  and  pimento  are 
also  higher.  Menthol  and  Japanese  peppermint  oil  are  weaker. 
Offers  of  re-sale  parcels  of  cascara  sagrada  momentarily  prevent  a 
further  advance  in  this  article.    Business  is  fair  (p.  478). 
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Local  newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting 
to  the  trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


Brevities. 

The  S  waff  bam  Board  of  Guardians  in  Norfolk  have  ap- 
pointed Mr.  G.  E.  Knights  to  be  chemist  to  the  workhouse. 

A  Brentford  milkman  has  been  sent  to  prison  for  twenty- 
one  days  for  putting  "rennet"  in  the  milk  left  for  his 
customers  by  rival  milkmen. 

The  Bolton  County  Magistrates  have  granted  a  wine- 
licence  to  Mr.  Frederick  Oatley,  chemist  and  druggist,  of 
41  Winter  Hey  Lane,  Horwich. 

The  Manchester  Phaimaceutical  Association's  opening 
dinner  of  the  session  will  be  held  at  the  Albion  Hotel  in 
October,  and  not  in  November,  as  announced  last  week. 

A  youth  named  Knowles  was  remanded  at  Ashford  (Kent) 
Police  Court  on  September  9  on  a  charge  of  stealing  a 
camera,  value  23s.,  from  the  shop  of  Mr.  F.  W.  Stedman' 
chemist,  High  Street,  Ashford. 

James  Dimmock,  the  errand-boy  who  stole  a  dozen  bottles 
of  scent  (C.  Sf  D.,  September  5,  page  418)  from  his 
employers,  Messrs.  Hancock  &  Co.,  chemists,  128  Fleet  Street, 
E.C.,  has  been  sent  to  a  training-ship  for  four  years. 

On  September  4  a  fire  broke  out  in  the  two-storey  ware- 
house belonging  to  Messrs.  Boots  (Limited),  at  Gainsborough. 
The  flames  spread  rapidly,  and  in  spite  of  the  prompt  arrival 
of  the  fire-brigade  the  warehouse  was  completely  gutted. 

On  September  5  a  destructive  fire  occurred  at  Dodd's  Drug- 
stores, 280  Edgware  Koad,  W.  The  earliest  arrivals  among 
the  firemen  found  a  back  building  of  one  floor  burning  fiercely, 
and  this  was  eventually  destroyed.  The  front  part  of  the 
premises  also  sustained  considerable  damage. 

A  young  lady  named  Daniels,  charged  at  Westminster 
Police  Court,  on  September  8,  with  attempting  to  commit 
suicide,  was  stated  to  be  a  victim  of  the  morphine-habit. 
On  promising  never  to  touch  morphine  again,  she  was  dis- 
charged. 

At  Lambeth  Police  Court  on  September  5,  a  general  dealer 
named  Norman  was  sentenced  to  twenty-one  days'  hard 
labour  for  being  drunk  while  in  charge  of  a  trap,  whereby  he 
knocked  down  and  injured  Mr.  William  Bellamy,  chemist, 
Brixton,  who  was  cycling. 

Another  large  discovery  of  fullers'  earth  has  been  made 
in  the  Isle  of  Man  upon  farms  close  to  the  town  of  Kamsey. 
A  sample  of  the  mineral,  after  being  favourably  reported  on 
by  a  local  manufacturer,  was  sent  to  experts  in  London,  who 
have  also  given  a  favourable  opinion. 

At  Mansion  House  Police  Court  on  September  7,  Thomas 
Boulden  (30),  warehouseman,  was  remanded  on  a  charge  of 
stealing  golden  syrup,  vinegar,  barley  sugar,  hair-oil,  chloride 
of  lime,  hartshorn,  and  other  property  belonging  to  Messrs. 
H.  &  D.  Harvest,  drysalters,  of  Dowgate  Dock,  Upper  Thames 
Street,  E.C. 

George  Best,  clerk,  Peckham,  was  bound  over,  at  the 
Greenwich  Police  Court  on  September  3,  on  a  charge  of 
stealing  from  21  Catford  Hill,  S.E.,  a  box  of  tooth-powder,  a 
tablet  of  soap,  a  bottle  of  cod -liver  oil,  a  pot  of  cream,  and  a 
bottle  of  Blanc  de  Perles,  the  property  of  Messrs.  Hern  & 
Co.,  chemists. 

Colza  oil  is  not  good  for  fish-frying  purposes,  if  a  report 
from  Wilnecote,  near  Farnworth,  is  to  be  relied  on.  At  a 
fish-shop^  it  was  used  instead  of  the  usual  oil,  and  over 
thirty  persons  who  ate  the  fish  became  ill.  The  report  does 
not  say  what  condition  the  fish  were  in :  staleness  of  them 
might  account  for  the  symptoms. 

i  The  National  Veterinary  Association  are  holding  their 
annual  Conference  this  week  at  Bowness-on-Windermere. 
Mr.  Frank  Garnett  delivered  his  inaugural  address  on  Sep- 


tember 9,  advocating  a  Ministry  of  Public  Health  with  a 
veterinary  sub-department.  Dublin  was  chosen  for  next 
year's  meeting,  and  Mr.  Charles  Allen,  of  that  city,  was 
elected  President. 

John  Wall,  draper's  assistant,  Catford,  was  sentenced  to 
three  months'  hard  labour  at  the  Greenwich  Police  Court  on 
September  3  for  stealing  an  overcoat,  value  16s.,  belonging  to 
his  father,  Alfred  Wall,  described  as  a  chemist.  Prosecutor 
said  that  he  missed  the  coat  on  Saturday  from  his  wardrobe 
in  the  bedroom.  There  were  two  previous  convictions 
against  the  prisoner. 

Some  time  ago  the  Portsmouth  Town  Council  advertised 
for  a  public  analyst,  to  give  his  whole  time  to  the  work. 
The  gentleman  appointed  has  now,  by  a  17  to  4  vote,  been 
permitted  to  do  private  work,  paying  the  Council  half  the 
fees  he  receives.  Mr.  F.  G.  Foster  (chemist  and  druggist), 
one  of  the  councillors,  protested  against  this,  saying  that  it 
breaks  faith  with  the  Council. 

At  Bournemouth  Police  Court  on  September  1,  Alfred 
Newbrey  (19)  was  charged  with  stealing  a  51.  Bank  of 
England  note  and  cheques  to  the  value  of  61.,  the  property 
of  his  employer,  Mr.  John  Harris  Williams,  pharmaceutical 
chemist,  of  Commercial  Koad,  Bournemouth.  Prisoner  was 
sent  to  the  bank  with  the  money,  but  he  absconded  with  it 
instead.    He  was  bound  under  the  First  Offenders  Act. 

The  Bovril  Company  have  returned  to  the  attack  (see 
C.  4'  August  29,  page  399)  in  the  Councillor  and  Guar- 
dian regarding  the  respective  merits  of  bovril  and  beef-tea. 
They  reiterate  their  contention  that  the  use  of  bovril  is  a 
saving  to  the  ratepayers ;  while  the  C.  S;  G.  retorts  that  the 
question  of  cost,  &c,  is  a  mere  bagatelle  compared  with  the 
supply  of  proper  nourishing  food  to  inmates  of  public 
institutions. 

Aerated-water  makers  in  the  Metropolis  do  not  appear  to 
be  keen  on  workhouse  contracts.  At  the  Holborn  Board  of 
Guardians'  meeting  on  Wednesday,  September  9,  there  was 
only  one  tender  for  the  supply  of  aerated  waters — viz., 
Camwal  (Limited)— and  their  offer  was  consequently 
accepted :  Is.  9d.  for  soda-water,  in  syphons  (per  dozen), 
2s.  9d.  for  lemonade  and  lithia-water,  and  lOd.  per  dozen  for 
ginger-beer,  in  screw- stoppered  bottles. 

At  Huddersfield,  on  September  5,  Frederick  L.  Sykes  (20) 
was  bound  over  on  a  charge  of  stealing  a  bag  containing 
5Z.  5s.  3d.  from  the  Meltham  branch  of  Messrs.  Needhams 
(Limited),  chemists,  Huddersfield.  Sykes  knew  Mr.  Little- 
wood,  manager  of  the  branch,  and  was  allowed  to  make  use 
of  the  office-desk  to  write  some  correspondence  while  Mr. 
Littlewood  was  absent.  On  his  return  the  manager  found 
Sykes  gone,  and  with  him  the  money  from  the  till. 

The  Income-tax  Adjustment  Agency  (Limited)  suggests 
that  now  is  a  good  time  for  those  dissatisfied  with  their 
income-tax  assessments  to  appeal  against  them  to  the  Com- 
missioners for  special  purposes  at  Somerset  House.  "  The 
principal  occupation  of  these  gentlemen  is  the  hearing  of 
appeals  ;  and  not  only  do  they  understand  income-tax  as  no 
local  commissioners  do,  but  they  can  be  relied  upon  to  treat 
appellants  with  courtesy,  and  to  see  that  they  get  fair  play." 

A  paternity-order  was  made  at  Swansea  last  week  against 
Thomas  Jenkins,  who  had  been  managing  a  chemist's  busi- 
ness in  London.  It  was  stated  that  Jenkins  had  for  many 
years  been  leading  a  double  life,  his  legal  wife  remaining  at 
Gower,  while  he  lived  in  London  wit^i  the  plaintiff  in  the 
case,  by  whom  he  had  five  children.  For  the  defence  it  was 
urged  that  Jenkins  was  hopelessly  insane,  so  that  the  order 
would  be  saddled  on  the  legal  Mrs.  Jenkins.  A  payment  of 
5s.  a  week  was  ordered. 

Mr.  Clarence  A.  Seyler,  analyst  to  the  Glamorgan  County 
Council,  in  his  report  states  that  he  has  examined  256 
samples  of  foods  and  drugs  taken  in  the  county  during  the 
quarter  ending  September  30.  These  included  two  samples 
each  of  cream  of  tartar  and  olive  oil,  and  one  sample  each  of 
sweet  spirit  of  nitre,  milk  of  sulphur,  paregoric,  orange 
quinine  wine,  and  orange  wine.  All  were  found  to  be 
genuine,  with  the  exception  of  the  last-named,  which  was 
devoid  of  alcohol  and  contained  80  gr.  per  gal.  of  salicylic 
acid.    The  vendor  was  fined  11.  and  21.  9s.  8i.  costs. 
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Bournemouth  Pharmaceutical  Association. 

A  meeting  was  held  at  the  Albert  Restaurant  on  August  23. 
There  were  present  Messrs.  Hardwick  (in  the  chair), 
Botham,  Hornby,  Williams,  Pars,  Curtis,  Reid,  Bingham, 
Bilson,  and  Rose  (Secretary).  Medicine-stamp  Act  matters 
were  discussed,  and  in  regard  to  the  Pharmaceutical  Society's 
proposal  to  publish  a  book  of  recipes  resolutions  were  passed, 
one  being  that  a  supplement  should  be  devoted  to  unofficial 
formula!  to  circulate  amongst  doctors.  It  was  also  proposed 
by  Mr.  Botham  : 

That  this  meeting,  having  discussel  the  new  reading  of  the 
Stamps  Act,  resolve  that  as  thereby  a  great  risk  to  life  may  be 
incurred  by  medicines  being  sold  unlabeled  to  evade  duty,  or  if 
stamped  an  injustice  will  be  place!  upon  the  public  or  chemist, 
who  must  bear  the  increased  duty  from  which  remedies  bearing 
purely  distinguishing  names  have  hitherto  been  exempt,  the 
Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  should  at  once  take  steps 
that  the  exemption  hitherto  extended  should  be  allowed  to  all 
preparations  prepared  and  sold  by  bona-fide  chemists. 

This  gave  rise  to  considerable  discussion  and  very  divergent 
views  were  expressed  by  the  members  present,  but  no  one 
having  seconded  the  resolution  it  was,  therefore,  dropped. 
It  was  decided  to  hold  the  next  meeting  of  the  Association 
on  Friday,  September  25,  at  9  p.m. 

Grocers  and  Medicines. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Preston  Grocsrs'  Association  on  Sep- 
tember 7,  the  Secretary  (Mr.  J.  C.  Beardwood)  reported  the 
receipt  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  A.  J.  Giles,  Secretary  of  the 
Grocers'  Federation,  with  regard  to  the  attitude  taken  by  the 
Federation  in  connection  with  the  new  regulations  as  to 
stamping  medicines.  Mr.  Giles,  in  the  course  of  his  letter, 
wrote  : 

Replying  to  your  letter  re  the  regulations  of  the  Board 
of  Inland  Revenue  and  medicine-stamps,  though  we  have  not 
communicated  with  the  Associations  we  have  been  very  carefully 
watching  the  matter.  It  is,  however,  as  you  will  see,  to  some 
extent  a  matter  which  principally  affects  chemists,  as  not  many 
grocers  keep  preparations  which  can  be  described  as  medicines. 
What  we  have  been  watching  very  particularly  is  that  the  Board 
of  Inland  Revenue  do  not  give  undue  monopoly  to  chemists  a3 
against  grocers.  If  there  is  any  special  question  arising  in  con- 
nection with  any  of  your  members  upon  the  subject,  and  you  will 
let  me  know,  I  shall  be  very  pleased  to  deal  with  it. 

The  Secretary  said  he  had  waited  upon  Messrs.  Marsden  & 
Kay,  drysalters,  Prestoo,  and  had  a  long  conversation  with 
one  of  the  partners,  as  a  result  of  which  he  had  ticked  off 
thirty-five  articles  in  Messrs.  Marsden  &  Kay's  list  that  are 
affected  by  the  new  regulations.  This  he  sent  to  Mr.  Giles, 
pointing  out  the  large  trade  which  was  done  in  the  North  of 
England  by  grocers  in  packed  medicines,  but  had  since  re- 
ceived no  reply.  The  Association  [.'C.D.A.]  representing 
the  chemists  of  the  country,  said  the  Secretary,  had  decided 
not  to  take  any  action  in  the  matter  because  the  regulations 
would  favour  them  as  against  other  dealers  in  medicines. 
There  was,  therefore,  ample  proof  that  it  was  to  the  in- 
terests of  grocers  that  the  new  regulations  should  be  watched. 
He  understood  that  those  concerned  in  the  wholesale  drug- 
trade  in  Lancashire  had  engaged  eminent  counsel  to  watch 
their  interests.  Mr.  Kay  expressed  surprise  that  they  had 
not  received  another  communication  from  Mr.  Giles,  seeing 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society  [?]  had  obtained  some  conces- 
sions.   The  further  discussion  of  the  matter  was  adjourned. 

A  Deserving  Case. 
The  votes  and  interest  of  the  patrons,  presidents, 
governors,  and  subscribers  of  the  Royal  Masonic  Institution 
for  Boys  are  needed  on  behalf  of  Charles  Herbert  Slingsby 
Spencer,  the  ten-year-old  son  of  Brother  Charles  Spencer, 
chemist  and  druggist,  formerly  dispenser  at  the  Marylebone 
Infirmary.  Mr.  Spencer,  who  was  a  well-known  member  of 
the  Public  Dispensers'  Association,  had  to  retire  from  his 
dispensership  some  time  ago  in  consequence  of  his  being 
afflicted  with  locomotor  ataxy.  The  case  is  strongly  recom- 
mended by  the  Master.  Warden,  and  brethren  of  the  "  Hugh 
Owen"  Lodge,  No.  2593  (of  which  Mr.  Spencer  is  the 
founder);  the  "Old  Concord"  Lodge,  No.  172  ;  the  "St. 
John's"  Lodge,  No.  1308;  the  "  Ranelagh  "  Lodge,  No.  834  ; 
and  the  "  Hammersmith"  Lodge,  No.  2090;  as  well  as  by 
many  P.M.s,  &c.  Pharmaceutical  Masons  with  votes  will 
do  well  to  help  the  son  of  their  brother  chemist. 


The  Cocaine-habit. 

Ambrose  Winterton,  alias  Aubrey  Newton  (40),  was 
charged,  at  Marlborough  Street  Police  Court  on  Septem- 
ber 4,  with  having  fraudulently  obtained  1/.  lis.  Qd.  fruu 
the  editor  of  the  Literary  World.  In  the  course  of  the  ca9e 
the  police  inspector  stated  that  prisoner  had  already  suffered 
a  term  of  penal  servitude  for  forgery.  For  the  defence  ib 
was  urged  that  prisoner  had  given  way  to  the  cocaine-habit, 
and  had  thus  been  rendered  irresponsible.  He  was  being 
treated  for  this  disease  at  Colinsburgh,  Fife,  when  arrested. 
Prisoner,  in  pleading  for  his  release,  told  the  Magistrate  that 
when  he  sent  in  the  article  in  question  he  was  indulging  in 
120  gr.  of  cocaine  daily.  It  was  stated,  further,  that  the 
doctor  had  said  if  prisoner  was  not  kept  from  cocaine  he 
would  die.  He  was  already  in  a  tenible  state,  his  body 
being  covered  with  ulcers.  The  Magistrate  sent  prisoner  to 
gaol  for  three  months  without  hard  labour. 

Birmingham  Notes. 

Clinker,  which  constitutes  25  per  cent,  of  burnt  town 
refuse,  is  beiDg  used  as  a  sewage-bed  filter  with  marked 
advantage. 

A  curious  toy  mirror  is  much  seen  locally  at  present.  It 
is  so  made  that  when  held  up  to  the  light  and  near  one's  eye, 
that  organ  is  seen  somewhat  magnified,  and  thus  enables 
objects  to  be  located  when  they  find  their  way  into  the  eye. 

A  Burton  doctor  has  been  heavily  fined  for  not  reporting  a 
case  of  smallpox  which  was  the  origin  of  a  small  epidemic. 
He  had  been  treating  the  case  as  one  of  impetigo,  and  his 
looum  tcnens  confessed  that  he  had  not  seen  a  case  of  small- 
pox before,  although  he  had  been  a  medical  man  thirteen 
years. 

The  city  authorities  periodically  invite  ratepayers  to  in- 
spect the  gasworks,  when  very  intelligent  cicerones  are 
appointed  to  take  charge  oE  the  parties  and  to  explain  the 
processes  of  gas-manufacture.  It  is  a  wonder  such  excursions 
are  not  organised  by  the  local  brotherhood  on  other  days  than 
the  usual  one — Saturday — which  is  inconvenient  for  most 
pharmacists. 

A  New  Turnip-disease. 

The  Royal  Agricultural  Society  of  England  have  issued  an 
illustrated  leaflet  by  Mr.  William  Carruthers,  F.R.S.,  consult- 
ing botanist  to  the  Society,  on  a  new  disease  of  the  turnip- 
bulb,  which  was  discovered  in  Lincolnshire  in  the  early  part 
of  this  year.  The  leaflet  is  now  issued  as  a  warning  to 
farmers  to  be  on  the  watch  against  the  disease  during  the 
present  turnip  season,  to  enable  them  to  identify  it  il  present 
in  their  crops,  and  to  advise  precautions  and  remedies  to 
prevent  it  from  spreading.  Mr.  Carruthers  states  that  the 
injury  is  caused  by  a  fungus  of  the  genus  Plwnia  not  hitherto 
described,  but  nearly  allied  to  that,  which  has  caused  the 
destruction  of  mangel-roots.  It  is  as  yet  only  known  after 
it  has  attacked  the  turnip-bulb,  but  most  probably  the  fungus 
begins  its  parasitic  life  on  the  leaves  of  the  turnip.  No  possible 
treatment  can  get  rid  of  the  fungus  when  it  has  got  possession 
of  the  root  of  the  turnip  or  mangel.  The  only  thing  to  be  done 
is  to  prevent  the  spread  of  the  disease  by  removing  the  affected 
roots  from  the  field  before  the  ripe  spores  escape  into  the  air. 
On  the  assumption  that  the  fungus  reaches  the  turnip  through 
the  leaves,  it  is  recommended  that  the  foliage  should  in  the 
autumn  be  sprayed  with  Bordeaux  mixture,  consisting  of 
12  lbs.  of  copper  sulphate,  9  lbs.  of  quicklime,  and  100  gals, 
of  water. 

Sheffield  Notes. 

We  have  had  a  representative  of  Messrs.  Townson  & 
Mercer  in  the  city  recently  making  a  round  of  the  steel- 
works. Local  pharmacists  who  act  as  agents  for  the  firm 
are  not  exactly  pleased  with  this,  but  the  plan  is  adopted 
by  more  than  one  of  the  big  London  firms  of  manufacturing 
chemists. 

Sodium  bismuthate,  which  was  formerly  little  asked  for 
in  Sheffield  is  now  getting  quite  a  miniature  boom  owing  to 
the  publication  of  Brearley's  method  for  the  rapid  estimation 
of  manganese  in  steel,  which  is  being  largely  adopted  in 
steelworks  laboratories  here.  The  question  now  agitating 
the  minds  of  analytical  chemists  is  whether  the  increased 
demand  will  cheapen  the  production  or  will  result  in  a  still 
higher  price.    It  is  at  present  fetching  20s.  a  pound. 
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A  customer  not  having  been  forthcoming  for  the  premises 
recently  vacated  by  Mr.  Waiter  Manuel  at  43  Wicker,  the  . 
shop  is  to  be  opened  by  a  boot  firm.  The  shop  has  been  in 
the  occupation  of  chemists  continuously  since  1854,  and  it  is 
a  matter  for  surprise  that  it  has  been  allowed  to  go  under. 
The  district  is  a  very  densely  populated  one,  and  there  is  no 
chemist's  shop  between  that  of  Mr.  George  Squire  in  the 
Haymarket  and  Mr.  George  Ellinor  in  Spital  Hill,  a  distance 
of  about  three-quarters  of  a  mile.  One  would  think  a  thickly 
populated  district  like  this  would  support  at  least  one 
chemist. 

The  premises  occupied  by  Mr.  S.  P.  Lowe,  chemist  and 
druggist,  at  42  London  Road  and  1  and  3  Lansdown  Road, 
together  with  the  adjoining  shop  and  dwelling-house,  are  to 
be  offered  for  sale  by  auction  on  September  15,  the  auctioneer's 
notice  drawing  attention  to  the  suitability  of  the  premises 
for  a  draper's  or  grocer's  business.  There  is  a  rather  curious 
history  connected  with  these  buildings.  They  were  formerly 
the  property  of  the  late  Alderman  Sharman  (father-in-law  of 
Mr.  G.  T,  W.  Newsholme).  who  disposed  of  them  to  a  large 
firm  of  local  brewers  for  3  000/.,  there  being  a  full  licence 
attached  to  the  small  shop  adjoining  that  now  occupied  by 
Mr.  Lowe.  The  tenant,  haviDg  some  disagreement  with  the 
brewers,  allowed  the  licence  to  lapse,  and  they  were  unable 
afterwards  to  get  it  renewed.  As  a  consequence  the  property 
was  at  one  time  offered  for  sale  by  them  for  2,400/.,  and  it 
will  be  interesting  to  notice  the  figure  which  it  reaches  next 
week. 

Guardians  and  their  Drugs. 

Despite  the  pressure  of  departmental  opinion,  a  minority 
of  the  Hoi  beach  Board  of  Guardians  do  not  take  kindly  to 
the  idea  of  setting  up  what  they  term  a  "  doctor's  shop  "  at 
the  workhouse.  At  their  meeting  on  September  3,  Mr. 
Robert  Merry  proposed  that  in  future  the  Guardians  provide 
all  drugs  required,  and  he  justified  this  on  the  ground  that 
ihey  would  then  know  there  was  no  stint  of  medicine  in  the 
workhouse.  Mr.  Hayes,  who  opposed,  said  a  doctor's  shop 
was  altogether  out  of  place,  and  he  moved  an  amendment 
that  the  doctor  provide  all  drugs  and  medicines  at  an 
inclusive  salary  of  40/.  per  annum,  a  suggestion  that  was 
greeted  with  laughter.  Mr.  T.  W.  Banks  said  drugs  would 
cost  them  5/.  to  10/.  a  week,  and  he  did  not  like  the  idea  of 
keeping  drugs  on  the  premises.  Mr.  Sleight  suggested  the 
doctor  should  have  60/.  a  year  and  find  all  drugs.  Mr. 
B.  Banks  said  there  never  ought  to  be  a  drug-store  in 
connection  with  the  workhouse,  but  he  would  increase  the 
doctor's  salary  in  compensation.  When  the  division  was 
taken  the  voting  was  even.  By  his  casting-vote  the  Chairman 
decided  that  the  Board  should  purchase  and  keep  all  the 
drugs  required. 

The  Yarmouth  Board  of  Guardians  are  still  unhappy  over 
their  stock  of  drugs.  As  was  determined  on,  Mr. 
J.  T.  Woodcock,  a  local  chemist,  was  engaged  to  take  stock 
at  the  workhouse,  and  he  returned  the  value  to  the  Board  at 
its  last  meeting  as  being  94/.  4*.  6§rZ.  Mr.  H.  W.  Case 
complained  that  this  was  very  unsatisfactory  in  view  of  the 
large  amount  which  had  been  spent  in  accumulating  a  stock, 
the  drug-bill  having  shown  abnormal  increase.  Mr. 
H.  R.  Atkins  argued  that  a  stock  of  20/.  value  would  be 
nmple.  Mr.  S.  Graystone  wanted  to  know  if  Mr.  Case 
considered  the  inmates  had  been  given  too  much  in  the  way 
of  drugs,  and  Mr.  Case's  reply  was  that  for  what  the  Board 
had  spent  he  thought  the  stock  should  have  been  twice  as 
large.  Mr.  J.  M.  Headley  said  that  strychnine  had  been 
used  to  kill  beetles,  and  the  medical  officer  had  informed 
the  committee  there  had  been  a  good  deal  of  waste  for  two 
years.  Mr.  G.  W.  Argel  said  the  chief  part  of  the  medicine 
sent  into  one  particular  ward  went  down  the  sink ;  the 
patients  had  not  taken  it  at  all.  The  Board  then  passed  to 
the  next  business. 

The  Chemist-practitioner. 

At  an  inquest  held  at  Moston  by  the  Manchester  City 
Coroner  (Mr.  E.  A.  Gibson)  on  September  8,  on  the  body  of 
a  five-months-old  child,  the  evidence  showed  that  the  child 
was  taken  ill  on  Saturday,  and  died  on  the  following  Monday. 
It  was  treated  with  a  medicine  called  "Jackson's  Febrifuge." 
The  maker  and  vendor  of  the  medicine,  George  Jackson, 
chemist  and  druggist,  870  Rochdale  Road,  was  asked  by  the 
Coroner  what  the  medicine  consisted  of,  but  beyond  stating 


that  it  was  a  herbal  remedy,  Jackson  refused  to  give  the 
composition.  He  said  it  had  been  in  existence  for  forty 
years. 

The  Coroner  :  I  believe  that  you  have  got  into  trouble  over 
the  thing  before.  Did  you  not  undertake  to  treat  a  man 
who  was  suffering  from  virulent  smallpox,  and  he  died  ? — 
Witness:  He  died  from  diarrhoea,  and  not  from  smallpox. 

The  Coroner :  By  what  right  do  you  undertake  to  treat 
anybody  so  with  this  medicine  ? — Because  I  have  a  know- 
ledge of  what  I  am  doing. 

The  Coroner  :  Have  you  any  diploma  ? — I  have  a  pharma- 
ceutical diploma. 

The  Coroner :  Are  you  registered  as  a  chemist  and  drug- 
gist 1 — Yes,  I  am. 

The  Coroner  :  Have  you  passed  an  examination  ? — No.  I 
was  in  existence  before  the  Act  of  1868  was  passed. 

The  Coroner :  Then  you  have  absolutely  no  qualification  at 
all? — Only  a  clinical  practice.  I  practised  as  an  unregis- 
tered practitioner  for  twenty  yeaTS. 

The  Coroner :  Then,  in  popular  language,  you  are  a 
"quack"? — That  is  the  word  generally  used  to  describe  one 
who  professes  what  he  does  not  understand  ;  but  that  is  not 
the  case  with  me.    I  only  treat  what  I  know. 

The  Coroner  :  What  you  think  you  know  ? — No  ;  what  I  do 
know. 

The  Coroner  here  produced  a  pamphlet,  the  authorship  of 
which  witness  admitted.    The  pamphlet  read  : 

Jackson's  Febrifuge  is  a  physician  itself,  a  remedy  for  and  a 
preventive  of  fever.  Will  cure  asthma,  asthenia,  bronchitis, 
bronchial  catarrh,  chicken-pox,  coughs,  chiliy  feelings,  ulcerated 
mouth,  consumption,  diarrhoea,  diphtheria,  dropsy,  eczema,  ery- 
sipelas, chronic  catarrh,  Bright's  disease,  smallpox,  scarlet  fever, 
low  fever,  heart  affection,  indigestion,  neuritis,  measles,  pneu- 
monia, influenza,  neurasthenia,  quinsy,  rheumatic  affections, 
sciatica,  jaundice. 

In  fact,  added  the  Coroner,  the  stuff  says  it  will  cure  every- 
thing on  the  face  of  the  earth,  including  the  most  infections 
diseases.  This  man,  he  said,  with  no  diploma  and  no  quali- 
fications, holds  himself  up  to  treat  all  these  complaints  by 
means  of  his  mixture. — Witness  (interrupting)  said  he  would 
cure  any  case  put  before  him. 

The  Coroner  :  In  my  opinion,  you  are  earning  a  dishonest 
living.  You  are  one  of  those  ignorant  men  whom  nothing 
can  convince.  Men  like  you  do  more  mischief  in  the  world 
than  anybody  else.  You  have  a  great  many  deaths  to  answer 
for  by  your  dishonest  living. 

"Witness:  I  have  not  one  death  in  100  cases.  I  only 
gave  150  certificates  in  twenty  years. 

Dr.  Lakin  said  death  was  due  to  pneumonia  and  bron- 
chitis. He  did  not  know  whether  there  was  anything  in 
"  Jackson's  Febrifuge "  that  might  be  injurious.  The  mix- 
ture was  used  extensively  in  Moston,  and  beyond  it  being 
well  advertised  he  knew  nothing  of  it. 

The  Coroner,  in  the  course  of  further  severe  strictures, 
said  the  behaviour  of  Jackson  was  tantamount  to  a  common 
swindle,  and  the  inquiry  was  ultimately  adjourned  for  the 
mixture  to  be  analysed. 

Strychnine  at  the  Grocer's. 
At  an  inquest  held  at  Mendlesham  on  September  7,  on  the 
body  of  a  woman  named  Lanham,  the  evidence  was  to  the 
effect  that  deceased  admitted  before  dying  that  she  had 
taken  poison.  William  Robert  Ward,  assistant  to  Messrs. 
A.  &  M.  Cutting,  grocers  and  drapers,  deposed  that  he  sold 
the  deceased  woman  a  3^.  packet  of  Battle's  vermin-killer  ; 
she  asked  for  mice-poison,  and  he  served  her  without  asking 
any  questions  or  requiring  her  to  sign  anything.  He  was 
rather  busy  at  the  time,  and  did  not  take  any  particular  notice 
of  her.  He  was  in  the  habit  of  selling  the  vermin-killer  in 
the  ordinary  way  of  business.  He  kept  no  record  of  the 
s  lies,  nor  was  it  customary  for  him  to  put  any  questions  to 
purchasers.  Mr.  W.  Wood  Cuthbert,  surgeon,  Mendlesham, 
stated  that  he  found  deceased  suffering  from  strychnine- 
poisoning.  He  did  all  that  was  practicable,  but  death  took 
place  within  thirty  minutes,  and  was  due  to  poisoning  from 
strychnine.  He  handed  to  the  Coroner  a  packet  of  Battle's 
vermin-killer,  which  he  said  he  obtained  from  Messrs.  A.  & 
M.  Cutting's  shop.  He  believed  it  contained  strychnine. 
Twelve  of  the  jury  agreed  that  the  deceased  came  to  her 
death  by  poisoning  by  strychnine,  having  committed  suicide 
■    while  in  a  state  of  temporary  insanity;  and  they  added  a 
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rider  expressing  their  opinion  "  that  some  restrictions 
should  be  placed  upon  the  sale  of  Battle's  vermin- killer  at 
Mendlesham." 

Sport. 

Still  in  a  winning  strain,  the  Nottingham  Chemists'  Cricket 
Club  on  September  3  defeated  the  Y.M.C.A,  who  only  re- 
plied with  34  to  the  chemists'  53.  For  the  winners 
H.  Henstock  was  top  scorer  with  15,  and  Lee  and  Plattin 
were  mainly  responsible  for  the  dismissal  of  the  Y.M.C.A. 
with  such  a  small  total. 

Boasting  of  a  goodly  number  of  members  within  their 
rasks  with  athletic  tastes,  and  encouraged  by  the  success  of 
the  cricket  club  during  the  season  just  closing,  the  Notting- 
ham chemists  have  organised  a  football  club.  A  meetiDg, 
at  which  the  movement  took  tangible  shape,  was  held  at 
Marsden's  Cafe  on  September  7,  under  the  presidency  of  Mr. 
E.  E.  H.  Turton,  when  officers  were  elected  and  preliminary 
details  discussed.  Mr.  D.  J.  R.  Parkes  was  elected  Presi- 
dent, with  Mr.  E.  E.  H.  Turton  Vice-President,  Mr.  S.  H. 
Plattin  being  chosen  as  Secretary,  and  Mr.  Lawrence 
Treasurer.  Use  of  a  ground  on  the  Trent  side  has  been 
secured,  but  the  first  practice  match  will  not  take  place  till 
October  1,  by  which  time  the  cricket  fixtures  will  have  been 
completed. 

The  Remuneration  of  Public  Dispensers. 

A  letter  was  read  at  the  last  meetiDg  of  the  Shoreditch 
Guardians,  from  Mr.  T.  S.  Goodall,  chemist  and  druggist, 
lately  dispenser  at  the  Infirmary,  stating  that  Dr.  Bird 
considered  him  permanently  incapacitated,  and  under  those 
circumstances  he  applied  for  his  superannuation  allowance. 
As  the  amount  would  be  very  small,  he  asked  the  Board  to 
be  good  enough  to  increase  it  by  adding  a  further  period  of 
time  as  they  were  empowered  to  do  under  the  Superannuation 
Act.  The  letter  was  referred  to  the  Finance  Committee. 
The  House  Committee  reported  to  the  same  meeting  that  they 
had  considered  the  question  of  filling  the  vacancy.  The 
late  dispenser  was  appointed  in  1891-  at  120/.,  which  was 
increased  to  140/.  in  190 L,  and  there  were  no  allowances. 
From  a  return  of  salaries,  it  appeared,  however,  that  in  many 
other  Poor-law  Institutions  the  dispenser  received  lunch  and 
tea.  The  committee  thought  that  a  similar  arrangement  at 
Shoreditch  would  give  special  advantages  on  account  of  the 
situation  of  the  infirmary.  They  therefore  recommended 
that,  subject  to  the  sanction  of  the  Local  Government  Board, 
a  new  dispenser  be  appointed  at  120/  ,  risiDg  5/.  a  year  to  a 
maximum  of  140/.,  with  lunch  and  tea  daily.  The  recom- 
mendation was  adopted. 

Drug-contract. 

The  Holborn  Board  of  Guardians  on  Wednesday,  Sep- 
tember 9,  discussed,  amongst  other  tenders  for  supplies  to 
their  dispensaries  for  the  next  twelve  months,  two  that  had 
been  sent  in  for  the  supply  of  drugs.  The  present  contractors, 
Messrs.  Corbyn,  Stacey  &  Co.,  offered  to  supply  at  33.)  per 
cent,  off  schedule  prices,  and  Messis.  Mann.rs  &  Hopkinson, 
of  Southwark  Bridge  Road,  offered  38  per  cent.  off.  Mr. 
Melvill  moved  to  accept  the  lowest  tender.  Mr.  A.  Herbert 
Burns  :  Lowest  tenders  are  not  always  best.  We  have  been 
well  served  by  the  present  contractors,  and  why  change  1 
Mr.  Bassett :  Nothing  is  known  against  Manners  &  Hopkinson, 
and  their  offer  is  decidedly  most  advantageous.  Miss  Wild 
also  hoped  there  would  be  no  change,  because  it  was  so 
important  to  have  good  drugs.  The  Chairman  said  the 
doctor  would  look  after  that.  He  put  the  names  to  the 
vote,  when  there  were  five  for  Corbyn,  Stacey  &.  Co,  and 
seven  for  Manners  k  Hopkinson. 

The  "Week's  Poisonings. 

Of  the  twelve  fatalities  from  poisoning  that  have  occurred 
during  the  week,  only  one  was  a  misadventure.  Six  were 
caused  by  carbolic  acid,  the  victims  being  a  Plymouth  inn- 
keeper, a  Hodnet  man,  a  young  woman  at  Ystrad  Rhondda, 
a  widow  at  Normanton  Springs,  a  builder  at  Hammersmith, 
and  a  Liverpool  insurance-agent.  At  the  inquest  on  the 
man  at  Hammersmith,  whose  name  was  Edward  Smith,  it 
was  stated  that  after  his  death  bottles  of  medicine,  pills, 
aud  powders  were  discovered  in  his  room,  including  Bile 
Beans,  phosferine,  syiup  of  hypophosphites,  &c.  In  his 
possession  was  also  found  a  Wellcome's  pocket-diary,  and 


in  the  page  referring  to  carbolic  acid  a  piece  of  piper  had 
been  placed.  The  Coroner  said  it  was  extraordinary  how  the 
deceased  came  by  the  diary,  as  it  is  only  distributed  to 
chemists  and  doctors.  The  day  ba/ore  his  death, 
it  was  stated,  deceased  had  bought  the  poison  from 
Mr.  Vincent,  chemist,  of  19  Jordan  Place,  Kulham, 
stating  that  he  wanted  to  put  it  down  some  drains. 
At  the  inquest  on  the  Liverpool  man,  Mr.  T.  E  Sampson,  the 
City  Coroner,  said  there  had  been  fewer  cases  of  carbolic- 
acid  poisoning  of  late,  and  he  believed  that  state  of  things 
had  been  brought  about  by  the  fact  that  more  difficulty  was 
experienced  in  obtaining  poisons.  Whilst  he  considered 
the  chemists  in  Liverpool  took  every  precaution,  he  felt 
there  should  be  greater  restrictions  placed  upon  the  "  sellers 
of  poison"  before  they  eventually  handed  over  their  goods. 
They  should,  in  his  opinion,  ask  the  would-be  purchaser 
what  he  wanted  the  poison  for,  request  his  name  and 
address,  and  seek  other  particulars.  It  was  quite  possible 
that  the  mind  of  the  person  who  wanted  to  buy 
the  poison  would,  in  view  of  the  greater  precaution, 
undergo  a  change,  and  thus  bring  about  a  wavering 
of  the  man's  intention  to  commit  suicide.  Three 
suicides  from  oxalic  acid  are  recorded.  A  carpet-planner 
at  Balham,  named  Carter,  an  intemperate  married  woman 
named  Dennison,  at  Kinssland,  and  an  ex-soldier  named 
Physick,  who  had  served  in  the  Boer  War  and  could  get  no 
work,  each  took  a  fatal  dose.  A  Stratford  dentist,  John 
Gore  Hart,  suffering  from  melancholia,  took  an  overdose 
of  morphine,  and  a  Deptford  pattern  -  maker  poisoned 
himself  with  hydrochloric  acid.  Another  case  of  poisoning 
at  the  Mond  Nickel- works,  Clydach,  was  investigated  by 
Mr.  Coroner  Cuthbertson,  at  Neath,  on  September  4.  The 
deceased,  a  fitter  named  John  Jones,  had  been  employed  to 
tighten  some  of  the  decomposers  which  had  been  leaking, 
but  it  was  stated  that  the  gas  was  shut  off  whilst  the  work 
was  done.  The  man,  however,  when  he  got  home,  com- 
plained of  difficulty  of  breathing,  and  said  he  could  taste 
the  gas.  and  he  died  in  three  days.  A  post-mortem  examina- 
tion had  been  made  by  two  doctors,  who  agreed  that  the 
cause  of  death  was  pneumonia.  One  of  them,  Dr.  Thomas, 
however,  said  that  irritant  vapours  would  cause  pneumonia, 
but  he  was  unable  to  state  wdrether  the  fumes  of  nickel 
carbonyl  would  do  it.  The  cleverest  experts,  he  said,  had 
been  unable  to  detect  traces  of  poison  in  the  blood  of 
persons  who  had  been  "nickelled."  After  a  lengthy  inquiry 
the  jury  found  that  the  cause  of  death  was  pneumonia,  due 
to  the  inhaling  of  some  poisonous  gas  at  the  nickel-works, 
and  they  recommended  that  some  steps  be  taken  to  counter- 
act as  far  as  possible  the  escape  of  gas  at  the  works. 


3rtsb  IRews. 


Local  newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting 
to  the  trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


Fire. 

The  shop  of  Messrs.  W.  F.  Clokey  &  Co.,  druggists,  7  and 
9  King  Street,  Belfast,  was  damaged  by  fire  on  Friday, 
September  4. 

Cork  "Workhouse  Dispensing. 

Owino- to  the  illness  of  Dr.  O'Connor,  a  resident  medical 
officer  ot  the  Cork  Workhouse,  Mr.  M.  Fielding,  of  the 
Chemical  and  Drug  Company,  has  baera  appointed  as  dis- 
penser at  3Z.  3j.  per  weak. 

Workhouse  and  Guardians'  Drugs. 

The  cost  of  medicines  for  the  Castletown  Dispensary  of 
the  Novan  Union  last  year  was  excessive,  according  to  Dr. 
Edgar  Flinn,  of  the  L.G.B. 

The  Donegal  Board  of  Guardians  got  a  quantity  of  serum 
for  the  Donegal  Dispensary  from  other  than  thi  regular 
contractors,  and  the  L.G.B.  refuse  to  recoup  them. 

Medicine-tenders  Wanted. 
Killarney  District  Lunatic  Asylum  tenders  must  be  in 
before  September  17. 
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Wexford  County  Infirmary  will  give  preference  to  medicines 
of  Irish  manufacture. 

The  Killarney  Asylum  medicine-tender  forms  must  be  sent 
to  Mr.  J.  O'Leary,  Clerk,  before  September  17. 

The  Tipperary  Infirmary,  Cashel,  requires  a  year's  medi- 
tines  and  appliances.  Tenders  have  to  be  in  before  Sep- 
cember  21. 

No  Certificate,  No  Pay. 

The  Mahill  Board  of  Guardians  got  a  supply  of  medicines 
for  the  Rynn  Dispensary  on  March  30,  and  claimed  Ql.  9s. 
from  the  L.G.B.  for  the  year  which  ended  on  March  31.  As 
an  analyst's  certificate  was  not  sent  with  the  claim,  the  L.G.B. 
have  declined  to  pay-  The  Guardians  are  to  try  again,  and 
they  have  the  analyst's  certificate  now. 

Pharmaseutisal  Council  Election. 

Of  the  seven  retiring  councillors,  six  have  intimated  their 
intention  to  seek  re-election,  and  for  the  vacancy  Dr.  J.  A. 
Walsh,  proprietor  of  Graham's  Pharmacy,  Dublin,  is  to  be 
nominated  with  bis  consent.  Dr.  Walsh  was  formerly  on 
the  Council.  It  is  too  early  yet  to  speak  of  the  presidency, 
but  it  is  hoped  that  Mr.  Beggs  will  continue  in  that  office. 

Claim  for  Empties. 

At  the  last  meeting  of  the  Birr  Guardians  a  letter  was 
read  from  Messrs.  Goldon  &  Co.,  the  late  medicine-con- 
tractors, claiming  22^.  2s,  lid.  for  empties  not  returned 
by  the  different  dispensary  doctors.  The  Clerk,  in  reply  to 
the  Chairman,  said  that  the  contractor  was  bound  to  send 
for  the  empties.  Dr.  Woods  said  they  were  not  called  for. 
It  was  decided  that  the  doctors  be  asked  to  send  in  a  list  of 
the  empties  they  had  on  hand  belonging  to  Messrs.  Goldon 
&  Co. 

China  in  Ireland. 

Dr.  Augustine  Henry,  the  well-known  authority  on  Chinese 
botany,  who  lectured  on  "Chinese  Drugs"  at  an  evening 
meeting  of  the  British  Pharmaceutical  Society  last  year,  and 
who  subsequently  sent  an  interesting  article  to  The  Chemist 
AND  Deuggist  on  his  experiences  in  China,  delivered  two 
lectures  cn  Chinese  subjects  at  the  Cork  Exhibition  on 
August  26.  Dr.  Henry  has  taken  up  forestry  as  a  special 
study,  and  is  at  present  assisting  in  an  elaborate  work 
on  trees,  which  is  promoted  by  a  well-known  traveller- 
naturalist  who  has  studied  the  subject  of  trees  and  forestry 
in  nearly  every  part  of  the  world. 

Irish  Chemists'  Assistants'  and  Apprentices' 
Association. 

A  general  meeting  was  held  in  the  Gresham  Hotel,  Dublin, 
■on  September  2,  Mr.  William  McCarthy,  L.P.S.I.,  in  the 
■chair,  owing  to  the  absence  of  the  President  on  holiday. 
There  was  a  large  attendance.  It  was  resolved  to  accept  the 
offer  of  premises  at  73  Harcourt  Street  (which  included 
lecture-room,  concert-hall,  billiard-room,  retiring-room, 
bicycle-stables,  and  tea-room)  for  two  nights  a  week. 
Several  members  pressed  for  an  expression  as  to  the  definite 
policy  of  the  Association.  The  Chairman  said  all  that  had 
been  already  discussed ;  but  he  added  that  the  policy  was 
a  non-contentious  one,  and  aimed  at  the  well-being  of  the 
members.  The  rules  had  not  yet  been  framed,  and  it  was  in 
the  power  of  the  youngest  member  to  have  his  say  about 
them.  The  want  which  called  the  Association  into  exist- 
ence had  now  been  supplied — namely,  a  place  of  meeting. 
In  reply  to  further  questions  as  to  the  admission  of  em- 
ployers as  honorary  members,  the  Chairman  said  he  could 
not  make  any  pronouncement.  Subscriptions  amounting  to 
close  on  51.  were  received. 


Scotcfo  IRem 

Local  newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting 
to  the  trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


Eire. 

A  fire  ocourred  on  September  4  in  a  cellar  forming  part  of 
the  premises  occupied  by  Mr.  David  McLaren,  chemist  and 
druggist,  42  South  Clerk  Street,  Edinburgh,  damage  to  the 
extent  of  several  hundred  pounds  being  done, 


Edinburgh  Chemists'  Golf  Club. 

The  fourth  competition  this  year  for  the  Gibson  Handicap 
medal  was  played  over  the  Braids  during  last  week.  The 
rough,  wet  weather  prevented  a  good  many  turning  out. 
The  following:  is  the  result:  (1)  Mr.  Geo.  Robertson, 
87-10  =  77;  (2)  Mr.  C.  F.  Henry,  99-17  =  82;  (3)  Mr. 
H.  D.  Alexander,  84  -  1  =  83 ;  (4)  Mr.  Jas.  Anderson, 
104-20  =  84. 

The  Doctor  Beat  the  Chemist. 

The  final  tie  in  the  bowling-competition  among  the 
chemists  and  doctors  of  Falkirk  and  district  was  played  off 
on  Friday,  September  4,  on  the  green  of  the  Falkirk  Bowling 
Club.  The  finalists  were  Mr.  James  MacNiven  (Falkirk)  and 
Dr.  Smith  (Falkirk).  An  interesting  game  ended  in  favour 
of  Dr.  Smith  by  2L  shots  to  13.  The  competition,  which 
has  been  in  progress  for  about  two  months,  was  for  a  medal 
presented  by  Mr.  William  Greig,  of  the  New  Apothecaries' 
Company,  Glasgow.  Mr.  J.  W.  Bennie,  chemist,  Polmont,  was 
secretary  for  the  competition,  which  in  all  likelihood  will 
become  an  annual  one. 

Business  Changes. 

Mr.  A.  C.  Kirkpatrick,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  recently 
opened  a  business  at  116  Easter  Road,  Leith. 

Mr.  Paterson,  chemist  and  druggist,  from  Messrs.  Rankin 
&  Borland's,  Kilmarnock,  is  opening  a  business  at  724  Dum- 
barton Road,  Partick. 

Mr.  W.  Taylor  Robson,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  taken 
over  the  business  formerly  carried  on  by  Mr.  T.  Weir,  at 
59  Great  Junction  Street,  Leith. 

Mr.  A.  Reid,  chemist,  250  Buchanan  Street,  Glasgow,  is 
removing  shortly  to  temporary  premises  in  Parliamentary 
Road  duriDg  alterations  and  refitting  at  his  present  address. 

Glasgow  Notes. 

The  managers  of  the  Western  Infirmary  have  applied  to 
the  Corporation  for  a  donation  towards  the  cost  of  an 
addition  being  made  to  that  institution. 

Heather  honey  is  likely  to  command  good  prices.  The 
rainy  season  has  told  on  the  labours  of  the  busy  bee,  and 
enhanced  the  values  of  the  moorland  product. 

The  rising  suburb  of  Temple  which  clings  to  the  north- 
west fringe  of  Glasgow,  besides  having  a  "  legitimate " 
temple  of  pharmacy,  boasts  of  a  "  laboratory." 

The  I.R.  hot-water  bottle,  bronchitis-kettle,  and  chloro- 
dyne-lozenge  box  have  resumed  their  familiar  places  in  the 
window,  and  remind  us  sadly  that  summer  is  over. 

Professor  Glaister,  who  has  been  presiding  over  the  recent 
Conference  of  the  Sanitary  Institute  at  Stranraer,  was  in 
his  pre-professional  days  the  owner  of  a  doctor's  shop  in  the 
East  End  of  Glasgow. 

The  Medical  Committee  of  the  Glasgow  Parish  Council 
are  considering  a  proposal  to  make  it  obligatory  on  parish 
doctors  in  their  service  to  keep  a  detailed  record  of  visits  to 
pauper  patients,  the  nature  of  the  ailment,  and  the  medicine 
prescribed. 

Dr.  Colvin,  in  contributing  to  the  controversy  about  the 
amount  of  the  medical  fee  for  street  accidents,  contends  that 
the  grievance  arises  not  so  much  from  the  smallness  of  the 
fee  as  from  the  mean  subterfuges  by  which  the  police  autho- 
rities contrive  to  evade  payment  of  it. 

A  hundred  and  fifty  years  ago,  according  to  a  classified 
list  of  the  trade  and  professional  occupations  of  the  adult 
population  of  the  Gorbals,  which,  with  Govan,  constituted 
the  nucleus  of  what  is  now  the  South  Side  of  Glasgow,  the 
place  had  just  one  "  chirurgecn."  To-day  in  the  same 
district  doctors  and  doctors'  shops  are  as  plentiful  as  leaves 
in  Vallambrosa. 

The  number  of  hona-ficle  doctor-druggists  in  the  district  is 
small.  Dr.  Robertson,  formerly  of  Washington  Street,  now 
of  Main  Street,  Anderston,  is  the  doyen  of  the  group,  and 
Mr.  A.  P.  Reid,  New  City  Road,  is  the  latest  addition  to  it. 
As  a  rule  the  druggist  who  subsequently  graduates  in  medi- 
cine soon  detaches  himself  from  the  practice  of  pharmacy, 
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but  Dr.  Robertson  is  a  notable  exception,  since  he  has 
remained  constant  to  his  first  love. 

A  chemist  in  a  leading  thoroughfare  has  a  very  striking 
and  effective  advertisement  for  his  "  Eczema-cure,"  con- 
sisting of  a  large  plate-glass  sign  (in  colours)  covering  the 
whole  of  the  top  part  of  his  window.  It  has  special 
attractions  during  business-hours  at  night. 

The  "  Largest,  Best,  and  Cheapest "  chemists  in  the  world 
seem  to  be  devoting  still  less  window-space  to  the  show  of 
drugs  and  specialities  in  their  new  shop  in  Glasgow.  Not  a 
quarter  of  their  window-space  is  occupied  by  goods  usually 
shown  and  sold  by  chemists. 


Ifrencb  ftlem 

(From  our  Paris  Correspondent.) 


The  New  Professor  of  Pharmacy  at  the  Lyons  Mixed 
Faculty  of  Medicine  and  Pharmacy  is  M.  Florence,  formerly 
professor  of  materia  medica. 

Glycogen  from  Mushrooms. — A  note  communicated  by 
M.  Berthelot  to  the  Academy  of  Sciences  on  September  7, 
on  behalf  of  M.  Emile  Laurent,  deals  with  the  production  of 
glycogen  in  cultivated  mushrooms. 

"  Doping. " — Some  of  the  officers  competing  in  the  Paris- 
Deauville  horse-riding  competition  (which  attracted  some 
attention  in  military  and  spoiting  circles  lately)  are  stated 
to  have  revived  their  fainting  steeds  by  injections  of  caffeine 
with  varying  success. 

A  Poisoning  Case,  which  so  far  seems  rather  mysterious, 
has  occurred  at  Saint-Clar,  Gers,  and  a  local  pharmacist, 
named  M.  Gaston  Dupont,  is  one  of  the  victims.  Mme.  Galtier 
(24),  sister  of  the  pharmacist,  has  been  arrested  on  the 
double  charge  of  poisoning  her  brother  as  well  as  her 
husband,  a  local  magistrate.  Rumour  also  accuses  her  of 
having  poisoned  her  grandmother  and  an  aunt.  The 
woman's  object  appears  to  have  been  the  hope  of  obtaining 
money,  and  in  the  case  of  her  husband  and  brother  on  life- 
insurance  policies  contracted  by  them. 

The  French  Pharmacists'  Society  for  Mutual 
Assurance  against  Dispensing-accidents  has  published 
its  yearly  report.  Two  claims  were  paid  this  year :  one  of 
4,000f.  (160Z.)  and  another  of  3,000f.  (120;  ).  In  the  former 
case  the  pharmacist  had  contracted  a  double  assurance,  so 
that  the  Association  only  had  to  pay  part  of  the  sum  the 
Court  awarded  to  the  deceased  person's  family.  The  second 
case  was  a  child's  death  caused  by  a  dispensing-error.  The 
Society  has  now  a  capital  of  over  40,000f.  (1,600/.  sterling)  ; 
the  working-expenses  are  less  than  20/.  per  annum ;  the 
premium  payable  this  year  is  fixed  at  5f.  per  head. 

Recent  Deaths. — M.  Auguste  Roussin,  who  recently  died, 
was  among  the  best  known  of  Marseilles  pharmacists.  His 
high  chemical  attainments  and  probity  made  his  officine  in 
the  rue  de  Noailles  the  rendezvous  of  an  Mite  of  savants  and 
doctors.  He  was  reporter  of  the  twelfth  Congress  of  French 
pharmacists  —M.  C.  Leger,  as  President  of  the  Paris  Society 
of  Pharmacy,  delivered  the  funeral  oration  at  the  graveside 
of  M.  Henri  Duquesnel,  whose  death  occurred  recently.  He 
dwelt  on  the  scientific  value  of  the  man  who  had  kept  the 
officine  of  the  Faubourg  St.-Denis  up  to  the  high  level  it  had 
already  attained  under  his  predecessor  Vee.  Duquesnel 
obtained  duboisine  and  hyoscyamine,  as  well  as  physostig- 
mine  hydrobromide,  in  a  crystallised  state,  but  his  great 
triumph  was  the  preparation  of  crystallised  aconitine.  For 
this  he  received  the  Barbier  prize  from  the  Academy  of 
Sciences,  and  the  Orfila  prize  from  the  Academy  of 
Medicine. 

The  Celebration  of  the  Centenary  of  the  Paris  Society 
of  Pharmacy  will  be  held  here  on  October  17  next,  and  the 
function  will,  as  already  announced,  be  an  event  of  con- 
siderable importance.  A  public  meeting  will  be  held  in  the 
Salle  des  Actes  of  the  School  of  Pharmacy,  during  which 
Professor  E.  M.  Bourquelot,  the  General  Secretary,  will  read 
an  historical  account  of  the  Society.  This  history,  together 
with  other  original  matter  that  may  be  supplied  by  members 
of  the  Society,  will  form  the  material  of  a  jubilee-book 


which  will  be  published  later.  This  book  will  also  contain 
the  portraits  and  biographies  of  leading  pharmacists  and 
chemists  who  have  been  connected  with  the  Society,  such  as 
Nicolas  Houel,  the  founder,  the  "Citizen"  Trusson,  one  of 
the  last  directors  of  the  Free  Society  of  Pharmacists, 
Parmentier,  Vauquelin,  Bouillon-Lagrange,  and  others.  The 
day  will  terminate  by  a  reception  and  banquet,  to  which 
French  pharmacists  are  invited  to  subscribe  20f.  a  head, 
including  wines. 

The  Paris  School  of  Pharmacy. — It  has  been  known 
for  some  months  past  that  there  has  been  a  good  deal  of 
friction  at  the  Paris  School  of  Pharmicy  owing  to  the 
nomination  of  M.  Daniel  Berthelot  (son  of  a  distinguished 
father)  to  be  Professor  of  Physics  at  the  School,  and  the 
matter  has  already  been  referred  to  in  the  C.  3;  D.  A  good  deal 
was  said  about  favouritism  in  this  nomination,  and  the  other 
candidate  for  the  post,  Dr.  Quesneville,  chief  pharmacist  of 
the  Sainte-Anne  Hospital,  who  had  been  connected  with  the 
School  for  twenty-four  years  as  assistant  professor  and  is  now 
fifty- five  years  of  age,  rather  resented  M.  Berthelot's 
nomination,  the  latter  being  only  thirty  years  of  age,  and 
having  but  six  years'  connection  with  the  School  as  assistant 
professor.  The  result  of  this  friction  is  that  the  French 
Minister  of  Public  Instruction  has  just  taken  the  severe 
measure  of  informing  Dr.  Quesneville  that  his  connection 
with  the  School  will  cease  from  November  1  next.  This 
step  has  been  taken  at  the  request  of  Professor  Guignard, 
Director  of  the  School,  and  is  so  exceptional  that  it  has 
aroused  great  interest  amongst  French  pharmacists,  and 
especially  amongst  those  connected  with  the  various  schools 
of  pharmacy.  The  case  may  be  summed  up  by  saying  that 
Dr.  Quesneville  considered  himself  slighted,  and  did  not 
hesitate  to  express  and  show  his  feelings.  On  the  other 
hand,  M.  Daniel  Berthelot  did  not,  perhaps,  show  all  that 
consideration  for  the  susceptibilities  of  a  man  five-and- 
twenty  years  his  senior  in  age  into  whose  shoes,  so  to  speak, 
he  may  be  said  to  have  stepped.  It  is  generally  felt,  how- 
ever, that  Professor  Guignard  has  carefully  gone  into  all  the 
details  of  the  case  and  has  come  to  the  conclusion  that  it  was 
necessary  for  the  smooth  working  of  the  School  during  the 
coming  winter  term  to  advise  the  Minister  to  revoke  Dr. 
Quesneville.  In  playing  the  part  of  Solomon  it  is  impossible 
to  give  satisfaction  to  all  parties,  and  Professor  Guignard  will 
probably  have  to  bear  with  a  fair  amount  of  criticism  before 
the  measure  he  has  brought  about  is  accepted  by  all  parties 
as  an  accomplished  fact. 


Colonial  ano  foreign  mews. 


Patent  Medicines  in  Germany. — Similar  regulations  to 
those  lately  issued  for  Hamburg  and  Prussia  regarding  the 
sale  of  secret  remedies  have  now  been  published  in  Schaum- 
burg-Lippe  and  Hanover. 

Algerian  Olive  Oil.— In  1902,  83,979  cwt.,  valued  at 
125,300/.,  were  exported  from  Algiers.  It  was  principally 
exported  to  France,  for  use  in  the  Britanny  sardine-industry. 
Germany,  Tunis,  and  Malta  were  consumers  to  a  lesser 
extent.  The  production  in  1902  was  small,  owing  to  late 
frosts  and  sirocco. 

"  Practical  Medicine." — The  U.S.  Consul-General  at 
Frankfort  states  that  "the  city  of  Diisseldorf  will  soon  have 
the  first  academy  for  practical  medicine  in  Germany,  and  it 
will  be  in  connection  with  the  new  hospital  to  be  erected." 
Professor  Witzel,  of  the  University  of  Bonn,  is  proposed  as 
director  of  the  academy.  The  establishment  of  other  similar 
academies  is  under  consideration. 

A  Rubber  Rise.— The  U.S.  Consul-general  at  Caburg 
states  that  a  circular  has  recently  been  issued  by  the  India- 
rubber  Manufacturers'  Association  announcing  an  advance  of 
10  per  cent,  on  the  price  of  manufactured  goods  owing  to  the 
rise  in  the  price  of  raw  rubber.  He  advises  manufacturers 
to  be  careful  in  dealing  with  this  article,  as  there  is  every 
prospect  of  the  price  of  1900  (#1.01  per  lb.)  being  exceeded 
in  the  near  future. 

Sale  of  Antitoxin. — It  is  suggested  that  the  sale  of 
antitoxin  by  the  New  York  Board  of  Health  should  now  be 
stopped,  as  it  is  scarcely  desirable  that  the  Board  houll 
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compete  with  outside  manufacturers.  With  the  stoppage  of 
the  sale  the  Board,  will  lose  an  income  of  something  over 
,070,000  a  year.  The  suggestion  has  been  made  by  Com- 
missioner Lederle  to  the  New  York  Mayor,  and  it  will 
probably  be  acted  upon. 

East  African  Cinchona. — The  Kolonial  Ztitung  says 
that  cinchona  is  most  successfully  grown  in  Amani,in  Africa. 
Most  of  the  East  African  plantations  are  raising  cinchona 
from  seed  obtained  in  Amani.  The  remits  are  everywhere 
the  same — very  satisfactory.  In  BalaDgi  the  planters  intend 
to  devote  most,  if  not  all,  of  their  time,  land,  and  care  to 
cinchona. 

Extract  of  Meat. — A.  Belgian  company  manufacture 
extract  of  beef  at  Matto  Grosso  for  export  to  Antwerp,  and 
at  Descalvado  alone  25,000  animals  are  slaughtered  annually 
for  this  purpose.  The  company  also  export  hides,  horns, 
bones,  &c  ,  and  manufacture  about  200  tons  of  soap  annually 
for  local  consumption.  The  same  company  have  recently 
purchased  an  immense  concession  for  the  collection  of 
rubber  on  the  margins  of  the  Guapore  River. 

Spirit  in  Austria-Hungary. — The  export  of  spirit  from 
Bohemia  during  1901-2  was  212,060  hectolitres — a  reduc- 
tion on  the  previous  year  of  15,401-  hectolitres,  or 
339.042  gals. ;  the  decrease  was  due  to  over-production, 
particularly  in  Germany.  The  export  to  the  United  Kingdom 
in  1902  was  80  tons,  worth  23  167/. — an  increase  of  about 
ten  tons  on  the  previous  year.  The  export  price  for  rectified 
spirit  fell  from  17*.  6/.  per  hectolitre  (22  gals.)  at  Trieste  in 
1901  to  9s.  Id.  per  hectolitre  in  1902.  At  Hamburg  the  price 
fell  from  17s.  6d.  to  10*.  6d.  par  hectolitre. 

Californian  Quicksilver. — The  quicksilver-industry 
in  California  during  1902  has  continued  to  show  a  slight 
improvement,  in  so  far  that  there  appears  a  desire  to  reopen  a 
few  more  of  the  old  mines,  and  that  capital  is  being  invested 
in  these  undertakings.  The  old  mines  appear  to  hold  their 
own,  some,  like  the  New  Idria,  with  a  steadily  increasing 
output.  During  the  twelve  months  ended  June  1902-3  the 
total  exports  of  quicksilver  from  the  United  States  amounted 
to  1,415,464  lbs.,  against  740,500  lbs.  in  1901-2  and  716,569 
lbs.  in  1900-1. 

Patented  Medicines  Barred. — In  Germany  medical 
aid  is  given  to  certain  persons  at  the  expense  of  the  State, 
doctors  writing  prescriptions  and  apothekers  dispensing 
them.  A  Government  order  has  just  been  issued  instructing 
the  doctors  not  to  prescribe  lanoline,  antipyrin,  salipyrin, 
dermatol,  and  diuretic; — but -to  give  the  equivalent  articles 
that  are  mentioned  in  the  German  Pharmacopoeia.  A 
magisterial  to  the  same  effect  was  issued  for  Berlin  in  1901, 
and  met  with  such  opposition  from  apothekers  that  it  was 
not  long  enforced. 

Russian  Notes.— The  Ministry  of  the  Interior  is  con- 
sidering the  question  of  instituting  (as  in  many  parts  of 
Germany)  special  laboratories  for  analysing  raw  and  prepared 
materials  at  low  fees ;  and  to  further  assist  the  struggle 
against  adulteration  it  is  proposed  to  introduce  a  course  of 
lectures  on  the  composition  of  alimentary  products,  &c,  in 
all  technical  and  professional  schools. — In  view  of  the 
employment  of  salicylic  and  boric  acid  in  the  preservation  of 
caviar,  the  medical  department  of  the  Ministry  of  the 
Interior  has  been  asked  to  determine  what  proportion  of 
these  acids  or  their  salts  may  be  used  in  the  preservation 
of  foodstuffs  without  prejudice  to  human  health. — The 
managers  of  Russian  homoeopathic  pharmacies  have  been 
informed  that  they  have  not,  like  other  pharmacies,  the  right 
to  use  the  eagle  as  a  sign. 

Spirit- tax  in  Italy.— The  British  Board  of  Trade  have 
received  translation  of  a  law,  dated  March  22,  relating  to  the 
taxation,  &c,  of  spirit  used  for  industrial  purposes  in  Italy. 
The  following  are  the  more  important  provisions  of  the  law  : 
The  manufacture  of  spirit  from  wine-lees  and  other  by- 
products of  wine  is  exempt  from  taxation  when  the  spirit  is 
adulterated  or  intended  exclusively  for  lighting,  heatiDg, 
motive,  or  other  industrial  purposes.  Spirit  derived  from 
non-vinous  products,  denatured  and  intended  for  the  same 
purposes,  is  subject  to  a  tax  of  15  centesimi  per  degree  and 
per  hectolitre.  Denatured  spirit  is  exempt  from  octroi  duty 
or  any  other  local  tax.  The  surtax  on  imported  spirit, 
corresponding  to    the   manufactured  tax  on  the  home- 


produced  article,  is  increased  by  10  centesimi  per  degree  and 
per  hectolitre. 

Japanese  Pharmacy. — AmoDg  the  papers  contributed  to 
the  recent  issue  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Journal  of  Japan  is 
one  on  the  "Action  of  Light  on  Halogen  Silver  and  Prepara- 
tion of  Dry  Plate,"  by  Mr.  B.  I.  Morinaga.  The  author 
describes  various  methods  of  strengthening  the  action  of 
light  on  silver  bromide,  and  the  preparation  of  dry  plate,  and 
gives  directions  for  the  preparation  of  dry  plates.  Mr.  K. 
Tamba  writes  on  "Methods  of  Estimating  Methyl  Alcohol 
contained  in  Ethyl  Alcohol."  He  reports  the  results  of  the 
examination  of  four  different  specimens  of  commercial 
methyl  alcohol,  and  the  different  methods  of  testing  and 
estimating  methyl- alcohol  contained  in  ethyl  alcohol  are 
given,  the  comparative  examination  of  their  delicacy  and 
fitness  being  described.  A  "  Note  on  the  Alcoholic  Drinks 
used  in  the  Japanese  Navy  "  is  communicated  by  Mr.  M. 
Kobayashi. 


Hustralastan  IRews. 


Chiefly  from  "  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  of  Australasia," 
August  i,  1903.    6d.  per  copy,  post  free. 

Mr.  Samuel  Buchholz,  chemist.  Windsor,  Vic,  died 
from  prussic-acid  poisoning  on  July  15. 

Mr.  F.  R.  Watson  has  resigned  his  membership  of  the 
New  South  Wales  Pharmacy  Board,  as  he  is  coming  to 
England.  Mr.  W.  J.  Jenkin,  of  Summerhill,  has  been 
appointed  in  his  place. 

Mr.  Robert  Watson,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  Mathinna 
Goldfields,  has  been  appointed  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  for 
the  Fingall  district.  Mr.  Watson  was  for  many  years  in 
business  at  Blythe  Road,  West  Kensington  Park,  W. 

Pharmaceutical  Society  of  South  Australia. — At  the 
annual  meeting  held  in  Adelaide  on  July  16,  Mr.  Bickford,  the 
President,  submitted  the  seventeenth  annual  report,  which 
was  satisfactory,  showing  the  continued  vitality  of  the 
Society,  and  a  bigger  money  balance  than  last  year. 

Doctors'  Commissions  in  Christchurch,  N.Z. — Owing 
to  the  Medical  Society  backing  the  Canterbury  Pharma- 
ceutical Association  in  stopping  the  use  of  prescription-forms 
issued  to  doctors  by  chemists  with  their  name  and  address 
on  the  back,  the  practice  has  almost  ceased,  only  three  or 
four  doctors  stick  to  the  forms  and  the  commission  that 
follows. 

Mr.  Albert  Shaw  Denham,  who  passed  the  Minor 
Examination  in  July,  1883,  and  went  out  to  Queensland  soon 
after,  has  just  died  at  Longreach,  Q.  He  was  a  capable 
pharmacist,  and  had  been  a  member  of  the  Pharmacy  Board, 
an  examiner,  a  member  of  the  Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society,  and  President  of  both  bodies.  Mr.  Denham  was  also 
public  analyst  for  Brisbane. 

A  Practical  Illustration  of  how  shop-hours  law  works 
out  was  furnished  by  Mr.  Leonard  Bonnington,  Christchurch, 
N  Z.,  recently.  An  assistant  in  his  pharmacy  wanted  to 
amalgamate  two  half-holidays  into  one  day,  and  Mr.  Bon- 
nington agreed.  Under  the  Shop  Hours  Act  Mr.  Bonning- 
ton has  been  fined  5s.  and  costs.  Chemists  are  speaking  now 
about  trying  to  get  the  Act  amended  in  order  to  meet  such 
cases. 

The  Anti-cutting  Association  for  N.S.W.  promises  to 
be  a  smart  affair.  The  meeting  at  Protestant  Hall,  Sydney, 
on  July  19,  was  well  attended  by  representative  men,  and 
Mr.  W.  Short,  President  of  the  Colonial  Pharmaceutical 
Society,  was  in  the  chair.  Mr.  C.  A.  Marshall  explained 
the  scheme,  saying  it  should  be  (1)  to  fix  minimum  wholesale 
and  retail  prices  ;  (2)  the  wholesalers  to  refuse  to  supply 
cutters ;  (3)  to  have  a  black  list  of  cutters  not  to  be 
supplied ;  (4)  that  a  committee  of  management,  consisting 
of  six  retailers  and  three  wholesalers  be  elected.  It  was 
agreed  to  form  an  Association  with  a  committee  of  six  retail 
representatives  and  three  wholesale.  The  first  retailers 
elected  were  Messrs.  D.  J.  Williams,  C.  A.  Marshall, 
T.  S.  Loney,  R.  G.  Brereton,  S.  Mears,  and  H.  D.  B.  Cox. 
The  wholesale  houses  will  appoint  their  three  members. 
Mr.  Louis  Zions  was  appointed  Secretary.  Mr.  Zions  is 
inspector  to  the  Pharmacy  Board,  N.S.W.,  and  knows  the 
business  well.    He  is  popular  and  energetic. 
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South  Hfrlcan  mews. 

(From  our  own  Correspondents.) 


Note. — The  Chemist  and  Druggist  is  regularly  supplie-3  by  order  to  all 
the  members  of  all  the  Ptnrmiceutical  Societies  in  British  South  Africa, 
viz. : — 

South  African  Pharmaceutical  Association. 
Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Gape  Colony. 
Natal  Pharmaceutical  Society. 
Transvaal  Pharmaceutical  Society. 
Rhodesia  Pharmaceutical  Society. 


The  Transvaal  Collector  of  Customs  has  notified 
the  Cape  Government  that  his  Government  will  collect  15s. 
per  gal.  on  all  colonial  spirit  in  term  of  Article  17  of  the 
Customs  Convention. 

The  Chemical,  Metallurgical,  and  Mining  Society 
of  South  Africa  held  a  social  dinner  at  the  Corporation 
Kestaurant,  Johannesburg,  on  August  15,  previous  to  their 
ordinary  general  meetiDg  at  the  Chamber  of  Mines. 

Cape  Colony  Trade. — The  value  of  the  goods  imported 
into  Cape  Colony  in  the  June  quarter  amounted  to  7,180,000/., 
being  an  increase  of  717.000Z.  over  the  corresponding  period 
of  last  year;  and  the  exports  amounted  to  5,433,000Z.,  being 
an  increase  of  1,541,000^  over  last  year. 

Branching  Out. — An  elegant  branch  pharmacy  has  been 
opened  in  the  West  End  of  Pretoria  by  Mr.  Raworth,  the 
pioneer  chemist  of  Pretoria.  It  is  called  the  ''Empire 
Pharmacy,"  and  has  been  fitted  by  Messrs.  Stanley  Jones  & 
Co.,  of  London.  The  fittiDgs  are  elaborate  and  massive,  and 
an  ornate  steel  ceiling  adds  to  the  effect. 

Mr.  A.  A.  Bones,  chemist  and  druggist,  of  Donington,  who 
served  in  the  1st  Imperial  Light  Horse  in  South  Africa 
during  the  Boer  War  and  has  since  remained  in  the  Transvaal, 
performing  duties  at  the  Empire  Dispensary,  Pretoria,  has 
been  licensed  by  the  Colonial  Secretary  to  practise  as  a 
pharmacist  and  apothecary  in  the  Transvaal. 

Patents  and  Trade-marks.— Harry  Gumpold,  of  Johan- 
nesburg, has  applied  for  letters  patent  covering  an  invention 
for  "new  or  improved  explosive  compositions"  for  the 
Transvaal.  The  Preservaline  Manufacturing  Company,  New 
York,  have  applied  to  the  Registrar  of  Trade-marks,  Cape 
Colony,  to  register  the  word  "Preservaline,"  in  respect  of 
preservatives. 

The  Prize  Pedestrians. — The  Amalgamated  Chemists 
(Cape  Town)  gave  a  very  successful  smoking- concert  at 
the  Cumberland  Hotel  on  August  18,  Mr.  S.  Johnson,  of 
Messrs.  Lennon  (Limited),  in  the  chair.  The  occasion 
was  the  presentation  of  prizes  in  connection  with  the 
recent  chemists'  walk.  Mr.  Harry  Evans,  of  Messrs.  P.  J. 
Petersen  &  Co.  presented  the  prizes  to  the  winners.  Messrs. 
Lennon's  firm  hold  the  team  prize.  The  others  were : 
Scott,  marble  clock  and  gold  watch  ;  Tyrrell,  gold  medal ; 
Scaife,  baggage-trunk.  W.  Foote,  the  veteran,  received  an 
American  clock.  A  most  enjoyable  musical  programme  was 
then  rendered  by  talented  members  of  the  company. 
Before  the  assembly  broke  up  Mr.  Evans  offered  the  chemists' 
cricket  team  a  bat  and  ball  to  be  given  by  his  firm  for  the 
best  batting  and  bowling:  average  during  the  coming  season. 
Mr.  D.  Craig,  P.O.  Box  38,  Cape  Town,  is  the  captain. — The 
chemists' store-boys  of  Cape  Town  now  propose  to  have  a 
twenty-mile  walk.  The  route  followed  will  be  via.  Hout's 
Bay  and  Kloof  Road.  Sunday,  August  30,  was  the  date  of 
the  fixture. 

Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Cape  Colony. — A  general 
meeting  of  the  Society  was  held  at  Cape  Town  on  August  13. 
Among  those  present  were  the  President,  Mr.  A.  J.  Rivett 
(Messrs.  Lennon,  Limited),  Mr.  F.  C.  Mathew  (Heynes, 
Mathew  &  Co.),  Mr.  George  Darroll  (of  Cleghorn's  Pharmacy), 
Mr.  E.  W.  Raven  (Messrs.  Burroughs  Wellcome  &  Co.). 
Messrs.  H.  Cope,  A.  Marr,  S.  Johnson,  and  the  Secretary. 
Previous  minutes  having  been  read  and  confirmed,  and  the 
deficit  in  connection  with  the  recent  chemists'  dinner  settled 
by  the  Society  undertaking  to  pay  the  small  amount,  the 
Pharmacy  Board  nomination  came  in  for  attention.  It  was 
decided  after  lengthy  discussion  to  support  the  candidature 


of  the  two  old  country  members,  Messrs.  W.  H.  Helmore 
(Kimberley)  and  W.  K.  Mager  (Queen's  Town),  and  in  the 
place  of  Mr.  W.  F.  C.  Thomas,  who  is  in  Europe  recruiting 
his  health,  and  has  signified  his  intention  of  not  returning 
to  South  Africa  for  some  time,  to  ask  Mr.  D.  K.  Petersen  (of 
Messrs.  P.  J.  Petersen  &  Co.)  to  stand  for  the  Western  Pro- 
vince. An  attempt  was  made  to  discuss  the  bearings  of  the 
new  Customs  Union  Convention  on  foreign  goods,  but  the 
meeting  considered  it  better  to  handle  such  questions  at 
other  than  general  meetings,  especially  seeing  that  many 
scarcely  understood  the  more  prominent  points  at  present. 
Mr.  George  Darroll  made  an  effort  to  get  the  Society  to  rent 
offices  of  its  own,  but  was  unsuccessful.  Mr.  C.  B.  Collis, 
Claremont,  was  elected  a  new  member,  and  the  proceedings 
terminated. 

Medical  Matters. — The  report  of  the  Cape  Colonial 
Medical  Council  for  last  year,  issued  last  month,  alludes  to 
the  fact  that  the  year  1902  was  noteworthy  for  the  large 
number  of  medical  practitioners  to  whom  licences  were 
granted,  notwithstanding  that  since  February,  1902,  the 
holders  of  diplomas  obtained  in  a  foreign  country  have  been 
excluded,  by  regulation,  from  registration  in  the  Colony 
unless  equal  rights  and  privileges  are  given  in  such  country 
to  the  holder  of  any  British  registrable  degree.  The  average 
number  of  licences  issued  annuallj  duriDg  the  ten  years 
1892-1931  was  51  5  ;  but  in  1902  there  were  issued  no  fewer 
than  100  licences  to  practise  in  the  Colony.  In  addition,  the 
names  of  six  medical  practitioners  were  restored  to  th? 
register  at  their  request,  and  four  additional  diplomas  were 
registered,  while  five  applications  for  registration  were 
refused.  Nine  dentists  were  registered  during  the  year,  and 
certificates  of  competence  were  granted  to  thirty-one  trained 
nurses.  Three  prosecutions  for  contravention  of  the  Medical 
and  Pharmacy  Acts  were  initiated  at  the  Council's  request. 
One  conviction  was  obtained,  one  of  the  accused  disappeared 
before  he  could  be  apprehended,  and  the  third  was  discharged 
on  a  technical  point. 

Cape  Pharmacy  Board. — The  Government  nominees  in 
the  Pharmacy  Board  have  already  been  gazetted.    They  are 
Mr.  J.  A.  Mathew,  Mr.  A.  Walsh,  and  Mr.  George  Darroll. 
For  the  first  time   since  the  Board  was  constituted  its 
Government  members  will  be  composed  of  Cape  Town  men 
exclusively.    Mr.  Walsh's  affection  for  territory  more  Eastern 
than  Cape  Town  is  established,  but  he  resides  in  the  capital. 
It  is  safe  to  assume  that  Mr.  J.  A.  Mathew  will  again 
occupy  the  presidential  chair.    As  father  of  the  drug-trade 
of  South  Africa,  and  the  first  Cape  Colonial  who  qualified 
in  Great  Britain,  nobody  is  more  fitted  to  fill  that  honoured 
position.    Mr.  George  Darroll  is  the  youngest  of  the  Board's- 
members.    He  is  an  interested  and  earnest  devote  to  work, 
has   an  intimate  knowledge  of  home  methods,  and  the 
voluminous  notes  he  has  taken  and  kept  of  pharmaceutical 
proceedings  at  the  Cape  make  him  a  power  to  recken  with. 
Mr.  Walsh  is  a  most  practical  man,  both  from  a  scientific 
and  commercial  point  of  view.    In  him  one  finds  the  force 
that  drives  the  immense  machinery  of  Lennon  (Limited)  in 
South  Africa.    He  is  the  Cape  Carteighe  in  some  respects. 
As  to  the  elected  members  of   the  Board,  a  change  is 
inevitable.    Mr.  F.  W.  C.  Thomas  is  in  Europe  recruiting 
his  health,  and  it  is  proposed  to  fill  his  place  by  electing 
Mr.  D.  K.  Petersen,  who  is  also  a  Cape  Town  man.    It  would 
be  difficult  to  find  a  more  capable  man.    He  is  the  head  of 
a  large  drug-concern,  and  has  a  reputation  for  thinking 
matters  out  and  adhering  to  his  idea  of  how  things  should 
be.    A  little  more  self-assertion  is  what  is  sadly  needed  at 
the  Board's  meetings.    It  is  felt  that  dun'ng  the  last  term  too 
many  elected  members  either  gave  way  on  questions  of 
importance  or  failed  to  participate  in  discussions.    It  is  now 
proposed  that  Kimberley  and  the  Northern  District  should 
be  represented  by  Mr.  W.  Gasson,  F.C  S.,  and  the  Eastern  ■ 
Province  by  Mr.  J.  McJannet,  of  East  London.    The  Pharma- 
ceutical Society  of  Cape  Colony  have  decided  to  support  their 
two  old  country  members,  and  Mr.  D.  K.  Petersen  in  place  of 
Mr.  Thomas.    The  South  African  Pharmaceutical  Associa- 
tion are  in  favour  of  Mr.  W.  K.  Mager  and  Mr.  J.  McJannet. 
Four  men  are  thus  in  the  field,  and  unless  one  withdraws  an 
election  will  he  necessary  in  November  next.    During  the 
past  three  years  the  affairs  of  the  Colonial  Pharmacy  Board 
have  not  been  altogether  satisfactory,  and  it  is  felt  that  a 
change  in  the  elected  members  would  lead  to  improvement. 
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Xeaal  1Report0, 

Sale  of  Pood  and  Drugs  Acts. 

Spirit  of  Nitre. 

At  Northampton  on  September  4,  Walter  Hillson,  of  Duston, 
was  fined  Is.  and  63.  costs  for  selling  sweet  spirit  of  nitre 
deficient  in  nitrous  ether  to  the  extent  of  32  per  cent.  It 
was  stated  that  the  spirit  was  kept  in  a  corked  bottle,  and 
that  the  defendant  had  been  previously  warned  as  to  the 
liability  of  the  spirit  to  evaporate. 

Tincture  op  Iodine. 

At  the  Sheerness  Police  Court  on  Thursday,  September  3, 
before  Mr.  A.  J.  Tassell,  the  Stipendiary,  Woolmer  Kudolph 
T)onati  White,  chemist  (Timothy  White  Company),  was  charged 
with  wilfully  and  unlawfully  selling,  to  the  prejudice  of  the 
purchaser,  tincture  of  iodine  not  of  the  nature,  substance, 
and  quality  demanded.  Mr.  A.  B.  Shaw,  of  London,  de- 
fended, and  pleaded  not  guilty.  He  explained  that  Mr. 
White  was  unable  to  appear,  but  Mr.  Hoit  and  Mr.  Thomas, 
his  two  managers,  were  present. 

P.C.  George  H.  Apps  proved  the  purchase  of  6  oz.  of 
the  tincture  at  the  shop  in  High  Street,  Mile  Town,  Sheer- 
ness, on  July  21,  and  he  got  six  or  seven  other  articles  for 
analysis  at  the  same  time. 

Superintendent  Rhodes  produced  the  certificate  by  Dr. 
Adams,  the  analyst,  to  the  effect  that  the  tincture  showed  a 
deficiency  of  free  iodine  equal  to  21  per  cent. 

Mr.  Shaw :  You  are  evidently  very  familiar  with  the 
woiking  of  this  Act? 

Witness:  Yes;  fairly  well. 

You  begin  the  summons  by  saying  that  the  respondent,  Mr. 
White,  "  unlawfully  and  wilfully  "  sold  to  one  Apps,  &c.  I 
don't  quite  understand  why  you  put  in  tho? e  words.  I  suppose 
you  are  aware  it  does  not  matter,  under  the  section,  whether 
the  sale  is  to  the  knowledge  of  Mr.  White  or  not  ? — No  ;  it 
does  not. 

And  you  are  also  aware,  I  suppose,  Mr.  White  lives  far 
away  from  here,  and  would  know  nothing  of  the  particular 
transaction  in  question  ? — That  is  sc. 

The  pure  question,  therefore,  is  that  of  a  sale  to  the  pre- 
judice of  the  purchaser  ? — That  is  so,  undoubtedly. 

You  do  not  suggest  that  Mr.  White  knew  anything  about 
it  ? — Not  at  that  time.  Under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  he 
takes  the  responsibility. 

The  Stipendiary  :  I  will  amend  the  summons,  if  you  like. 

Mr.  Shaw  :  Thank  you,  sir.  This  thing  makes  Mr.  White 
very  cross — the  fact  of  his  being  charged  with  "  wilfully :' 
offendirg  against  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act. 

The  Magistrate  struck  out  the  words  accordingly. 

Mr.  Shaw:  This  is  not  the  first  time  you  have  taken 
samples  from  Timothy  White  Company  ? 

Supeantendent  Rhodes  :  Once  at  Sheerness  and  twice  at 
Sittingbourne. 

In  all  you  have  had  about  fifteen  samples  from  the  firm  ? — 
About  that. 

And  this  is  the  first  time  there  has  been  anything  wroDg  ? — 
Yes. 

I  think  it  is  involved  in  what  you  have  told  me  that  if 
tincture  of  iodine  was  taken  at  Sittingbourne  it  was  all 
right  ? — Oh,  yes. 

Mr.  Shaw,  in  opening  the  case  for  the  defendant,  said  he 
should  prove  that  the  fault  rested  in  the  mixing  of  the 
solution  to  make  up  the  difference  between  4  oz.  and  6  oz. 
The  tincture  was  not  as  a  rule  compounded  in  the  shop,  but 
was  sent  from  the  firm's  depot  at  Portsmouth.  Mr.  Thomas, 
the  manager,  had  been  very  desirous  that  no  customer  should 
go  away  from  the  shop  without  being  served  with  the  article 
required,  and  so  had  quickly  made  up  himself  the  quantity 
of  tincture  in  a  manner  which  bad  involved  mistake. 

David  Jenkin  Thomas  said  he  was  a  qualified  chemist, 
holding  the  diploma  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  and  was 
manager  at  the  Sheerness  branch  shop  of  Timothy  White 
Company.  On  the  day  in  question  his  assistant  told  him 
that  a  customer  had  called  for  6  oz.  of  tincture  of  iodine,  but 
there  was  only  4  oz.  in  stock.  He  then  looked  at  the  British 
Pharmacopoeia  and  found  that  an  ounce  of  stronger  solution 
he  had  in  the  shop,  added  to  3  parts  of  spirit  of  wire,  would 


produce  a  tincture  between  1  and  2  per  cent,  stronger  than 
the  ordinary  tincture.  He  accordingly  made  up  the  difference 
in  that  way. 

Mr.  Shaw:  Can  you  explain  where  the  mistake  has  arisen? 
Witness  :  I  measured  first  of  all,  in  a  4-oz.  measure,  1  oz.  of 
this  strong  solution  of  iodine,  to  which  I  added  3  fl.  oz.  of 
spirit  of  wine.  I  had  3  oz.  of  the  tincture  which  is  supplied 
to  me  from  Portsmouth,  and  put  it  to  the  same  quantity  of 
the  resultant  solution  I  had  prepared,  thus  making  up  the 
6  oz.  required.  I  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  while 
pouring  it  out  into  the  measure  the  density  of  the  fluid  hid 
the  figure  8  from  sight. 

Is  iodine  of  a  very  dense  colour  ?    The  strong  solution  is. 

And  you  think  it  conceivable  that  that  obscured  the  view  1 
That  is  the  only  way  I  can  answer  for  it. 

Alfred  Henry  Hoit,  manager  at  the  Portsmouth  depot, 
said  he  had  tested  similar  samples  of  both  the  ordinary  and 
stronger  solutions  at  headquarters,  and  found  each  to  be 
correct  as  sent  out  to  the  branch  shops.  He  could  therefore 
only  account  for  the  mistake  in  the  mixing. 

Witness  was  also  questioned  about  how  he  thought  the 
mistake  had  arisen,  and  he  corroborated  generally  the  pre- 
vious witness's  explanation,  saying,  in  reply  to  the 
Stipendiary,  that  the  wisest  thing  to  do  would  have  been  to 
make  the  tincture  in  the  B.P.  way. 

The  Stipendiary  said  it  was  obvious  from  the  evidence 
that  an  unintentional  mistake  had  been  made,  due  probably 
to  carelessness  and  haste.  How  long  had  Timothy  White 
Company  been  at  Sheerness  ? 

Mr.  Hoit :  Since  last  May. 

The  Stipendiary  :  I  know  they  have  been  spreading  up  and 
down  Kent  lately. 
Mr.  Hoit :  Yes. 

The  Stipendiary,  looking  upon  the  matter  in  the  nature  of 
a  technical  offence,  fined  defendant  5s.  and  16s.  costs,  which 
Mr.  Hoit  at  once  paid. 


<5a3ette* 


Partnerships  Dissolved. 

Friends,  J.,  and  Humble,  R.,  under  the  style  of  the  Priory 
Bottling  Company,  North  Shields,  beer  retailers  and 
bottlers,  aerated-water  manufacturers,  and  wine  and  spirit 
merchants. 

Grimes,  J.,  and  Paterson,  W.  B.,  Liverpool,  physicians, 
surgeons,  and  general  medical  practitioners. 

Tbe  Bankruptcy  Acts,  1883  and  1890. 

Receiving  Orders. 

Matthew  s,  Samuel  Richard,  Harwich,  Essex,  late  Here^ 

ford,  medical  practitioner. 
Morgan,  William  (Griffith  (trading  as  Havard  &  Morgan), 

Nantyglo,  Monmouthshire,  mineral-water  manufacturer. 

Adjudication. 
Lang-bourne,     Walter     Charles,     Kingston- upon-Hull, 
chemist  and  druggist. 


Banftruptdea  ant)  failures. 


Be  Valentine  Last,  80  Holt  Road,  Liverpool,  Chemist  and 
Druggist. — The  statement  of  affairs  shows  liabilities  amounting 
to  47U.  14s.  lid.,  and  assets  estimated  at  40Z.  The  following  are 
creditors : — 

£   s.  d. 

Dennison  &  Edwards,  Liverpool  ...  100  0  0 
Priest,  Philip,  Liverpool   227   4  11 

Be  Wm.  White,  late  of  13  York  Street,  Belfast,  Chemist  and 
Druggist. — Messrs.  H.  B.  Brandon  &  Co.,  117  Royal  Avenue, 
Belfast,  have  issued  the  following  circular  dated  August  31,  1903  : 

Dear  Sirs,— The  realisation  of  the  assets  in  this  case  pursuant 
to  the  power  of  attorney  granted  to  our  Mr.  H.  B.  Brandon  is  now 
completed,  and  we  regret  to  have  to  inform  you  that  there  are  no 
funds  available  for  distribution  amongst  the  unsecured  creditors. 
The  total  realieation  only  amounted  to  110Z.,  and  after  paying 
preferential  claims  for  rates,  wages,  &c,  the  balance  was  not 
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sufficient  to  cover  the  landlord's  claim  under  the  lease  and  the 
costs  of  the  arrangement,  both  of  which  had  accordingly  to  be 
abated.  We  understand,  however,  that  Mr.  White  intends 
remitting  to  ua  from  time  to  time  sums  for  distribution  among  the 
creditors.  We  3ball  be  glad  to  furnish  the  creditors  with  any 
further  information  they  may  desire. 


IRew  Companies  &  Company  iRews. 


Bennett  Brothers,  Derby  (Limited). — Capital  5,0007.,  in  1?. 
shares.  Formed  to  acquire  a  grocery  business  in  Derby,  power 
being  taken  to  deal  in  drugs  and  chemicals. 

Arabella  (Limited). — Capital  6,0007.,  in  17.  shares.  Objects! 
'To  acquire  and  carry  on  the  business  of  importers  and  sellers  of 
mineral  waters  from  springs  situata  at  Kolenfeld,  near  Buda 
Pesth,  now  or  lately  carried  on  by  J.  Hertz  at  2a  Hay  Hill, 
Berkeley  Square.  No  initial  public  issue.  The  subscribers  are 
to  appoint  the  first  directors.  Qualification,  2007.  Remuneration 
(except  managing  director),  257.  each  per  annum. 

William  Steyn,  Dentists  (Limited). — Registered  in  Dublin. 
Capital  5007.,  in  17.  shares.  Objects  :  To  carry  on  the  business 
of  dentists  and  dental  surgeons.  The  first  subscribers  are: 
M.  W.  Steyn,  23  Ratbmines  Road,  Dublin,  D.D.S. ;  W.  H.  Baker, 
68  Grove  Park,  Dublin,  D.D.S. ;  R.  W.  Carter,  Raas,  R.D.S. ; 
J.  E.  Laserson,  33  North  Street,  Chatham,  Manchester,  ware- 
houseman ;  Mrs.  A.  Laserson,  33  North  Street,  Chatham,  Man- 
chester; Mrs.  B.  Steyn,  23  Rathmines  Road,  Dublin;  and  M.  M. 
Laserson,  Newcastle-on-Tyne,  warehouseman.  Registered  with- 
out articles  of  association.  Registered  office,  23  Rathmines 
Road,  Dublin. 

4  Antiseptic  Wax  Polishers  (Limited). — Registered  in  Dublin. 
Capital  1007.,  in  17.  shares.  Objects:  To  carry  on  the  business  of 
chemists,  druggists,  &c.  The  first  subscribers  are  :  J.  L.  Brien, 
7  Cope  Street,  Dublin,  stockbroker ;  G-.  Connolly,  4  Gracepark 
Gardens,  Drumcondra,  shop-manager ;  F.  W.  Kenny,  12  College 
Green,  Dublin,  accountant;  P.  A.  S.  Plunkett,  Springfield,  Leixlip, 
clerk  ;  W.  B.  Riddell,  5  Cabra  Park,  Dublin,  accountant's  clerk  ; 
T.  D.  Cumming,  Gem  of  the  Sea,  Sutton,  co.  Dublin,  clerk;  and 
J.  W.  Moroney,  23  Victoria  Street,  Dublin,  solicitor's  assistant. 
The  subscribers  are  to  appoint  the  first  directors.  Qualification. 
1/.    Registered  office,  Star  Life  Buildings,  College  Green,  Dublin. 

Australian  Agency  Association  (Limited). — Capital  1,0007., 
in  17.  shares.  Objects  :  To  acquire  any  interests  in  patents  or 
inventions  relating  to  automatic  disinfectors  or  otherwise,  in 
particular  to  acquire  the  benefit  of  certain  existing  inventions 
and  provisional  patents  from  A.  Drakard,  to  acquire  and  work  his 
advertising  souvenir  of  Australia  or  any  other  advertising  scheme, 
to  buy  and  sell  eucalyptus,  to  act  as  agents  for  Australian 
products  and  otherwise,  &c.  The  first  directors  are  A.  Letts, 
24  Manthorpe  Road,  Grantham,  tuner  ;  A.  B.  Field,  332  Green 
Lanes,  Finsbury  Park,  N.,  gentleman;  and  A.  Drakard, 
4  Warbeck  Road,  W.  Registered  office,  18  Gladsmuir  Road, 
Upper  Holloway,  N. 

Charles  Moore  &  Co.  (Limited). — Capital  60,0007.,  in 
17.  shares  (40,000  preference).  Objects  :  To  acquire  certain  free- 
hold lands  comprised  in  an  agreement  with  C.  C.  Moore,  together 
with  the  brine,  beds  of  rocks  salt,  and  other  minerals  thereunder, 
to  take  over  certain  patent  rights  relating  to  improvements  in 
the  treatment  or  complete  purification  of  brine  or  other  saline 
solutions,  and  to  carry  on  the  business  of  rock-salt  proprietors, 
miners,  brine  owners,  white-salt  manufacturers,  chemical-manu- 
facturers, &c.  No  initial  public  issue.  The  first  directors  are 
W.  Trantom,  C.  C.  Moore,  and  T.  H.  Cope.  Qualification, 
500  ordinary  shares.  C.  O.  Moore  and  W.  Trantom  are  managing 
directors,  with  2507.  each  per  annum. 

Cooper,  Walton  &  Co.  (Limited).— Capital  2,0007.,  in 
17.  shares.  Objects  :  To  carry  on  in  England  or  elsewhere  the 
business  of  chemists'  and  druggists'  sundriesmen,  general  com- 
mission agents,  general  merchants,  &c.  The  first  subscribers 
are:  P.  T.  Dixon,  Port  Elizabeth,  Cape  Colony,  chemist ;  C.  E. 
Gardner,  Port  Elizabeth,  Cape  Colony,  chemist ;  A.  H.  Tozer, 
Fairmead,  Epping,  merchant ;  R.  R.  Milbourn,  116  Wellesley 
Road,  Ilford,  merchant;  H.  E.  Fisher,  40  Hornsey  Lane,  N., 
merchant;  E.  Tozer,  173  Oakwood  Court,  Kensington,  merchant; 
and  W.  Kemsley,  J.P.,  Ivy  Lodge,  Woodford  Green,  Essex.  No 
initial  public  issue.  The  first  directors  are  C.  E.  Gardner,  P.  T. 
Dixon,  W  Kemsley,  and  R.  R.  Millbourn.  Qualification, 
100  shares.    Remuneration  as  fixed  by  the  company. 

Oldroyd  (Limited). — Capital  2507.,  in  17.  shares.  Objects  : 
To  carry  on  the  business  of  chemists,  druggists,  dentists,  opticians, 
and  manufacturers  of  and  dealers  in  all  kinds  of  salts,  acids, 
alkalies,  drugs,  medicines,  medicaments,  herbs,  pharmaceutical, 
chemical,  and  surgical  materials  and  appliances,  toilet-requisites, 
photographic  materials,  scientific,  surgical,  and  optical  instru- 


ments, &e.  The  first  subscribers  are:  E.  Oldroyd,  52  Pellon 
Lane,  Halifax,  chemist;  Mrs,  A.  Oldroyd,  12  Cromwell  Terrace, 
Halifax;  W.  Birtwistle,  29  Shroggs  Vue  Terrace,  Ealil 
man;  Mrs.  M.  J.  Birtwistle,  29  Shroggs  Vue  Terrace,  Halifax; 
G.Duckworth,  Thompson  Street,  Halifax,  greengrocer;  Mrs.  E. 
Duckworth,  Thompson  Street,  Halifax;  and  W.  (ircenwood, 
12  Cromwell  Terrace,  Halifax,  wire-drawer.  No  initial  public 
issue.  E.  Oldroyd  is  first  managing  director.  Qualification,  one 
share.    Registered  office,  52  Pellon  Lane,  Halifax. 


Laaves'  Chemical-manure  Company  (Limited).— The 
report  for  the  year  ended  June  30  states  that  the  result  of 
the  year's  trading  shows  an  available  balance  of  17,4427. 
The  directors  propose  a  dividend  of  4|  per  cent,  on  the 
ordinary  shares,  with  interest  at  5  per  cent,  for  prepayment 
on  fully-paid-up  shares,  to  place  to  reserve  for  bad  and 
doubtful  debts  5007.,  leaving  P3157.  to  be  carried  forward. 

United  Indigo  and  Chemical  Company  (Limited). — 
"  Shareholder,"  writing  to  the  Glasgow  Herald,  states  that 
the  results  of  this  company's  trading  have  so  completely 
failed  to  realise  the  statements  and  promises  of  the  pro- 
spectus that  it  is  high  time  shareholders  were  bestirring 
themselves  and  demanding  an  independent  inquiry  into  its 
affairs.  He  advises  shareholders  towiite  and  insist  on  being 
supplied  with  a  verbatim  report  of  the  proceedings  at  the 
meeting. 

Price's  Patent  Candle  Company  (Limited). — The 
report  states  that  the  balance  in  hand  shown  by  the 
accounts  laid  before  the  general  meeting  in  March  was 
66,1457.,  from  which  has  been  deducted  divided  of  17.  per 
share  paid  March  7,  reserve  fund  10  000' ,  on  account  of 
depreciation  on  fixed  properties  12  500/.,  leaving  a  balance 
of  6,1457.  The  profit  of  the  six  months  to  June  30  was 
36,4257.,  from  which  deduct  income-tax  2,1787.,  leaving  a 
balance  of  34,2467.  Out  of  this  a  dividend  has  been  declared 
of  15s.  per  share,  leaving  to  be  carried  forward  12.2577.  At 
an  extraordinary  general  meeting  held  in  the  Cannon  Street 
Hotel,  E.C.,  on  September  4,  Mr.  T.  Wright,  who  presided, 
said  they  had  lost  a  valued  colleague  and  dear  personal 
friend  by  the  death  of  Mr.  Calderwood,  their  managing 
director,  three  weeks  ago,  to  whose  widow  and  family  he 
moved  a  vote  of  deep  sympathy  for  the  loss  they  had 
sustained  by  his  death.  The  motion  was  carried.  He  pro- 
posed that  a  dividend,  free  from  income-tax,  of  15.\'.  per 
share  be  declared  for  the  half-year.  This  was  carried,  and 
the  business  concluded. 


Graoe^marna  HppUeo  for* 


Objections  to  the  registration  of  any  of  the  undermentioned  applications 
should  be  lodged  with  0.  N.  D ALTON,  Esq.,  O.B.,  Comptroller-General  of 
Patents,  Designs,  and  Trade-marks,  at  the  Patent  Office,  25  Southamptc  n 
Buildings,  Chancery  Lane,  London,  W.O.,  within  one  month  of  tte 
dates  mentioned.  The  objection  must  be  stated  on  Trade-marts 
Form  J,  cost  £1,  obtainable  through  any  money-order  office. 


{From  the  "  Trade-marks  Journal"  September  2, 1903.) 
Tipper's  "  Piggo  "  and  device  of  man  and  pig  (the  word  "Pig  " 
disclaimed) ;  for  veterinary  chemicals.     By  B.  C.  Tipper 
&  Son,  43  Homer   Street,  Balsall  Heath,  Birmingham. 
253,149. 

Device  for  goods  in  Class  2.  By  the  Empire  Manufacturing 
Company,  1  Collett  Road,  St.  James's  Road,  Bermondsey, 
S.E.  255,857. 

Picture  of  church  (the  essential  particular);  for  "Candy's 
rheumatic  powder."  By  A.  H.  Cooper,  trading  as  lylee  & 
Cooper,  7  Bridge  Street,  Bath,  chemist.  255,557. 

"  Bramarsandt  " ;  for  chemicals.  By  Mars,  Brandt  &  Co., 
Holland  Lodge,  Eltham  Road,  Lee,  S.E.  256,561. 

"Digestules"  and  "Hepatules"  ("Digest"  and  "  Hepat  " 
disclaimed) ;  for  medicinal  preparations.  By  J.  Tye  &  bon, 
108  Packington  Street,  N.    255,684  and  255,686. 

Device  of  a  raven  enclosed  in  a  large  "  C  "  ;  for  photographic 
papers.  By  A.  E.  Dean  &  Co.,  20  St.  Albans  Road,  Harles- 
den.N.W.  255,875. 
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Bfrtb. 


Kingston  — On  September  6,  at  Skelton-in-CIeveland,  the 
wife  of  Mr.  W.  W.  Kingston,  chemist  and  druggist,  of  a  son. 


fIJ>£  triages. 


ALCOCK— SlMMONDS.— On  September  9,  at  the  Parish 
Church,  Banbury,  by  the  Eev.  Josyln  Speck,  Vicar  of 
Wroxton,  James  Elsworth  Alcock,  Ph.C,  485  Glossop  Road, 
Sheffield,  to  Kose  Simmonds,  of  North  Bar,  Banbury. 

Ball— Sturge.—  On  September  2,  at  Newcastle-on-Tjne, 
Robert  Steele  Ball,  eldest  son  of  Sir  Robert  S.  Ball,  LL.D., 
F.R.S.,  Lowndean  Professor  of  Cambridge  University,  to 
Olga,  second  daughter  of  the  late  John  Edmund  Sturge,  of 
Montserrat,  West  Indies,  and  of  Mrs.  Sturge,  of  Hexham-on- 
Tyne. 

Faldixg—  Ward.— On  September  1,  at  the  Church  of 
St.  John  the  Divine,  Brixton,  S.W.,by  the  Rev.  A.  G.  Deedes, 
M.A.,  Walter  B.  Falding,  chemist  and  druggist,  South 
Kensington,  S.W.,  to  Lily  Florence,  youngest  daughter  of 
the  la'-.e  Mr.  Thomas  Ward  and  Mrs.  Major,  Clifton  Cottage, 
Camberwell  New  Road,  S  E. 

Francis— Tindall.— At  the  Wesleyan  Church,  We; bridge, 
on  September  10,  by  the  father  of  the  bride,  Alan  Francis, 
elder  son  of  Mr.  Geo.  Bult  Francis  (Hearon,  Squire  &  Francis, 
Limited),  to  Florence  Lilian,  youngest  daughter  of  the  Rev. 
W.  H.  Tindall. 

Shirley— Machon.— At  Christ  Church,  Darby,  on  Septem- 
ber 2,  by  the  Rev.  J.  H.  Askwith,  Vicar,  Albert,  the  eldest 
son  of  Ruben  Shirley,  Hillsboro,  Sheffield,  to  Mabel  Leonie, 
.second  daughter  of  Mr.  Edward  Machon,  chemist  and  druggist, 
-Charnwood  Street,  Derby. 


Deatbs. 


Cooper.— Oq  September  3,  Mary  Hannah  Gundry,  the 
dearly  loved  wife  of  Mr.  Albert  Cooper,  pharmaceutical 
chemist,  of  Grim'ton  Lawn,  Ealing,  W.,  and  80  Gloucester 
Road,  South  Kensington. 

Crassweller.— At  Inyoni,  Bury  St.  Edmunds,  on  Sep- 
tember 1,  Mr.  William  Ellis  Crassweller,  chemist  and  drug- 
gist, aged  seventy-three.  For  upwards  of  forty  years  Mr. 
Crassweller  carried  on  business  at  36  Abbeygate  Street, 
Bury  St.  Edmunds,  and  only  retired  about  ten  years  ago. 
He  was  formerly  a  member  of  Bury  Town  Council,  but  had 
long  resigned.  He  was  a  trustee  of  the  Guildhall  feoffment 
£nd  a  governor  of  the  schools.  He  was  also  a  trustee  of 
Clopton's  Asylum  Charity.  For  very  many  years  he  had  been 
associated  with  the  Burial  Board,  and  evinced  much  interest 
in  the  management  of  the  cemetery.  He  took  an  active 
interest  in  parochial  affairs,  and  for  more  than  thirty  years 
he  had  been  a  manager  of  St.  Mary's  Church  schools,  of 
which  body  he  was  the  oldest  member.  He  was  recently 
appointed  foundation  manager  under  the  new  Education 
Act.  His  son,  Mr.  Charles  Walton  Crassweller,  Hatter 
Street,  Bury  St.  Edmunds,  is  also  a  chemist  and  druggist. 
There  was  a  large  assembly  at  the  funeral  on  September  5, 
including  representatives  of  the  local  authorities.  A  large 
number  of  floral  tributes  were  sent. 

Crichton-Browne  — Oa  September  8,  at  Blankenberghe, 
Belgium,  Emily,  the  beloved  wife  of  Sir  James  Crichton- 
Browne,  M.D.,  LL.D.,  F.R  S. 

Fuller. — At  Finedon,  Wellingborough,  on  August  30,  Mr. 
Thomas  Gilbert  Fuller,  chemise  and  druggist,  aged  sixty- 
eight, 

Verdon. — At  Kn:ghton,  Radnorshire,  on  August  30,  Mr. 
Henry  Verdon,  chemist  and  druggist,  aged  sixty-five. 

Walkley. — At  Bollington.near  Macclesfield,  on  August  16, 
Mr.  James  Byron  Walkley,  chemist  and  druggist,  aged 
forty-seven. 


personalities. 


Mr.  E.  L.  Ralling,  of  Cape  Town,  is  at  present  in  London. 

The  Actors'  Association  have  appointed  Dr.  Charles 
Forshaw,  Bradford,  honorary  dental  surgeon  for  that  district. 

Mr.  John  S.  Sykes,  chemist,  75  High  Street,  Plumstead, 
S  E  ,  has  been  re-elected  Treasurer  of  the  Woolwich  Rate- 
payers'Association.  Mr.  Sykes  is  also  a  Vice-President  of  the 
Plumstead  Conservative  Club. 

Mr.  George  J.  Seabury,  of  New  York,  has  returned  to 
London  from  Carlsbad,  looking  much  the  better  for  the 
41  cure  "  which  has  now  become  an  annual  event  with  him, 
thanks  to  a  specific  for  mal  de  mer  that  he  knows  of. 

Mp.  A.  W.  Gedge,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  been  elected 
for  the  third  time  Master  of  the  Malvern  Link  Lodge  of  the 
National  Conservative  League.  He  has  also  been  thrice 
elected  local  secretary  of  the  West  Worcestershire  Con- 
servative Association. 

Mr.  John  Morgan  Richards  has  purchased,  by  private 
treaty,  Steephill  Castle  and  estate,  in  the  Isle  of  Wight.  The 
mansion  is  in  the  style  of  a  Gothic  castle  of  the  time  of 
King  Stephen,  and  was  the  last  work  of  Sanderson,  the 
restorer  of  Henry  VII.'s  Chapel  in  Westminster  Abbey. 
There  are  about  forty  acres  of  beautiful  grounds.  The 
Sketch  has  been  prompt  in  seeking  "  John  Oliver  Hobbes  " 
(Mr.  Richards's  daughter)  there,  and  an  interview  with  her 
appears  in  this  week's  number. 

The  wedding  of  Mr.  Alan  Francis,  son  of  Mr.  G.  Bult 
Francis,  F.C.S.,  has  given  the  staff  of  the  house  the  oppor- 
tunity of  showing  their  regard  for  him.  On  Tuesday  of  this 
week  he  received  from  them  an  oak  tea-tray  with  plated 
fittings,  inscribed  "  Presented  to  Mr.  Alan  Francis,  on  the 
occasion  of  his  marriage,  September  10,  1903,  by  the 
employes  of  Hearon,  Squire  &  Francis  (Limited)."  The 
presentation  was  made  by  Mr.  Holroyd,  and  was  suitably 
acknowledged  by  Mr.  Francis,  who  has  also  received  an  ink- 
stand from  the  town  representatives. 

Mr.  Thomas  J.  Barratt,  managing  director  of  A.  Sc  F. 
Pears  (Limited),  is  last  week's  "  King  of  Commerce "  in 
Men  and  Women.  This  is  one  of  a  series  of  articles  which 
tell  of  the  pastimes  of  successful  business-men.  From 
this  we  learn  that  Mr.  Barratt  begins  his  day  with  a  turn  at 
the  dumbbells,  then  mounts  his  horse  and  rides  from 
Hampstead  to  Totteridge  and  back.  After  breakfast  he 
more  often  than  not  walks  into  Oxford  Street.  Mr.  Barratt 
is  fond  of  shooting,  which  he  usually  takes  in  Kent  every 
week-end  during  the  season,  and  varies  it  by  casting  a  fly 
now  and  then.  These  diversions  of  the  body  have  their 
parallel  on  the  intellectual  side.  Mr.  Barratt  is  an 
enthusiastic  collector  of  diatoms,  and  in  his  day  has 
mounted  nearly  eight  thousand  slides  of  them.  Yet  he 
manages  to  keep  "  Pears "  ever  before  the  public  eye  all 
over  the  world. 


Business  Gbanoes. 


Mr.  C.  Hardy  is  opening  the  Station  Pharmacy,  at  Heme 
Hill,  S.E.,  under  the  style  of  Hardy  &  Co. 

The  business  of  the  late  Mr.  L.  H.  Verdon,  at  181  Higher 
Hillgate,  Stockport,  has  been  purchased  by  Mr.  Thomas 
Johnson  Dunlop,  chemist  and  druggist,  Stalybridge. 

Mr.  Joseph  Smith,  chemist  and  druggist,  lately  with 
the  Timothy  White  Company,  Portsmouth,  has  gone  into 
business  on  his  own  account  at  10  Cleveland  Road,  Southsea. 

Mr.  J.  Eunson,  chemist  and  druggist,  of  Messrs.  Cargill's 
(Limited),  Colombo,  Ceylon,  will  take  charge  of  the  new 
branch  business  of  the  firm  in  the  Cinnamon  Gardens,  which 
was  lately  Mr.  Neill  S.  Campbell's  establishment.  A  chemist 
will  also  live  on  the  premises. 

Messrs.  Gottl.  Kern  &  Son,  manufacturers  of  chemical 
balances,  &c,  Ebingen,  notify  that  the  head  of  the  firm, 
Herr  Albert  Sauter,  has  passed  on  the  management  to  his 
son  Herr  Gustav  Sauter,  who  will  carry  cn  the  business  at 
Ebingen  and  Ocstmettingen  as  hitherto. 
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Grace  motes. 


A  Perfumery-list. — The  white-and-gold  illustrated  price- 
list  of  Vinolia  perfume-caskets  contains  amongst  many  other 
good  things  illustrations  of  a  new  "quadruple"  series  of 
■concentrated  essences.  Each  perfume  of  this  series  is  boxed 
separately,  and  the  design  onthecoverof  the  box  corresponds 
with  that  used  on  the  label  of  the  bottle.  The  Vinolia 
Company  (Limited),  Maiden  Crescent,  N.W ,  will  forward  a 
•copy  of  the  list  to  any  C.  &  B.  reader  on  receipt  of  a  postcaid 
to  that  effect. 

The  "Ideal"  Bottle.— Most  chemists  would  like  to 
have  for  themselves  a  distinctive  bottle  of  an  original  shape. 

The  ideas  for  such  bottles  when 
submitted  to  the  practical  bottle- 
maker  are  often  found  unworkable  for 
general  purposes  ;  but  to  still  the  cla- 
mour for  "an  original  shape  "the  manu- 
facturers of  the  "  Practical  "  poison- 
bittle  have  hit  upon  a  happy  idea. 
The  "Ideal"  bottle  as  designed  by 
them,  has  for  its  foundation,  so  to 
speak,  the  round  shoulder — perhaps 
the  oldest  style  of  bottle  in  existence. 
The  shoulders,  however,  are  arched 
and  fitted  to  octagonal  sides,  the 
whole  forming  a  strong,  serviceable, 
and  novel-shaped  bottle.  The  bottle 
is  attractive  and  simple,  and  can  be 
produced  at  the  same  cost  as  other 
bottles,  such  as  are  used  for  puttirg 
up  specialities  or  even  for  dispensing. 
It  is  supplied  in  white  flint,  actinic 
green,  and  amber  glass,  in  all  sizes  up 
to  20-oz  ,  for  corks  or  wil.h  white 
globe  stoppers.  The  "  Ideal  "  bottle 
may  be  obtained  from  any  of  the 
leading  wholesale  houses,  and  the 
■patriotic  pharmacist  will  not  like  the 
bottle  the  less  because  "  Made  in 
England''  is  blown  on  the  bottom. 
The  engraving  gives  some  idea  of  the 
shape. 

A  New  Chalybeate  and  Cardiac 
Tabloid. —Messrs.  Burroughs  Well- 
come &  C  5.  have  just  added  to  their 
list  of  tabloid  products  one  composed 
of  3  gr.  soluble  iron  phosphate  and 
gr.  each  of  arsenious  ac:d  and 
oigitalio.  There  are  many  cases  of 
arromia  in  which  something  more  is  wanted  than  the 
hffi-natinic  properties  of  iron  salts.  The  tonic  effects  of 
arsenic  have  in  these  been  amply  demonstrated,  and  with 
the  stimulus  of  the  small  dose  of  digitalin  we  have  in  this 
■"tabloid"  combination  one  that  is  likely  to  be  much  pre- 
scribed by  physicians*.  The  tabloids  are  put  up  in  bottles  of 
twenty-five  and  100. 

Eeport  os  Essential  Oils.  —  The  London  Essence 
Company,  CamberweU  Green,  S.E  ,  have  just  issued  their 
second  half-yearly  report  on  essential  oils,  and  any  of  our 
subscribers  who  would  like  a  copy  can  get  it  free  on  appli- 
cation to  the  company.  The  report  deals  exclusively  with 
the  scientific  side  of  the  subject,  the  notes  being  on  the 
following  oils  : — Abractylis,  citronella,  clove,  grindelia,  hop, 
lavender,  lemon,  lemongrass,  monarda,  neroli,  orange  pea, 
peppermint,  Roman  chamomile,  rose,  sandarac,  and  tuberose. 
Besides,  there  are  observations  on  the  refractive  index 
of  essential  oils,  on  terpenes,  Mr.  Idris's  address,  and  Dutch 
pharmacopoeial  standards.  Miny  of  the  observations  are 
published  for  the  first  time,  and  have  been  made  in  the  firm's 
own  laboratories. 

American  Perfumery. — We  have  received  from  Mr. 
•James  E.  Davis,  Secretary  of  the  Manufacturing  Perfumers' 
Association  of  the  United  States,  a  sumptuously  produce  1 
report  of  the  proceedings  at  the  ninth  annual  meeting  of 
the  Association  held  at  New  York  in  February  last.  The 
report,  with  appendix  and  index,  fills  239  pages  (6  inches  by 
9  inches  each).  It  is  beautifully  printed,  the  portraits  of  the 
principal  officers  of  the  Association,  and  of  two  members  who 


died  last  year,  being  reproduced  on  fine-surface  paper.  The 
appendix  is  divided  into  two  parts.  The  first  contains  a  list 
of  trade-names  used  by  manufacturing  perfumers  of  the 
United  States,  alphabetically  arranged,  and  the  names  of  the 
manufacturers  claiming  the  rights  in  same.  In  the  second 
part  the  manufacturing  perfumers  of  the  United  States  are 
alphabetically  arranged  opposite  the  trade-names  claimed 
by  each,  the  whole  forming  an  excellent  ind.^x  to  American 
perfumery.  This  is  the  fourth  edition  of  the  list  of  trade- 
names, and  its  popularity  and  importance  in  the  perfume- 
industry  are  shown  by  the  fact  that  while  the  names  in  the 
first  edition  numbered  about  five  hundrel,  the  present  edition 
contains  1,515  names. 

TReccnt  mills. 


Bridges— The  will  of  the  late  Mr.  Charles  William 
Bridges,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  24  Sloane  Street,  Knights- 
bridge,  S.W.,  who  died  on  April  5,  1903,  has  been  proved 
by  Miss  Mary  Ann  Caroline  Bridges,  spinster  and  sister, 
the  sole  executrix.  The  gross  amount  of  the  estate  is  valued 
at  3,804!.  Is.  10d  ,  and  the  net  personalty  1,920'.  17s.  2d. 

Pullan.— The  will  of  the  late  Mr.  John  Richard  Pullarj, 
chemist  and  druggist,  4  Royal  Parade,  Harrogate,  who  died 
on  April  11,  1903.  has  been  proved  at  the  Principal  Probate 
Office,  by  Mrs.  Mary  Selina  Pullan,  the  widow,  and  Miss 
Fanny  Ellen  Pullau,  spinster,  the  daughter,  the  executrixes. 
The  gross  amount  of  the  estate  is  valued  at  2.462Z.  12s.  6i , 
and  the  net  psrsoaalty  2  333(.  17s.  31. 

Watts  — Letters  of  administration  to  the  estate  of  the 
late  Mr.  John  Witts,  chemist  and  druggist,  Bradford,  who 
died  oa  October  16,  1902  at  365  Tong  Street,  Dudley  Hill, 
Bradford,  have  been  granted  t)  his  widow  Mrs.  Mary  Watts, 
by  whom  the  gross  estate  is  valued  at  427/.  6s.  5d. 


Mr.  Dooley  on  the  Medicine  =  stamp  Act. 

(  With  apol  'f/ies  to  Mr.  Dunne.) 

"Yis,  Hinnessy.  'tis  a  thrue  worrd  !  a  lot  depinds  on  th' 
p'int  of  view  a'n'  the  schtate  of  m  >ind  a  man's  in — an'  thot 
puts  me  in  remind  of  this  ere  Med'ein'-schtarnp  Act.  Ye  hovn't 
heard  tell  on  ut .'  Sure  thin  O'ill  tell  ye !  Now  whin  this 
scrap  wid  brother  Boer  wor  finished  up  wid,  an'  the  War 
Office  tuk  a  look  round,  the'  found  the'  was  desprit  '  harrd- 
up,'  so  '  Sure '  says  the'  '  the  wind  must  be  riz  somehow,' 
says  the',  '  now  what  can  we  put  an  exthra  tax  on  ? '  says  the". 
An'  afther  a  lot  of  philandherin'  an'  jabber,  the'  tho't  the'd 
put  it  on  patent  med'cin's.  An',  lookye  Hinnessy,  the'  knowed 
what  the'  was  doin',  f 'r  anny  wan  can  see  thot  med  cin'  is  the 
wan  grreat  rival  of  beer  in  th'  aft'ectuns  av  the  peop'e — the' 
will  hov  raed'cin',  an'  'tis  no  use  tellin'  of  'em  t'  buy  vittles 
wid  the  money. 

"  So  th'  War  Office  got  th'  Act  passed  an  1  shtarted  in  a 
foinin'  th'  chemists  whin  the'  sowld  a  penny  box  av  pills 
widout  a  \\d.  schtamp  on  ut.  An"  the  chemUts  thruu  bricks 
at  the  War  Office  (fayguratively  Mr.  Hinnessy),  an'  thin  th' 
War  Office  says  '  Ye  may  sell  med'cin's  what's  med  up  ac- 
cordin' t'  well-known  formulas,  widout  a  schtamp  on  'em.' 
The  chemist  says,  'What's  them  1 '  An'  the  War  Office  says, 
'  If  ye  feel  onsartain  of  anything,  whoy,  bring  it  up  t'  Somer- 
set House  an'  we'll  hov  a  man  t'  tell  ye.' 

"An'th'  chemists  shtarted  a  bringin'  up  ther'  mixtures 
an'  pills  an'  what-not  f  Somerset  House,  an'  th'  man  what  was 
f  p'int  out  the  taxable  wans  did  his  devilmost,  but,  bein'  only 
human,  he  tilt  onsartain  himself  about  some  on  'em ;  but  he 
dasn't  say  so,  in  case  the  War  Office  pulls  his  ear  ;  so  he  marks 
this  wan  '  to  be  schtamped,'  an'  that  wan  'exempt'  to  th' 
best  av'  his  ability. 

"  But  th'  chenrsts  soon  pnt  the'r  heads  together  an_  found 
that  if  two  on  'em  tuk  up  th'  same  med'cin*  wid  th'  same 
label  on  it  f  Somerset  House,  th'  odds  was  about  three  t'  wan 
that  wan  wa'd  be  taxed  an'  'tother  not ;  so  the'  thruu  more 
bricks  at  th'  Governmint.  An'  thot's  how  the'  schtand  now, 
Mr.  Hinnessy— th'  War  Office  done  what  the'  c'u'd  from  the  r 
p'int  of  view,  ai'  th'  chemists,  lookin'  at  ut  from  the'r  p'int 
of  view,  calls  it  dum  foolishness  an'  intherferin'  wid  th' 
roight  of  free-borrn  phar-rmacists.  But  O'id  lay  me  money 
on  th'  Guv'ment." 
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Scientific  iprogrem 


Artificial  Jasmin  Oil. — The  essential  oil  of  jasmin  flowers 
is.  only  obtained  to  the  extent  of  about  O'l  per  cent.,  and  costs  about 
3,000m.  per  kilo.  Heine  &  Co.,  of  Leipzig,  have  taken  out  a 
patent  for  the  preparation  of  an  artificial  jasmin  oil,  consisting  of 
a  mixture  of  55  parts  of  benzyl  acetate,  15  parts  of  linalyl  acetate, 
10'parts  of  linalol,  and  20  parts  of  benzyl  alcohol. 

Vetiyql. — Fritsche  &  Co.  have  obtained  a  patent  for  the  pre- 
paration of  vetivol,  the  characteristic  alcohol  of  oil  of  vetiver.  The 
ketones  in  the  oil  are  removed  by  means  of  ammonia  derivatives, 
and  the  remaining  oil  is  eslexified.  with  a  bibasic  acid.  The  non- 
alcoholic bodies  are  separated  by  extraction,  and  the  esters  are 
saponified.  Two  alcohols  are  obtained — one  of  the  formula 
CsH140,  of  sp.  gr.  0  980,  and  the  other  CuH130,  of  sp.  gr.  1-020. 

Digitalin -a:-..  — Ecalle,  in  a  paper  presented  to  the  Paris 
Society  of  Pharmacy,  gives  the  following  method  for  the  assay  of 
digitalis  preparations.  The  liquid  preparation  is  evaporated 
nearly  to  dryness,  and  the  residue  is  redissolved  in  water.  The 
volume  is  made  up  to  150  c.c,  and  25  c.c.of  a  0'1-per-cent.  solution 
of.  lead  subacetate  and  25  c.c.  more  water  are  added.  The  liquid 
is  filtered,  and  100  c.c.  of  the  filtrate  is  used  for  the  estimation. 
The  excess  of  lead  is  precipitated  by  10  c.c.  of  a  solution  of  sodium 
sulphate,  and,  after  twenty-four  hours'  rest,  90  c.c.  of  the  clear  liquid 
is  decanted,  representing  5n0"„  of  the  liquid  used  at  the  commence- 
ment. Two  cubic  centimetres  of  ammonia  ( 10  per  cent.  I  and  30  c.c. 
of  chloroform  are  now  added.  After  shaking,  the  chloroform  is 
separated,  and  the  process  is  repeated  five  times.  The  chloro- 
formic  liquid  is  now  evaporated,  and  the  residue  is  redissolved  in 
3  c.c.  of  fresh  chloroform.  This  solution  is  transferred  to  a  tared 
dish,  and  10  c.c.  of  ether  and  70  c.c.  of  petroleum  ether  are  added 
to  it.  The  whole  is  allowed  to  stand  for  twenty-four  hours 
covered  with  a  beaker,  when  the  liquid  is  poured  off  as  far  as  pos- 
sible, the  last  few  drops  being  evaporated  with  the  purified  residue. 
This  is  dried  and  weighed  in  the  usual  manner. 

Analysis  of  Pyrethrum.- Ferdinand  Jean  (Ann.  de  Chim. 
Anal.  1903,  285)  gives  the  following  results  of  analyses  of  several 
samples  of  this  drug.  The  typical  sample  was  powdered  from  the 
flowers  by  himself,  and  of  the  others  only  No.  1  was  adulterated, 
chromate  of  lead  and  foreign  woody  fibre  being  found  in  it.  He 
considered  that  a  microscopic  examination  should  always  supple- 
ment the  chemical  analysis,  and  gives  the  following  figures  as 
(with  the  exception  of  those  for  sample  1)  standards :  - 


Type 

1 

2 

3 

4 

Per  cent. 

Per  cent. 

1 

Per  cent.  Per  cent. 

Per  cent. 

Ash  % 

8-9 

75 

10 

8-7 

9 

Acidity  (as  H03O4) 

1 

1 

11 

G'6 

1 

Alcohol-ether  ext. 

2+ 

24-9 

30-5 

219 

24-4 

Resins 

9-3 

8 

13-8 

94 

11-1 

Water-soluble  ... 

14 '7 

16-9 

16-7 

12-5 

12-3 

Iodine-value 

3-9 

7-7 

5-2 

3-1 

5-8 

Perfume-formation  in  Plants. — Charabofc  and  La  Loue 
have  published  the  results  of  an  examination  of  the  geranium 
from  the  point  of  view  of  the  distribution  of  the  various  odour- 
bearers  in  the  different  parts  of  the  organism.  From  5  kilos,  of 
plant- substance  they  separated  145  grams  of  roots,  1,835  grams  of 
leaves,  and  3,020  grams  of  stems  and  petioles.  These  were  dried 
and  examined.  It  was  found  that  the  amount  of  volatile  acids  was 
greatest  in  the  leaves  and  diminished  in  the  petioles,  and  still 
further  in  the  stems.  The  whole  of  the  terpenic  compounds  were 
found  to  reside  in  the  leaves,  which  is  in  agreement  with  the  fact 
that  geranium-flowers  are  destitute  of  perfume.  The  essential  oil 
was  distilled  from  the  plant,  and  was  examined  as  a  whole,  and 
also  in  the  separate  portions  which  were  (1)  decanted  from  the 
distillation-water,  and  (2)  extracted  from  the  solution  in  the 
water.    The  oils  had  the  following  properties  : 


Decanted 

Extracted 

Total  Oil 

Sp.  gr.  at  15°  

0-8979 

0-8930 

0-8971 

Rotation...  ..; 

-11°  2' 

-5°  13' 

-10°  6' 

Acid-number  ... 

47 

16-5 

42 

Ester-number  

166 

6-7 

15 

Alcohols  (C10H20O)  ... 

70-7 

77-5 

71-8 

*Rhodinol 

37-5 

30-6 

36-3 

Geraniol.  

33-2 

46-9 

35-3 

*  By  "rhodinol"  we  presume  citronellol  is  meant. 


Zhe  IRaletooscope. 


Beautifying  Bloomsbury. 
II. 

In  the  scheme  of  Beautifying  Bloomsbury  suggested  by  the 
artist  attention  must  necessarily  be  given  to  the  door  of  No.  17. 
The  outer  door  is  referred  to,  for  the  inner  one  calls  attention  to 
itself,  and  may  even  knock  down  the  unwary  visitor  who  is  un- 
acquainted with  the  concealed  infernal  machine.  The  above 
design  incorporates  the  face  of  the  founder  of  the  Society  as  a 
door-knocker,  because  it  was  through  the  tintinabulations  of  this 
Bell  that  the  attention  of  the  State  was  first  drawn  to  the 
necessity  for  a  pharmaceutical  qualification.  1 


practical  IRotea  anb  formula:. 


Alum-points. 

'  These  are  prepared  by  adding  a  few  drops  of  water  to 
powdered  alum  and  heating  in  a  porcelain  dish  over  a 
flame.  When  the  alum  melts  it  is  poured  into  moulds  of 
paraffin-paper.  Copper-sulphate  points  are  made  by  massing 
finely  powdered  copper  sulphate  with  mucilage  of  acacia  or 
simple  syrup,  and  moulding.  In  a  few  days  the  points 
become  quite  hard. 

Solubility  of  Phosphorus. 
The  following  particulars  as  to  the  solubility  of  phos- 
phorus in  100  grams  of  various  solvents  at  15°  C.  were  given 
in  a  recent  number  of  the  Chem.  Zeit.,  Repert. :  • 

Expressed  oil  almonds       ....       ...  1'25  gram 

Oleic  acid     1*06  gram 

Paraffin                                     ...  1"45  gram 

Water                                         ...  0-0003  gram 

Acetic  acid  (96  per  cent.)  ...       ...  0-105  gram 

Domestic  Uses  op  Alkali.  . 

'Now  that  powdered  caustic  soda  can  be  obtained  at  a  fairly 
reasonable  price,  chemists  might  do  something  to  promote 
the  use  of  this  very  good  detergent  in  the  household.  For 
cleaning  sinks  and  water-closets,  the  well-known  property,  of 
caustic  soda  of  destroying  organic  matter  makes  it  preferable 
to  any  disinfectant.  Dirty  saucepans  are  quickly  cleaned 
with  this  alkali,  whilst  a  teaspoonful  of  powdered  caustic 
soda  in  a  quart  of  warm  water  is  one  of  the  best  cleansing-, 
solutions  for  "  slimy  '  sponges.  The  directions  for  usiDg  the 
alkali  should,  contain  a  caution  against  the  abuse  of  the, 
article,  which,  whilst  a  good  servant,  is  a  poor  master.,,  i 
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©baemttone  ant>  IRenections, 

By  Xeayser. 


The  Diary  Formulary 

will  help  chemists  very  considerably 
to  get  round  the  difficulty  and  expense  created  by  Ransom 
v.  Sanguinetti.  It  is  interesting  to  learn  that  the  common 
danger  has  induced  so  many  chemists  to  contribute  their 
treasured  recipes  to  this  collection.  Time  was  when  the 
sacred  manuscript  volume  was  retained  in  the  exclusive 
possession  of  the  head  of  the  firm,  who  himself  secretly 
mixed  together  some  of  the  ingredients  of  his  famous 
compounds  with  the  express  object  of  baffling  the  curiosity 
of  the  apprentice  whom  he  had  undertaken  to  initiate  into 
the  mysteries  of  his  calling.  Another  interesting  feature  of 
this  formulary  is  that  the  Board  of  Inland  Revenue 
is  willing  to  recognise  it  as  known,  admitted,  and  approved. 
This  and  certain  other  concessions  prove  that  the  Board  is 
not  eager  to  press  its  extra  powers  unduly. 

Dr.  McWalter's  Note 

about  the  therapeutic  virtues  of  treacle 
is  opportune.  Many  pharmacists  use  this  substance  as  an 
ingredient  in  their  cough-mixtures,  but  I  doubt  if  a  large 
proportion  of  them  knew  of  its  "  marvellous  powers  as  a 
sedative  in  cases  of  cough  and  as  an  analgesic  in  colicky 
complaints,"  and  some  of  them  perhaps  felt  a  little  shy  of 
naming  it  on  their  labels.  Indeed,  even  now  they  will  prefer 
to  let  it  appear  in  the  formula  as  theriaca.  This  I  suppose 
will  satisfy  Somerset  House.  The  old  Greek  word  fills  a 
glorious  place  in  the  history  of  physic ;  its  English  equivalent 
inevitably  recalls  the  medicine-mornings  at  Dotheboys  Hall. 

Ibsen  the  Pharmacist 

reminds  one  a  good  deal  of  Keats. 
Both  served  their  apprenticeship  to  apothecaries  in  a  dis- 
contented manner,  both  spent  the  time  which  ought  to  have 
been  devoted  to  the  worship  of  drugs  to  the  production  of 
verses,  both  failed  to  secure  the  appreciation  of  the  pro- 
fessional critics,  and  both  seemed  morbidly  affected  thereby. 
Keats  took  his  punishment  very  badly,  but  Ibsen's  sounder 
constitution  enabled  him  to  hit  back,  and  he  has  lived  to 
enjoy  his  fame,  a  compensation  which  was  denied  to  the 
English  poet.  Dante  was  another  poet  with  a  pharmaceu- 
tical association,  but  his  enrolment  in  the  guild  of  Florentine 
apothecaries  was  apparently  about  as  nominal  as  would  be 
that  of  our  Prime  Minister  with  the  grocers  or  tailors,  if  he 
happens  to  be  a  member  of  either  of  those  corporations. 
Pharmacy,  indeed,  can  only  boast  of  these  three  geniuses  in 
a  very  modified  form.  If  it  did  anything  for  either  of  them 
in  the  way  of  cultivating  his  talents,  it  could  only  have  been 
by  adding  to  the  suffering  which  another  poet  has  declared 
to  be  the  seed  of  song. 

A  Formula  for  Incense 

is  inquired  for  by  "  Tus,"  and  one  is 
supplied  "  as  used  in  a  London  church."  It  is  rather  curious 
that  there  is  no  definite  formula  for  this  ecclesiastical 
adjunct.  It  might  have  been  expected  that  the  Roman 
Catholic  Church  at  least  would  have  prescribed  something 
which  should  be  invariable.  But  this  never  seems  to  have 
been  done.  I  have  known  a  compound  quite  different  from 
this  one  quoted  supplied  to  a  large  convent.  It  consisted 
of  benzoin  and  storax,  of  each  4  oz  ;  labdanum  and  myrrh, 
of  each  6  oz. ;  cascarilla,  3  oz. ;  cinnamon  oil,  8  minims, 
clove  oil,  10  minims  ;  lavender  and  bergamot  oils,  of  each 
20  minims. 


Sir  George  Birdwood, 

in  a  learned  article  in  the  "  Encyclo- 
poedia  Britannica,"  tells  us  that  in  Rome  olibanum  alone  is 
employed  ;  in  other  places  benzoin,  storax,  aloes,  cascarilla- 
bark,  cinnamon,  cloves,  and  musk  are  all  said  to  be 
occasionally  used.  In  the  Russian  Church  benzoin  is  chiefly 
employed.  So  it  is  in  India.  We  are  also  told  that  books 
of  ritual  agree  that  Exodus  xxx.  34  should  be  taken  as  a 
guide  as  much  as  possible.  This  is  a  hard  saying.  The 
prescription  there  given  is  stacte,  onycha,  galbanum,  and 
frankincense,  equal  parts.  Stacte  (in  Hebrew  nataph")  has 
been  guessed  by  various  scholars  to  have  been  styrax, 
opobalsamum,  myrrh,  and  other  gums  or  compounds  of  gums, 
or  distillations  from  them.  The  word  meant  in  both 
languages  "  something  that  runs."  Onycha  has  similarly  been 
credited  to  bdellium,  labdanum,  mastic,  and  other  sub- 
stances ;  but  it  is  now  generally  supposed  to  be  the  shell  of 
a  sort  of  mussel,  found  in  the  Red  Sea,  which  gives  a  musky 
odour.  Galbanum  and  frankincense  are  similarly  of  more  or 
less  doubtful  identification.  Whatever  the  composition  of 
incense,  there  must  be  altogether  large  quantities  of  it 
used,  even  in  this  country,  notwithstanding  its  declared 
illegality  in  the  Anglican  Church  service.  Who  supplies  it  ? 
Chemists  perhaps  to  some  little  extent,  but  not,  I  think, 
generally,  or  there  would  be  more  frequent  demands  for  the 
formula. 

American  Advertisements 

may  be  assumed  to  be  an  index  to 
American  fads,  though  whether  the  supply  responds  to  the 
demand  or  creates  it  is  an  unsolved  problem.  Judging  from 
the  advertising-sheets  of  the  popular  magazines  of  the  United 
States,  it  is  evident  that  the  ministers  of  personal  beauty  are 
going  strong  in  the  Western  land.  In  one  of  these  periodicals 
that  I  have  been  studying  I  find  cures  for  obesity,  advocated 
with  the  most  courageous  confidence,  a  prevalent  feature. 
One  inventor  "guarantees  results  "  with  an  ointment  which 
will  "  wash  the  fat  away";  another  sells  tablets,  and  will 
refund  the  money  if  you  have  not  lost  flesh  in  thirty  days ;  a 
third — "a  regular  practising  physician" — will  prescribe  a 
treatment  which  shall  annihilate  three  to  five  pounds  of  flesh 
weekly ;  another  removed  seventy  pounds  of  fat  from  a  lady 
in  three  months,  and  forty  pounds  from  a  gentleman  in  four 
months,  and  gives  their  names  and  addresses  ;  a  Chicago  lady 
will  reduce  you  if  you  are  "overly  large,"  and  increase  your 
vitality  at  the  same  time ;  or  by  a  gold  or  silver  electric 
roller,  invented  by  a  recognised  authority,  any  part  of  you 
can  be  reduced  or  developed  at  your  pleasure. 

Hair  Experts 

ask  for  combings— but  one  professor,  a  celebrated 
bacteriologist,  will  be  satisfied  with  three  fallen  hairs— and 
they  will  send  back  the  report  of  a  microscopical  examination 
and  a  diagnosis  of  your  case,  explaining  whether  it  can  be 
usefully  treated  or  not.  Superfluous  hairs  can  be  easily 
removed  without  electricity  or  depilatories,  wrinkles  dis- 
pelled, blindness  prevented,  deafness  cured,  memory  rein- 
stated, youth  recalled,  by  one  or  other  of  these  advertisers. 
In  most  cases  money  will  be  refunded  if  you  are  not  satisfied. 
Only  write  for  what  some  of  them  call  a  "  catalog."  You  can 
get  beds,  boots,  pianos,  suits  of  clothes,  typewriters,  ostrich- 
feathers,  or  diamonds  sent  to  you,  and  you  can  return  them 
at  the  sellers'  expense  if  you  do  not  want  them.  Only  write 
to  us,  plead  these  philanthropists.  American  advertising  is 
no  doubt  very  clever,  but  the  "expert"  style  repeated  a 
hundred  times  begins  to  pall,  and  the  English  reader  begins 
to  sigh  for  the  more  useful  style  to  which  he  is  accustomed 
at  home. 
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DISINFECTANTS. 

Ok  "  Sanitas "  Co.,  Cim., 


are  the  exclusive  Manufacturers  of  the 
well-known  Non-poisonous 


If 


1 


and  their  other  Manufactures  include 


"  Soldis,"   "  Okol,"    "  Creocide,"    "  Ochlor," 
"  Kingzett's  Patent  Sulphur  Fumigating  Candles," 
"  Sulphugators,"  "Formic  Sulphugators."  "  Formie  Air 
Purifiers," 

"Formie  Fumigators,"  "Formie  Aldehyde" 
(40  per  cent.  Solution,  Tablets,  and  Powder), 
Kingzett's  Patent  Drain  Testers,  Sheep  Dips,  Weed  Killer, 
Patent  Preserved  Peroxide  of  Hydrogen,  and  Carbolic 
Fluids,  Powders,  and  Soaps. 
u Sanitas  "  Pamphlet  and  "How  to  Disinfect"  Book  will  be  sent 
free  on  application  to— 

THE  "SANITAS"  CO.,  Ltd.,  Betnnal  Green,  LONDON,  E. 


MINERAL  WATERS 

YIELD  A 

MAXIMUM    OF  PROFIT 

WITH  A  [2] 
MINIMUM    OF  TROUBLE. 


By  Appointment  to  King  Edward  VII. 

Ardwick  Green,  MANCHESTEf 


SPRATT'S  PATENT 


DOG 
CAKES. 


Trade  Terms  of 

SPRATT'S  PATENT,  LI£ 

24  &  25  Fenchurch  Street,  LONDON,  E.C. 


WILCOX,  JOZEAU  &  GO. 

49  Haymarhet,  LONDON,  S.OT. 

WHOLESALE  IMPORTERS 
OF  PHARMACEUTICAL  SPECIALITIES 


FRENCH*CERMAN 

PROPRIETARY  MEDICINES 


PRICE  LIST  ON  APPLICATION. 


LOWEST  PRICES. 


MILNE'S  BATTIST 

A  WATERPROOF  TISSUE  in  place  of 

OILED  SILK,  GUTTAPERCHA,  OR  JACONET, 

GREASE-  AND  SPIRIT-PROOF. 

NON-ADHESIVE  AND  PERMANENT 

Oan  be  boiled  for  two  hours  without  injury. 

ISTitlistands     all  Antiseptics. 

One-yard  Boxes  or  Fifty -yard  Rolls. 
38  and  46  inches  wide. 


The  Galen  Manfg.  Co.,  Ltd.,  LONDON,  S.E. 


BNCONICAL  (gebasene) 

Glycerine  Suppositories. 

Boxes  containing:  i  doz.  Children's  size,  5- 
Boxes  containing  i  doz.  Adults'  size.  6/- per  doz. 
Old  Style  ordinary  conical  shape,  6d.  per  doz.  less. 

Also 

ANHYDROUS  GLYCERINE  SUPPOSITORIES 

Bottles  containing  i  doz.,  5/6  per  doz. 

Packed  with  Handsome  Engraved  Label.  Name 
and  address  free  on  3  doz.,  carriage  paid. 


STANDARD   TABLET  CO. 

HOVE,  England. 


PATENTS  AND  TRADE  MARKS. 

There  are  many  woirying  difficulties  to  be  overcome  in  oonneotfon 
with  the  Registration  of  Trade  Marks  and  the  grant  of  Letters  Patent 
which  member?  of  the  Retail  and  Wholesale  Drug  Trade  can  avoid  by 
consulting  an  efficient  agent,  who  would  undertake  all  the  trouble  fcr 
an  inclusive  fee  and  obtain  protection  in  the  United  Kingdom  and 
abroad.  Advice  in  the  first  instance  free.  Pamphlets  gratis. 

REGINALD  W.  BARKER, 

56  Ludgate  Hill,  London. 


JSMtodal  Comments, 


Ships,  Men,  and  Money,  but — 

Insufficient  university  education.  Such  is,  in  effect,  Sir 
Norman  Lockyer's  summing  up  of  the  present  British  indus- 
trial situation.  In  his  address  as  President  of  the  British 
Association  this  eminent  astronomer  has  not  looked  over  ihe 
heads  of  the  people,  in  the  sense  of  spjaking  in  parables  or 
in  language  that  the  man  in  the  street  cannot  understand. 
By  contrasting  the  present  condition  of  higher  education  in 
this  country  with  the  condition  of  our  Navy  in  1883  he  was 
at  least  popular,  but  we  feel  that  he  might  have  been  more 
convincing.  It  is  not  more  universities  that  we  want  so 
much  as  better  State  organisation  of  education  in  the  fullest 
sense  of  the  term — that  is,  from  the  time  a  child  enters  a 
school  until  he  is  sent  forth  to  the  world  by  a  university  as 
one  of  the  controlling  factors  in  our  commerce  and  industries- 
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We  spend  through  the  Government  mere  than  thirteen 
millions  a  year  on  education,  and  all  but  a  million  or  thereby 
is  absorbed  in  elementary  educxtion  of  the  masses.  Many 
millions  are  also  spent  privately.  In  England  and  Wales 
the  elementary  e  lucition  of  the  children  of  the  middle  and 
upper  classes  is  almost  entirely  outside  the  control  of  the 
State,  so  tha1;  it  is  only  in  a  secondary  sense  that  the 
system  of  education  benefits  from  the  organisation  and 
experience  of  the  Education  Department.  Scotland  and 
Ireland  are  better  served  in  this  respect.  There 
private  public  schools  are  proportionately  fewer,  and 
the  educational  establishments  have  the  advantage  of 
State  aid  and  control  far  beyond  what  exists  in  England 
and  Wales.  It  appears  to  us,  therefore,  that  along  with 
extension  of  our  university  system  there  must  be  devised 
some  means  of  taking  a  grip  of  our  great  public  schools  (the 
little  ones  may  as  well  be  shut  up  as  they  were  in  Scotland 
a  generation  since),  so  that  the  schemes  of  study  may  be 
directed  to  the  most  desirable  and  useful  national  purposes. 
The  intellectual  waste  that  goes  on  in  boarding  and  public 
schools  is  enormous  ;  the  education  is  exceedingly  expensive, 
and  it  is  largely  directed  to  pushing  on  the  brighter  scholars 
for  academic  prizes,  and  helping  others  to  shine  in  sports 
and  pastimes.  We  shall  never  approach  American  and 
German  educational  systems  while  that  continues,  nor  will 
our  universities  get  the  best  material.  Sir  Norman  Lockyer's 
proposal  to  set  aside  twenty-three  millions  of  national 
capital  to  perfect  our  university  system  is  not  extravagant. 
We  spend  as  much  as  that  in  Board-school  educa'ion  in  two 
years,  and  a  capital  grant  of  this  sum  would  be  little  felt  by 
the  taxpayer.  Sir  Norman  has  not  told  us  what  he  would  do 
with  it — at  least  he  does  not  give  the  details — but  if  the 
money  is  ever  granted  a  scheme  of  university  and  educa- 
tional reform  should  accompany  it,  and  the  machinery  which 
he  proposes  will  be  necessary.  It  is  a  scientific  national 
Council  such  as  was  proposed  by  the  Boyal  Commission  on 
Science,  of  which  Sir  Norman  was  Secretary,  in  1870. 
Germany  has  carried  out  the  idea,  as  that  country  has  an 
Elucational  Council  consisting  of  representatives  of  the 
ministry,  the  universities,  the  industries,  and  agriculture. 
It  consists  of  about  a  dozen  members,  consultative,  and  it 
reports  direct  to  the  Emperor.  It  does  for  industrial  war 
what  military  an  1  so-called  defence  councils  do  for  national 
armaments :  it  considers  everything  relating  to  the  use  of 
brain-power  in  peace — from  alterations  in  school  regulations 
and  the  organisation  of  the  universities,  to  railway  rates  and 
fiscal  schemes,  in:luding  the  adjustment  of  duties.  What 
this  council  advises  generally  becomes  law.  Is  there  any 
reason  why  the  United  Kingdom  should  not  do  likewise  ? 


Penny  Trade. 

One  of  the  most  serious  results  of  the  proposed  alteration  in 
the  administration  of  the  Medicine-stamp  Acts,  consequent 
upon  the  decision  in  the  case  of  Ransom  v.  Sanguinetti,  is 
the  interference  that  will  take  place  on  and  after  Decem- 
ber 31  with  the  sale  of  small  quantities  of  medicines  under 
ailment-names.  This  business  is  generally  referred  to  as  the 
"  penny  trade,"  and,  humble  though  it  may  be,  it  bulks  largely 
in  working-class  districts,  qualified  chemists  and  druggists 
having  a  good  share  of  it,  but  others,  such  as  herbalists, 
grocers,  and  small  shopkeepers,  have  probably  as  much.  The 
business  has  been  well  pushed  with  the  latter  class  during 
recent  years  by  some  qualified  chemists  and  druggists  and 
wholesale  houses,  and  whether  this  has  been  for  the  public 
convenience  or  not  need  not  be  discussed.  But  in  view  of 
tie  fact  that  the  decision  in  Farmer  v.  Glyn-Jones  will  give 
qualified  chemists  and  druggists  a  marked  advantage  over 


their  unqualified  competitors  in  retailing  small  quantities  of 
remedies,  it  is  well  to  note  that  the  intention  of  the  Legisla- 
ture from  the  outset  has  been  to  limit  the  medicine-trade  of 
unqualified  persons.  The  first  Medicine-stamp  Act  (1753) 
required  only  unqualified  dealers  to  take  out  the  medicine- 
licence,  and  only  the  medicines  sold  by  them  and  patented 
medicines  were  required  to  be  stamped.  All  the  medicines 
that  these  licensed  vendors  sold  were  subject  to  duty,  no 
matter  whether  simples  or  compounds,  herbs  or  chemicals; 
while  those  sold  by  druggists,  for  example,  were  free  from 
duty,  and  the  druggists  required  no  licence  to  sell  patented 
medicines.  The  enactment  was  undoubtedly  too  stringent, 
and  the  Government  of  the  day  promptly  secured  its  amend- 
ment in  the  1785  Act  which,  although  repealed  in  1802, 
embodied  substantially  the  provisions  that  are  now  in  force. 
The  1785  Act  contained  the  three  exemptions  which  are 
scheduled  in  the  1812  Act  with  slight  verbal  alterations. 
We  think  these  deserve  more  careful  consideration  of  all 
interested.  They  are  printed  in  full  in  The  Chemists'  and 
Druggists'  Diary,  1903,  pages  521,  522.  The  exemptions 
embody  the  undoubtedly  sound  principle  that  surgeons 
apothecaries,  chemists  and  druggists  who  have  served  a 
regular  apprenticeship  (they  being  the  practitioners  of 
pharmacy  of  that  day)  should  have  special  recognition  as 
regards  the  sale  of  galenical,  chemical,  and  officinal  prepara- 
tions, while  vendors  outside  legitimate  pharmacy  were  per- 
mitted to  sell  a  very  large  number  of  simples  without  tax  or 
hindrance.  The  first  exemption  in  the  1785  Act  (as  well  as 
in  those  which  succeeded  it)  was  in  respect  of  all  drugs 
named  in  Sir  Harbottle  Grimstone's  "  Book  of  Rates.''  The 
list  of  drugs  named  in  that  book  was  not  embodied  in  any  of 
the  Acts,  but  it  is  printed  in  our  Diary.  An  examination  of  it 
will  show  that  although  some  of  the  articles  are  now  anti- 
quated as  remedies,  a  large  number  of  them  are  still  in 
common  use  and  constitute  the  bulk  of  the  herbalist's  stock- 
in-trade.  The  exemption  gives  plenty  of  scope  for  business- 
The  second  exemption  deals  with  entire  drugs,  which  may 
be  sold  without  stamp-duty  if  they  are  not  mixed  with 
any  other  ingredient ;  the  vendors  may  call  them  what  they 
like,  and  recommend  them  to  the  skies  if  they  please  ;  but 
if  the  vendors  are  not  qualified  they  have  to  take  out  a 
medicine-vendor's  licence.  The  latitude  is  much  wider  in  re- 
gard to  the  drugs  mentioned  in  the  "  Book  of  Rates,"  because 
admixture  is  not  prohibited  in  the  exemption  nor  is  a  licence 
required  to  sell  the  drugs.  Otherwise  the  conditions  in  respect 
to  exemption  of  entire  drugs  apply  to  the  drugs  covered  by 
Exemption  1,  and  under  these  it  will  be  apparent  on 
examination  that  the  list  gives  those  who  are  not  qualified 
chemists  and  druggists,  as  well  as  those  who  are,  much  scope 
for  enterprise.  It  will,  of  course,  be  noted  that  the  list  con- 
tains a  number  of  articles  which  in  1858  were  scheduled  as 
poisons — for  example,  corrosive  sublimate,  red  precipitate, 
nux  vomica,  and  opium.  It  may  be  objected  that  the  list  is 
far  too  antiquated,  but  the  reply  to  this  is  that  the  legis- 
lators of  1785  recognised  the  desirability  of  makiDg  provision 
for  other  simple  remedies  that  might  come  into  popular  use, 
and  this  was  really  done  in  the  second,  or  entire  drugs, 
Exemption,  with  the  precaution  of  restricting  the  sale  to 
qualified  or  licensed  persons.  Up  to  the  present  the  pro- 
visions of  Exemption  1  have  been  as  little  taken  advantage 
of  as  those  of  Exemption  3  were  until  Mr.  Glyn-Jones  set 
the  ball  rolling,  and  it  remains  to  be  seen  how  far  those  for 
whom  the  Exemption  was  created  can  carry  it  into  practice. 


August  Trade. 

The  foreign  trade  of  the  United  Kingdom  during  August,  as 
set  forth  by  the  Board  of  Trade  Returns,  shows  such  excel- 
lent results  that  one  is  at  a  loss  to  account  for  the  persistent 
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grumbling  that  characterised  the  chief  holiday-month  of 
the  year.  Of  goods  we  imported  2  340,000/.  worth  more  than 
in  August,  1902,  and  exported  l,365,O00Z.  more  than  in  the 
corresponding  month  of  1902.  It  is  necessary,  however,  to 
take  note  of  the  fact  that  the  Coronation  holidays  last  year 
interfered  with  business.  Last  month's  increase  in  imports 
is  spread  over  foodstuffs  (chiefly  sugar),  raw  materials,  and 
manufactured  goods.  The  increase  in  sugar  is  notable, 
imports  being  valued  at  2,235,800/.,  against  939,200/.  in 
1902.  This,  of  course,  is  due  to  the  coming  incidence  of  the 
Sugar  Convention.  On  the  export  side  the  chief  gains  are 
in  articles  wholly  or  mainly  manufactured,  cotton  and  wool 
fabrics  being  at  the  top.  Chemicals,  drugs,  idyes,  and 
colours  advanced  to  939,500/.,  or  53,400/.  more ;  than  in 
August,  1902.  Under  this  schedule  our  exports  ^for  the 
eight  months  amount  to  8,187,000/.,  or  an  increase  of 
387,200/.  compared  with  the  like  period  in  1902.  The  over- 
production and  demoralisation  in  the  prices  for  bleaching- 
materials  is  evidenced  from  the  fact  that  during  the  first 
eight  months  of  this  year  we  have  shipped  711,000  cwt.,  or 
87,000  cwt.  more  than  in  1902,  but  the  values  dropped  by 
52,000/.  At  present  there  is  little  prospect  of  an  improve- 
ment in  prices,  as  the  introduction  of  electrolytic  bleach  has 
made  it  increasingly  difficult  to  regulate  the  market  by 
combination.  There  is  a  decided  improvement  in  the  exports 
of  copper  sulphate,  which  have  increased  this  year  by  10,000 
tons,  and  values  by  176,000/.  We  understand  that  the 
American  activity  in  this  article,  especially  for  the  Conti- 
nent, has  lessened  considerably,  but  that  is  no  reason  why 
British  makers  should  relax  their  energies.  A  shrinkage  of 
28,000  tons  in  chemical  manures  is  noticeable,  but  values 
for  the  eight  months  show  an  advance  of  42,000/.  Germany 
and  Belgium  have  purchased  smaller  quantities  this  year. 
The  figures  relating  to  the  exports  of  soda  compounds  are  on 
the  whole  satisfactory  as  regards  quantity,  showing  increases 
of  15,000  cwt.  on  the  month  and  227,000  cwt.  for  the  eight 
months,  but  the  values  only  advanced  by  6,000/.,  the  total 
being  838,768/.,  as  against  832,494/.  for  the  eight  months  of 
1902.  The  competition  appears  to  have  been  keenest  in 
sulphate  of  soda.  Caustic  soda  and  carbonate  of  soda 
decreased  in  amounts,  and  soda  ash,  soda  bicarbonate,  and 
sulphate  show  an  improvement,  especially  the  last.  The 
value  of  drugs  and  medicinal  preparations  exported  this 
year,  so  far,  is  921,350/.,  or  35,000/.  more  than  in  1902.  Our 
quicksilver  exports  have  been  decreasing  for  the  past  two 
years,  as  will  be  seen  from  the  following  figures : 

1901  1902  19C3 

lbs.  lbs.  lbs. 

August    168,376  76,129  72,177 

January-August  ...  1,372,865  1,128,227  1,010,915 
Converting  this  quantity  into  bottles,  we  find  that  the 
exports  this  year  amount  to  13,878  bottles,  against  15.043  in 
1902,  18,305  in  1901,  and  14,785  bottles  in  1900.  The 
average  price  has  also  declined  since  1900,  as  will  be  seen 
from  statistics  given  in  our  Trade  Keport.  Our  imports  of 
quinine  have  been  considerably  smaller,  so  far,  but  exports, 
especially  of  British  make,  continue  satisfactory.  The 
following  are  the  figures  in  ounces : 

Imports. 

1902  19C3 

August                                    69,932  51,762 

January-August                        968,636  348,535 


August 

January-August  , 
August 

January-August 


■  Exports. 
1902 
83,545 
448,688 

54,054 
148,086 


over  10Ji.  per  oz.,  and  the  exports  of  British  quinine  and 
quinine  salts  were  valued  at  5,183/.,  or  Is.  Id.  per  oz.,  while 
the  foreign  exports  amounted  in  value  to  1,093/.,  which 
works  out  at  about  Is.  0^d.  per  oz. 


1903 

94,174]  c  ...  ,  , 
510/773  J  Bntlsh  make- 

20,868)  J,     .  , 
190/739  jForelga  make- 


The  August  imports  were  valued  at  2,466!.,  or  a  fraction 


German  Trade  in  1902. 

The  annual  report  of  Consul-General  Francis  Oppenheimer 
on  the  trade  and  commerce  of  Frankfort-on-Main  for  1902, 
which  has  recently  been  issued,  is  practically  a  report  on 
the  commerce  of  the  whole  of  the  Empire  during  1902.  It 
contains  some  interesting  and  valuable  information  concern- 
ing the  German  chemical-industry,  of  which  Frankfort  is 
one  of  the  chief  centres.  The  Consul-General  states  that  the 
business-results  during  1902  were  more  favourable  than 
those  of  1901.  During  the  latter  year  the  low-water  mark 
of  business  was  reached  and  had  been  intensified  by  a  series 
of  serious  financial  disasters,  but  since  then  the  clouds 
have  lifted  somewhat  and  the  prospects  at  the  end  of  1902 
were  more  favourable  than  at  the  beginning.  The  imports 
into  Germany  during  1902  amounted  to  about  285,598,000/. 
being  about  80,000/.  in  excess  of  those  of  the  previous  year.. 
Exports,  on  the  other  hand,  advanced  by  24,700,000/.  to 
250,335,000/.,  a  figure  which  apparently  constituted  ■  a  i 
record.  The  United  Kingdom's  participation  in  German 
foreign  trade  last  year  represented  1T5  per  cent,  of  the 
entire  German  imports,  against  139  per  cent,  in  1900  and 
15  2  per  cent,  in  1898. 

The  exports  to  the  United  Kingdom  represented  20  3  per 
cent,  of  the  total  exports,  against  192  per  cent,  in  1900  and 
20  per  cent,  in  1893.  The  share  of  the  United  States  in  the 
imports  of  Germany  in  1901  (last  year's  figures  are  not 
given)  was  18  2  per  cent,  and  the  share  in  the  exports 
8  5  per  cent.  Germany's  trade  with  British  India 
has  considerably  increased,  both  in  imports  and  exports 
during  the  last  ten  years.  India  sends  to  Germany  mainly 
her  raw  materials  and  half-finished  goods,  while  Germany's 
exports  to  India  comprise  textiles,  chemicals,  metals,  and 
machinery.  The  Consul's  remarks  about  the  German  chemical- 
industry  are  mostly  devoted  to  indigo  and  aniline  dyes.  His 
figures  show  that  the  United  States  are  the  largest  consumers 
of  synthetic  indigo,  Austria-Hungary  being  second,  and  the 
United  Kingdom  third.  Even  British  India  imported  419 
metric  centners  (say,  42  tons)  of  synthetic  indigo  last  year — 
a  considerable  increase  on  previous  years.  The  Consul's 
remarks  in  regard  to  bromine  show  that  his  information 
comes  from  an  interested  source.  After  referring  to  the  fact 
that  American  bromine  preparations  are  now  imported  into 
Germany  via  the  United  Kingdom  at  lower  prices,  he  says  the 
parties  affected  did  not  deem  it  necessary  to  take  steps  in  self- 
defence,  as  the  American  bromine  productions  did  not  comply 
with  the  local  requirements  as  to  chemical  purity,  and 
therefore  found  practically  no  market.  This  is  no  doubt  true 
to  a  certain  extent,  but  it  does  not  alter  the  fact  that  the 
bromine  trust  lost  a  certain  amount  of  business  on  the  British 
and  German  markets.  The  final  solution  of  the  new  German 
tariff,  which  passed  into  law  this  year,  still  hangs  in  the 
balance  so  far  as  Great  Britain  is  concerned,  as  our  commercial 
treaty  does  not  come  to  an  end  until  December  next.  At 
present  we  are  according  to  each  other  "most-favoured- 
nation "  treatment — exception  being,  however,  made  by 
Germany  in  the  case  of  Canada.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  when 
the  time  arrives  we  shall  be  able  to  place  our  commercial 
relations  on  a  satisfactory  footing,  but  while  fiscal  reforms 
are  in  the  air  it  will  be  a  matter  for  delicate  negotiation. 
Germany  has  already  roused  antagonism  on  the  part  of 
Switzerland,  which  has  responded  with  a  new  Customs  tariff 
mainly  framed  against  her  neighbour.     Kussia,  Austria- 
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Hungary,  and  Italy  have  also  moved  on  somewhat  similar 
lines,  so  that  when  the  existing  commercial  treaties  with 
those  countries  come  to  an  end  there  will  be  great  difficulty 
in  adjusting  matters.    Since  we  published  our  table  of  the 
proposed  German  tariff,  several  of  the  drug  and  chemical 
items  have  undergone  modification.    The  revised  duties  are 
as  follows,  the  figures  indicating  marks  per  100  kilos. : 
Sugar  of  milk  (80),  acids  citric,  tartaric  acids,  and  cream  of 
tartar  (8),  ammon.  carb.  (5),  antim.  tart.  (8),  cinnabar  (10), 
galls  and  catechu  (3),  casein  (10),  chloral  hydrate  (20),  wood- 
alcohol  (20),  saccharin  (8,000),  extracts  tinctures  (without 
spirit)  (40),  patent  medicines  (500),  galangal  and  canella 
alba  (50),  castor  and  olive  oils  (2).    The  duties  on  carbonate 
of  ,  soda  have  been  reduced  from  2<n.  50pf.  to  150,  cry- 
stallised carbonate  of  soda  from  T50  to  0  90,  bicarbonate  of 
soda  from  2  50  to  150,  ciustic  soda  from  4  0  to  3  50,  bleach- 
ing powder  from  3m.  to  lm.,  red  pepper  from  50m.  to  10m., 
vegetable  wax  and  beeswax  from  15m.  to  10m.    The  duties 
on  the  following  have  been  increased,  the  old  rate  being  in- 
dicated by  the  figures  :  Aniseed,  fennel,  coriander,  cumin,  &c. 
(3)  4m.,  arrowroot  (12  50)  15m.,  dextrin  (12-50)  18m.,  ethers 
all:  kinds  (125)  160m.,  artificial  perfumes  (50)  80m.,  chloro- 
form (20)  30m.,  collodion  (20)  24m.,  extracts,  tinctures,  con- 
taining ether  or  alcohol  (20)  60m.,  grape  sugar  (36)  40m., 
and  potash  (1-50)  2m. — all  per  100  kilos. 


Formulae  for  our  "Diary." 

We  have  again  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  many  flattering 
and  gratifying  letters  in  respect  to  our  Diary  collection  of 
formulas  for  known,  admitted,  and  approved  remedies. 
Space  forbids  us  printing  these  this  week,  but  the  main 
thing  is  the  formulas,  and  these  are  now  being  arranged  for 
the  printers.  Any  others  that  are  to  come  should  be  sent  as 
promptly  as  possible.  It  would  facilitate  classification  now 
'  if  each  formula  were  written  by  itself  on  a  powder  paper  or 
the  like. 

International  Consumption. 

Dr.  Koch's  theory  about  bovine  tuberculosis  not  being 
communicable  to  man,  and  viae  versa,  stands  where  it  did. 
German  authorities  believe  in  Dr.  Koch,  and  at  the  Inter- 
national Congress  of  Hygiene  Belgian  and  French  workers 
brought  forward  abundant  evidence  to  prove  that  he  is  wrong. 
One  authority  fed  a  number  of  monkeys  on  tuberculous 
cows'  milk,  and  most  of  them  died  of  consumption. 
German  critics  reply  to  this  that  only  local  tuberculous 
lesions  are  formed,  but  what  does  this  matter  if  the  sufferer 
die  of  consumption  ? 

Jury-lists. 

Jury-lists  were  affixed  to  all  principal  doors  of  the 
churches,  chapels,  and  other  places  of  worship  throughout 
England  and  Wales  last  Sunday.  All  persons  who  are  over 
sixty  years  of  age  and  those  who  are  pharmaceutical 
chemists  are  exempt  from  service.  The  lists  will  remain 
for  inspection  until  and  including  September  20,  and  those 
who  are  entitled  to  exemption  should  examine  the  lists  to 
see  whether  their  names  are  given  or  not.  If  they  are,  they 
should  claim  to  have  exemption.  The  Clerk  of  the.  Peace 
in  each  district  is  responsible  for  the  list,  and  protests 
should  be  addressed  to  him. 

Picric  Acid  for  Motors. 

Captain  J.  H.Thomson,  H.M.  Chief  Inspectorof  Explosives, 
has  recently  written  to  the  Inspector  of  Weights  and 
Measures  at  Eastbourne,  saying  that  it  has  been  officially 
decided  not  to  interfere  with  the  sale  of  picric  acid  when 
kept  in  small  quantities — say,  not  exceeding  5  lbs.  at  a  time. 
It  will  be  remembered  that  we  called  attention  to  this 
matter  a  few  months  ago,  pointing  out  that  under  existing 
regulations  chemists  and  others  could  not  keep  the  acid  for 


sale  as  an  adjunct  to  petrol  in  motor-driving.  In  conse- 
quence of  this,  motorists  have  pressed  the  matter  to  this 
conclusion.  New  regulations  have  not  yet  been  actually 
issued,  and  Captain  Thomson's  statement  refers  to  a  per- 
mission which  may  yet  be  modified.  He  does  not  think  the 
use  of  the  acid  for  motors  will  grow,  as  in  solution  it  affects 
steel  and.  iron.    Is  this  the  case  when  petrol  is  the  solvent  ? 

Nathaniel  Godbold's  Monument. 

A  paragraph  is  going  the  round"  of  the  newspapers  about 
the  monument  of  Nathaniel  Godoold,  in  ^the  south  aisle  of 
Godalming  Parish  Church.  It  bears  the  following  inscrip- 
tion : 

SACRED 
to  the  memory  of 
NATHANIEL  GODBOLD,  Esq., 
Inventor  and  Proprietor 
of  that  excellent  medicine, 
The  "Vegetable  Balsam, 
for  the  cure  of  consumptions  and  asthmas. 
He  depxrted  this  life 
The  17th  day  of  December,  1793, 
Aged  69  years. 
Hie  cineres  ubique  fama. 

The  balsam  referred  to  is  mentioned  in  the  schedule  to  the 
Medicine-stamp  Act,  1812.  It  was  prepared  according  to 
letters  patent  taken  out  by  the  inventor  in  1785,  and  con- 
tained fifty-two  ingredients.  Godbold  obtained,  a  year 
before  his  death,  three  other  patents,  one  of  them  also 
being  for  the  vegetable  balsam  and  others  for  Godbold's 
ointment  and  pills. 

Qrocerial  Tremors. 

Oar  friend  the  grocer  is  becoming  alarmed.  A  sort  of 
divine  retribution  in  the  shape  of  Inland  Revenue  stamps  is 
about  to  overtake  him,  and  he  does  not  like  it.  For  years 
he  has  been  gradually  and  barefacedly  filching  the  packed 
proprietary-medicine  trade  from  its  proper  pharmaceutical 
channels,  and  he,  with  his  cousin  the  oilman,  has  found  the 
packed  castor  oil  and  penny-pill  business  a  more  or  less 
profitable  draw.  The  new  reading  of  the  Medicine-stamp 
Acts  and  what  it  portends  is  therefore  a  thing  not  to  be  con- 
templated with  equanimity  by  the  imaginative  grocer. 
Thus  the  members  of  the  Preston  Grocers'  Association  (page 
453)  rebel  at  the  soothing  syrup  administered  by  the 
discreet  Federation  Secretary  who  evidently  knows  all  that 
the  new  reading  means  to  the  general  trader,  and  who 
recognises  that  silence  on  the  subject  is  golden.  The  extent 
to  which  the  business  properly  belonging  to  the  chemist  has 
been  usurped  by  the  grocer  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  no 
fewer  than  thirty-five  dutiable  articles  (hitherto  undutiable) 
were  discovered  in  a  Preston  drysalter's  list.  But  more 
startling  still  is  the  report  from  Mendlesham  (page  454), 
which  shows  that  strychnine,  in  the  form  of  Battle's  vermin- 
killer,  can  be  freely  bought  in  a  grocery-drapery  establish- 
ment, "  and  no  questions  asked."  The  name  of  the  vendor 
in  this  case  does  not  appear  on  the  register  of  chemists  and 
druggists,  yet  "  he  was  in  the  habit  of  selling  the  vermin- 
killer  in  the  ordinary  way  of  business."  A  vigorous  Phar- 
maceutical Society  and  a  watchful  Inland  Revenue  might 
even  yet  help  to  prod  the  pharmacist  out  of  the  slough. 

A  New  Veterinary  School. 

A  School  of  Veterinary  Tropical  Medicine  is  the  latest 
proposition.  The  idea  appears  to  have  been  first  suggested 
by  the  late  Professor  Nocard,  of  Paris,  in  an  address  which 
he  delivered  at  Liverpool  a  few  weeks  before  his  death. 
Professor  Nocard  directed  attention  to  the  lack  of  any  means 
of  instruction  in  the  tropical  diseases  of  animals  as  a  defect 
in  the  work  of  the  Liverpool  School  of  Tropical  Medicine 
which  might  be  remedied  ;  and  he  mentioned  as  evidence 
of  the  necessity  for  such  instruction  that  during  the  war  in 
South  Africa  the  inhabitants  of  the  Mauritius,  who  were 
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accustomed  to  obtain  the  cattle  required  for  their  farms  from 
Madagascar,  were  unable  to  continue  the  practice  on  account 
of  the  rise  in  price  occasioned  by  the  demands  of  the  British 
Government.  In  these  circumstances  some  of  them  thought 
of  obtaining  cattle  from  India,  where  they  were  compara- 
tively cheap,  and  a  cxrgo  was  accordingly  imported.  Some 
of  these  cattle  died  on  the  voyage  from  an  imperfectly 
understood  cause,  and  many  of  the  survivors  were  ill,  but 
after  a  time  apparently  recovered,  and  ware  distributed  over 
the  island  among  various  purchasers.  The  cattle  already 
in  the  island  speedily  contracted  disease  from  the  newcomers, 
and  perished  in  such  numbers  as  seriously  to  prejudice  the 
gathering  in  of  the  cane  harvest  and  to  threaten  the 
agriculturists  of  the  island  with  ruin.  It  was  discovered  too 
late  that  the  disease  was  due  to  a  parasite  communicated  to 
the  animals  by  a  fly  after  the  same  fashion  as  the  trypano- 
soma  is  communicated  by  the  tsetse;  but  there  were  no 
veterinary  practitioners  in  the  island  who  were  able  at  first 
either  t)  recognise  the  character  of  the  disease  or  to  show  in 
what  manner  it  might  be  controlled.  A  committee  has  now 
been  formed  for  the  purpose  of  giving  effect  to  this  suggestion, 
and  the  veterinary  branch  is  now  open  for  the  reception  and 
instruction  of  students.  It  is  under  the  direction  of  Pro- 
fessors Boyce  and  Sherrington,  with  adequate  assistance, 
and  a  farm  has  been  been  providel  at  Rancorn  for  its 
requirements.  Full  information  with  respect  to  it  may  be 
obtained  from  Dr.  H.  E.  Annett,  Johnston  Laboratories, 
University  of  Liverpool. 

The  Danger  of  Panaceas. 

Although  there  is  no  evidence  that  the  febrifuge  of  a 
Manchester  chemist  (see  page  454)  did  any  harm  to  the 
child  whose  death  was  the  subject  of  inquiry,  the  univer- 
sality cf  its  clains  to  curative  properties  was  bound  to 
excite  ridicule.  The  Coroner  was  unfettered  in  his  denun- 
ciation, and  following  his  cue  the  local  journals  have  com. 
mented  on  the  subject.  The  Manchester  Daily  Dispatch  is 
flippant.    It  says : 

'When  a  medicine  will  cure  thirty  diaei9e3  its  composition  be- 
comes a  matter  of  national  concern,  and  we  trust  the  official 
analysis  of  the  potion  which  came  under  the  notice  of  the  Man- 
chester Coroner  yesterday  will  have  all  due  publicity.  The  only 
ailments  which  occur  to  us  beyond  the  range  of  Mr.  Jackson's 
remedy  are  warts  and  housemaid's  knee.  Seriously,  it  is  a  rather 
melancholy  reflection  that  in  these  days  of  board  schools  and  free 
libraries  people  should  be  found  so  ignorant  as  to  believe  that  one 
and  the  same  remedy  can  cure  smillpox  and  asthma,  heart-disease, 
and  a  cold  in  the  head.  Perhaps  Mr.  Jackson  anticipated  the 
brilliant  idea  of  the  American  humorist,  who  set  himself  to  devise 
an  infallible  medicine.  His  plan  iwas  to  look  up  a  medical  dic- 
tionary for  all  popular  ailments,  and  select  the  drug  most  proper 
to  treat  each  one.  All  the  drugs  were  then  to  be  combined  in  one 
potent  mixture.  We  have  not  heard  that  the  project  was  ever 
carried  out,  but  Mr.  Jackson  seem3  to  have  gone  some  way 
towards  its  realisation. 

The  Manchester  Guardian  is  inclined  to  be  more  judicial. 
As  thus : 

The  severe  strictures  passed  by  the  City  Coroner  yesterday 
on  a  vendor  of  a  proprietary  medicine  suggest  that  the  time  is 
coming  for  a  change  in  the  law  regixding  such  preparations.  The 
offender  in  this  case  does  not  seem  to  have  been  one  whit  worse 
than  dozens  of  others  who  are  never  called  over  the  coals.  As 
everyone  knows,  the  State  derives  a  handsome  revenue  from  the 
stamp-duties  on  patent  medicines,  raising  in  the  year  1901-2  a 
sum  of  306,1 511.  In  return,  anyone  who  pays  the  duty  is  at 
liberty  to  concoct  what  he  pleases,  and  claim  for  his  medicine  any 
and  every  kind  of  healing  virtue.  .  .  .  The  person  who  buys  them, 
believing  that  they  will  cure  all  the  diseases  in  the  dictionary,  has 
no  remedy  against  the  maker  if  they  fail.  ...  It  may  be  ques- 
tioned, however,  whether  the  State  might  not  do  more  to  protect 
the  ignorant.  Nobody  who  knows  anything  of  life  in  the  poorer 
parts  of  a  great  town  would  seek  to  impair  the  limited  but  very 
real  usefulness  of  the  honest  chemist  in  alleviating  the  hundred- 
and-one  ailments  which  a  doctor  does  not  want  to  be  bothered 
with. 

The  last  paragraph  shows  that  the  Guardian  appreciates  the 
real  usefulness  of  the  prescribing  chemist — a  thing  which 
many  coroners  entirely  overlook. 


Science's  annual  picnic. 


Photo  Elliott  &  Fry 
Sir  Norman  Lockyer,  K.C.B.,  LL.D.,  F.R.S. 


THE  British  Association  for  the  Advancement  of  Science 
commenced  its  seventy-third  annual  meeting  at  South- 
port  on  Wednesday  evening,  September  9,  when  Sir  Norman 
Lockyer,  K.C.B.,  was  elected  President  in  succession  to 
Professor  James 
Dewar,  and  de- 
livered h  is  ad- 
dress in  the 
Opera  House  at 
8  30  p.m.  The 
local  arrange- 
ments for  the 
meeting  extend 
to  Thursday,  Sep- 
tember 17,  when 
the  day  will  be 
given  up  wholly 
to  visiting  works 
and  excursions. 
On  every  other 
day  except  Satur- 
day (excursions) 
and  Sunday 
(when  special 
sermons  have 
been  arranged 
for)  there  will 
be  sectional  meeting  garden  parties,  or  other  social 
functions,  and  on  three  evenings  popular  lectures.  Thi-i 
year's  Presidents  of  the  sections  which  interest  chemists  anl 
druggists  are : 

A.  — Mathematical  and  Physical  Science:  C.  Vernon  Boys, 
F.R.S. 

B.  — Chemistry :  Professor  W.  Noel  Hartley,  D.3c,  F.R.S.L. 
&  E. 

F. — Economic     Science    and    Statistics:     Elward  W. 
Brabroolr,  C.B. 
K. — Botany  :  A.  C.  Seward,  Ml,  F.R.3. 

L. — Educational  Science  :  Sir  William  de  W.  Aba-.y,  K  C.U., 
D.C.L.,  F.R.S. 

These  gentlemen  deliver  their  addresses  on  Thursday, 
September  10,  or  the  following  day. 

The  President  and  his  Address. 

Sir  Joseph  Norman  Lockyer,  this  year's  President,  is  an 
astronomer,  and  director  of  the  Government  solar  physics 
laboratory  at  South  Kensington,  but  he  is  equally  well 
known  as  the  founder  and  editor  of  Nature.  He  was  born 
at  Rugby  in  1836,  and  entered  the  War  Office  in  1857.  His 
abilities  as  a  scientist  were  attested  by  his  election  as 
F.R  S.  in  1869,  and  were  taken  advantage  of  by  his  appoint- 
ment in  1870  as  secretary  to  the  Duke  of  Devonshire's  Royal 
Commission  on  Science,  and  in  the  following  year  he  was 
appointed  Rede  lecturer  at  Cambridge.  He  was  transferred 
from  the  War  Office  to  the  Science  and  Art  Department  in 
1875,  where  he  has  since  professed  astronomy  and  solar 
physics.  As  a  star  gazer  he  has  made  many  discoveries, 
especially  in  spectroscopic  observations,  and  is  a  prolific 
writer.  Sir  Norman  received  his  K  C.B.  in  1897.  He  has 
wide  sympathies,  is  a  keen  golfer,  and  in  his  presidential 
address  this  week  he  gave  utterance  to  some  pregnant 
thoughts  on  the  subject  which  has  been  uppermost  in  his 
mind — viz. : 

SCIENCE  AND  UNIVERSITY  EDUCATION. 

He  entitled  it  "The  Influence  of  Brain-power  on  History," 
this  being  an  adaptation  of  Capt.  Mahan's  "  Influence  of 
See-power  on  History,"  and  Sir  Norman's  use  of  the  title 
was  due  to  the  fact  that  he  wants  the  British  people  and 
their  Government  to  do  for  university  education  what  they 
have  done  in  recent  years  for  the  British  Navy.  We  com- 
ment upon  the  address  generally  in  another  section  of 
this  issue.  On  the  next  page  we  print  some  of  the  most 
striking  passages. 
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The  course  of  the  address  is  shown  well  by  the  headlines, 
■w  hich  were : 

The  Struggle  for  Existence  in  Modern  Communities, 
Oar  Industries  are  Suffering  in  the  Present  International 
Competition. 

The  Necessity  for  a  Body  dealing  with  the  Organisation  of 
Science. 

The  British  Association  such  a  Body. 
The  First  Work  of  such  an  Organisation. 
Universities. 
Why  we  have  not  more  Universities. 
How  to  Get  more  Universities. 
What  will  they  Co3t  ? 
Research. 

The  Need  of  a  Scientific  National]Council. 
The  Association  has  recently  lost  one  of  its  most  illustrious 
past  Presidents— the  Marquis  of  Salisbury.  The  mention  of 
his  name  was  the  opportunity  for  showing  how  brain-power 
has  helped  to  mould  the  history  of  the  world.  "  Statesmen 
and  politicians  will  have  in  the  future  to  pay  more  regard 
to  educatiou  and  science  as  empire-builders  and  empire- 
guarders  than  they  have  paid  in  the  past."' 

Some  Home-truths. 
The  first  great  effect  of  the  general  progress  of  science  wag 
relatively  to  diminish  the  initial  supremacy  of  Britain  due  to  the 
firat  use  of  material  resources,  which  indeed  was  the  real  source  of 
our  national  wealth  and  place  amcng  the  nations.  While  the 
foundations  of  our  superiority  depending  upon  our  material 
resources  were  being  thus  sapped,  our  statesmen  and  our 
universities  were  blind  leaders  of  the  blind,  and  our  other  asset, 
our  mental  resources,  was  culpably  neglected.  So  little  did  the 
bulk  of  our  statesmen  know  of  the  part  science  was  playing  in  the 
modern  world,  and  of  the  real  basis  of  the  nation's  activities,  that 
they  imagined  poli.ical  and  fiscal  problems  to  1)3  the  only 
matters  of  importance.  Nor,  indeed,  are  we  very  much  better  off 
to-day. 

*  *  *  .i' 

The  struggle  for  existence  in  modern  communities  is  between 
organised  species — nations -not  between  individuals  or  any  class 
of  individuals.  It  is,  moreover,  a  struggle  in  which  science  and 
brains  take  the  place  of  swords  and  sinews,  on  which  depended 
the  results  of  those  conflicts  which,  up  to  the  present,  have  deter- 
mined the  history  and  fate  of  nations.  The  school,  the  university, 
the  laboratory,  and  the  workshop  are  the  battlefields  of  this  new 
warfare.  .  .  .  What  is  wanted  is  a  complete  organisation  of  the 
resources  of  the  nation,  so  as  to  enable  it  best  to  face  all  the  new 
problems  which  the  progress  of  science,  combined  with  the  ebb 
and  flow  of  population  and  other  factors  in  international  competi- 
tion, are  ever  bringing  before  us.  Every  Minister,  every  public 
department,  is  involved  ;  and  this  being  so,  it  is  the  duty  of  the 
whole  nation— King,  Lords,  and  Commons —to  do  what  is  neces- 
sary to  place  our  scientific  institutions  on  a  proper  footing  in 
order  to  enable  us  to  "face  the  music,"  whatever  the  future  may 
brig. 

*  *  «  * 

We  are  suffering  because  trade  no  longer  follows  the  flag  as  in 
the  old  days,  but  because  trade  follows  the  brains,  and  our  manu- 
facturers are  too  apt  to  be  careless  in  securing  them. 

*  #  *  * 

We  in  this  Emp;re  certainly  need  to  organise  science  as  much 
as  in  Germany  they  find  the  need  to  organise  a  navy.  The 
German  Navy  League,  which  has  branches  even  in  our  Colonies, 
already  has  a  membership  of  630,000,  and  its  income  is  nearly 
20,000?.  a  year.  A  British  Science  League  of  500,000  with  a  six- 
penny subscription  would  give  us  12,000?,  a  year— quite  enough  to 
begin  with.  The  British  Association  would  be  a  vast  gainer  by 
BDch  an  expansion  of  one  of  its  existing  functions.  Increased 
authority  and  prestige  would  follow  its  increased  utility.  Our 
position  as  a  nation,  our  success  as  merchants,  are  in  peril 
chiefly  because  of  our  lack  of  completely  efficient  Universities  and 
our  neglect  of  research.  This  research  has  a  double  end.  Prom 
neglect  of  research  comes  imperfect  education  and  a  small  output 
of  new  applications  and  new  knowledge  to  reinvigorate  our  in- 
dustries. Prom  imperfect  education  comes  the  unconcern  touch- 
ing scientific  matters  and  the  too  frequent  absence  of  the  scientific 
spirit  in  the  nation  generally,  from  the  Court  to  the  Parish 
Council. 

*  *  *  * 

University  education  is  no  longer  regarded  as  the  luxury  of  the 
rich,  which  concerns  only  those  who  can  afford  to  pay  heavily  for  it, 
•  •  .  We  in  Great  Britain  have  thirteen  Universities  competing 
with  134  State  and  privately  endowed  in  the  United  States  and 
twenty- two  State-endowed  in  Germany.  The  German  State  gives 
to  one  University  more  than  the  British  Government  allows  to  all 
the  Universities  and  University  colleges  in  England,  Ireland, 
Scotland,  and  Wales  put  together.  .  .  ,  Private  effort  has  pro- 
vided in  Great  Britain  less  than  10  per  cent,  of  the  sum  furnished 


[for  Universities]  in  the  United  States  in  addition  to  State  aid. 
For  the  twelve  English  University  colleges,  private  elfort  during 
sixty  years  has  found  less  than  4,000,0002.— that  is,  2,000,000/.  for 
buildings  and  40,000?.  a  year  income.  ...  In  the  United  States, 
during  the  last  few  years,  Universities  and  colleges  have  received 
more  than  40,000,000?.  from  this  source  alone ;  private  elfort 
supplied  nearly  7,000,000?.  in  the  years  1898-1930.  .  .  .  The 
buildicgs  of  the  new  University  of  Strassburg  have  already  cost 
nearly  a  raillici  —  that  is,  about  as  much  as  has  yet  been  found  by 
private  effort  for  buildings  in  Manchester,  Liverpool,  Birmingham, 
Bristol,  Ne  wcastle,  and  Sheffield.  The  Government  annual  en- 
dowment of  the  same  Garman  University  is  more  than  49,000/. 
Our  Government's  present  contribution  to  our  Universities  and 
colleges  amounts  to  155,600?.  a  year.  No  capital  sum,  however,  is 
taken  for  buildings.  The  State  endowment  of  the  University  of 
Berlin  in  1891-2  amounted  to  168,777?. 

*  *     '    *  * 

Since  1838  we  have  spent  120,000,000?.  on  new  ships  ...  to 
safeguard  our  tea,  power.  .  .  .  Suppose  we  consider  tae  United 
States  and  Germany  (our  chief  commercial  competitors),  and 
apply  the  Admiralty  principle.  We  shou'd  require,  allowing  for 
population,  eight  additional  Universities  .  .  .  some  of  which  will 
be  colleges  promoted  to  University  rank  and  fitted  to  carry  on 
University  work.  ...  If  our  present  University  shortage  be  dealt 
with  on  battleship  conditions,  to  correct  it  we  should  expend  fit 
least  8,000,000?.  for  new  construction,  and  for  the  pay-sheet  we 
should  have  ti  provide  (8  x  50,030?.)  403,000?.  yearly  for  personnel 
and  up  keep ;  for  it  is  oE  no  use  to  build  either  ships  or  Univer- 
sities without  manning  them.  Let  us  say,  roughly,  capitalising 
the  yearly  payment  a'  2j  per  cent.,  24,000,000/.  .  .  .  How  is  this 
money  to  be  raised  ?  Duplicate  the  Nav;/  Bill  of  1883-9  ;  do  at 
once  for  brain-power  what  we  so  successfully  did  then  for  sea - 
power.  Let  24,000,000?.  be  set  apart  from  one  asset  (our  national 
wealth)  to  increase  the  other  (braiu-power'.  .  .  .  This  sum  is  not 
to  be  regarded  as  practically  gone  when  spent,  as  in  the  case  of 
a  short  lived  ironclad.  It  is  a  loan  which  will  bear  a  high  rate  of 
interest. 

Finally,  the  President  spoke  of  the  utility  of  research,  and 
showed  how  much  better  the  British  nation  would  have  been 
industrially  if  the  efforts  made  by  the  Prince  Consort  in 
1859  had  been  more  amicably  supporfce  1  and  more  con- 
sistently followed. 


flDefcncinal  flMasters. 

By  Carl  S.  N.  Hallberg,  Ph.G.,  Member  oE  the  U.S.P. 
Committee. 


THE  advent  of  the  rubber  plasters,  said  to  have  been  first 
manufactured  in  Lowell,  Mass.,  made  plasters  at  once  a 
mercantile  commodity.  Their  stability  and  seeming  utility 
favoured  their  general  application,  so  that  they  soon  super- 
seded the  non-rubber  plasters.  While  the  latter  have 
retained  their  place  in  the  U.S.P.  during  the  nearly  three 
decades  since  the  introduction  of  rubber  plasters,  they  have 
become  practically  obsolete,  and  it  is  felt  that,  unless  they 
can  be  improved  so  as  to  respond  to  the  requirements  of 
rubber  planters,  they  had  better  be  dropped  from  the  U.S.P. 

Therapeutic  Grouping. 

As  has  been  observed  on  several  former  occasions,  the 
vehicles  for  medicated  plasters  require  some  attribute  other 
than  simply  adhesiveness. 

From  a  study  of  the  therapy  of  plasters  they  may  be  put 
in  three  groups,  sicnilarlv  to  the  ointments,  with  reference 
to  their  general  therapeutic  mes,  which  also  governs  the 
selection  of  the  respective  vehicles  : 

1.  Epiclermatic— Supportive,  protective,  antiseptic,  counter- 
irritant,  vesicant.  Vehicle:  Rubber  or  any  suitable  adhesive. 
Official  plasters  :  E  np  alhesivum,  emp.  capsici. 

2.  Endenmtic.—  Anolyne,  attringaat,  alterative,  resolvent, 
sedative,  stimulant.  Vehicles:  Oleates  or  lead  plaster,  some- 
times with  resins  or  gum-re3in3.  Official  plasters  :  Emp.  bella- 
donna?, emp.  opii,  emp  plutnii,  emp.  saponis. 

3.  Diaclermatic.  —  B'or  constitutional  or  systematic  effects. 
Vehicle:  Lanolin  or  piaster-mull.  Official  plaster:  Emp.  hyd- 
rargyri. 

Methods  of  Preparing  Rubber  Plasters. 
Mechanic  Roller-pressure  Method. — This  method  of  in- 
corporating the  rubber  with  certain  substances  to  give  it 
the  necessary  body  to  serve  as  a  vehicle  is,  at  present,  the 
only  one  employed.  But,  since  it  requires  the  use  of  the 
heaviest  machinery  (some  pieces  of  apparatus  weighing  many 
tons)  and  enormous  steam-power,  its  application  for  pharma. 
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ceutical  purposes  is  out  of  the  question.  As  is  well  knowD, 
the  process  consists  in — ■ 

1.  Purification  of  the  rubber  by  macerating  and  pressing  it,  and 
removing  foreign  impurities  by  elutriating  it  with  water. 

2.  Forming  a  homogeneous  mass  of  the  dried,  purified  rubber  by 
working  it  on  heated  revolving  rollers  and  incorporating  sufficient 
quantities  of  orris-powder  and  oleoresins. 

3.  Incorporating  the  medicinal  agent — i.e.,  belladonna  extract — 
with  the  rubber  mass  by  working  it  on  warmed  revolving  rollers. 

4.  Spreading  the  prepared  plaster. 

Solution  in  Volatile  Solvents. — This  process  has  been 
recommended  from  time  to  time,  the  principal  objection 
being  the  use  of  so  relatively  large  quantities  of  inflammable 
solvents. 

T!ie  German  Pharmacopoeia  Method. — The  following  is  the 
formula  of  "  Arzneibuch  fur  das  Deutsche  Keich,"  1900  : 

Emplastrum  Adhzesivum. 

Lead-plaster,  water-free    40  grams 

Petrolatum  and  liquid  petrolatum, 
each   2-5  grams 

Are  melted  together,  and  to  the  mixture  add : 

Resin  ...       ...       ...       ...       ...    35  grams 

Dammar   10  grams 

Previously  melted.    To  the  warm  mixture  is  added: 
Caoutchouc  10  grams 

Dissolved  in 

Benzin    ...    75  grams 

and  the  mixture  stirred  whiie  on  the  water-bath  until  all  the 
benzin  has  been  lost  by  evaporation. 

The  collemplastrum  adhsesivum  of  the  Austrian  Society  is 
still  more  complex,  the  formula  containing  the  following  : 

Resin  oil,  empyreumatic  ...  ...  150  grams 

Copaiba,  resin,  each...  ...  ...  100  grams 

Lard   ...       ...       ...  ...  ...  50  grams 

Wax    ...       ...       ...  ...  ...  3D  grams 

Dissolved  in 

Ether...   t      ....      ...  1,200  grams 

In  which 

Caoutchouc   ...    250  grams 

has  been  previously  dissolved.    To  thisis  then  added 

Orris  powder ...       ...       ...       ...    220  grams 

Sandarac        ..       ...       ...       ...      50  grams 

Ether     400  grams 

The  mixture,  when  uniform,  is  spread  on  cloth. 

.Solution  of  Rubber  in  Fixed  Solvent  (Petrolatum)  and  In- 
corporation with  Load  Oleate. — Indiarubber  dissolves,  though 
with  difficulty,  in  petrolatum.  The  heat  required  to  melt  the 
rubber  being  comparatively  high,  usually  considerably  more 
than  100°  C,  as  stated  in  the  U.S. P.,  it  is  necessary  to  melt 
the  rubber  first  and  then  add  the  petrolatum,  in  order  to 
avoid  subjecting  the  latter  to  the  higher  temperature.  The 
mixture  of  equal  parts  of  rubber  and  petrolatum  is  of  soft 
jelly  consistence,  not  especially  adhesive,  but  when  incor- 
porated with  lead  oleate  furnishes  a  very  adhesive  plaster. 
While  at  first  5  per  cent,  of  each  rubber  and  petrolatum  was 
used  it  has  been  found  that  the  petrolatum  would  melt  and 
exude  around  the  edges  of  the  plaster  when  applied  to  the 
skin,  and  the  quantity  was  therefore  reduced  to  2  per  cent,  of 
each.  This  mass  affords  a  plaster  which  is  readily  adhesive 
to  the  body,  does  not  run  or  become  too  soft.  Plasters 
spread  on  cloth  have  been  kept  for  months  exposed  to  the 
sun  in  summer  weather  without  losing  their  stability  or 
permanency. 

The  lead  oleate  made  by  interaction  of  hot  solutions  of 
soap  and  lead  acetate,  thoroughly  washed  with  hot  water, 
and  freed  from  water  by  working  the  precipitated  oleate  on 
a  hot  tile,  is  much  to  be  preferred  to  the  lead  plaster  made 
by  the  present  official  process.  The  time-honoured  method 
of  boiling  litharge,  olive  oil,  and  water  is  for  the  require- 
ments of  the  pharmacist  most  tedious  and  unsatisfactory. 
Since,  in  the  beginning  of  the  process,  at  least,  a  tempera- 
ture higher  than  that  of  100°  C.  is  required,  the  water-bath 
cannot  be  employed,  and  in  the  absence  of  this  limiting 
device  the  product  is  usually  "  scorched."  When  steam-heat 
under  pressure  can  be  used  this  objection  does  not  appljj  I 


But  the  boiling-process  requires  from  three  to  four  hours, 
with  more  or  less  attention,  while  the  precipitation  method 
does  not  take  over  half  an  hour.  Besides,  true  litharge  is 
difficult  to  obtain,  and  any  other  kind  will  produce  unsatis- 
factory results. 

The  following  is  the  process  employed  : 

Lead  Oleate  (Emplastrum  Plumbi). 

Soap  (granular  and  driel)  100  grams 

Lead  acetate ...       ...       ...       ...    60  grams 

Distilled  water    a  sufficient 

quantity 

Dissolve  the  soap  in  350  c.c.  hot  distilled  water,  and  strain  the 
solution.  Dissolve  the  lead  acetate  in  250  c.c.  hot  distilled 
water,  and  filter  the  solution  while  hot  into  the  warm  soap  solu- 
tion, stirring  constantly.  When  the  precipitate  which  has  formed 
has  separated,  decant  the  liquid,  and  wash  the  precipitate 
thoroughly  with  hot  water.  Remove  the  precipitate,  let  it  drain, 
free  it  from  water  completely  by  kneading  it  on  a  warm  slab,  form 
it  in  rolls,  wrap  in  paraffin-paper,  and  preserve  in  tightly  closed 
containers. 

Emplastrum  Adhaesivum. 

Rubber  (cut  in  small  pieces)       ...    20  grams 

Petrolatum  20  grams 

Lead  plaster   960  grams 

Melt  the  rubber  at  a  temperature  not  exceeding  150°  C,  add 
the  petrolatum,  and  continut)  the  heat  until  the  rubber  is  dis- 
solved. Add  the  lead  plaster  to  the  hot  mixture,  continue  the 
heat  until  it  becomes  liquid;  then  let  it  cool,  and  stir  it  until 
it  stiffens. 

Plaster- vehicles. 

Adhesive  plaster  is  official  in  fourteen  Pharmacopoeias  ;  in 
one  only — the  German  Pharmacopoeia — has  any  attempt  been 
made  to  employ  rubber  in  the  formula  except  that  a  similar 
formula  has  been  proposed  for  the  Austrian  Pharmacopoeia. 
These  formulas  have  »met  with  much  criticism,  which  they 
undoubtedly  deserve.  The  desirability  of  a  formula  which 
will  produce  a  plaster  having  the  adhesive  and  stable 
qualities  of  commercial  rubber  plasters  is  generally  recog- 
nised. To  admit  rubber  plasters  into  the  U.S.P.  without 
giving  a  formula  by  which  they  can  be  made  by  the  retail 
pharmacist  would  be  a  decided  innovation — something  which 
has  not  been  done  in  any  other  class  of  galenic  or  pharma- 
ceutic preparations.  Besides,  the  vehicle  for  plasters  intended 
for  endermatic  and  diadermatic  uses  is  of  as  much  im-> 
portanoe  as  is  the  medicinal  agent.  The  rubber  vehicle 
serves  admirably  for  adhesive  or  purely  epidermatic  pur- 
poses, but  its  use  for  the  plasters  of  the  more  important 
groups  is  certainly,  to  say  the  least,  of  questionable  pro- 
priety. This  is  evident  from  the  fact  that  the  two  most 
important  Pharmacopoeias  of  recent  issue — the  British  of 
1898  and  the  German  of  1900 — have  not  made  any  attempt 
in  that  direction.  To  recognise  or  describe  medicated 
plasters,  such  as  belladonna  and  opium,  by  defining  the  alka- 
loidal  strength  without  reference  to  the  particular  vehicle 
employed  would  be  a  therapeutic  negation.  Their  value 
depends  not  alone  upon  the  amount  of  medicinally  active 
agents  they  represent,  but  upon  the  character  of  the  vehicle 
and  its  appropriateness  for  the  purpose  in  view. 

The  Spreading  op  Plasters. 

The  spreading  of  plasters  by  the  pharmacist  has  well 
been  called  a  lost  art,  and  the  reason  therefor  is  not  far  to 
seek.  The  plaster-mass  was  difficult  to  handle,  the  spread- 
ing required  too  much  time  and  was  a  very  disagreeable 
operation,  and  the  finished  product  (the  spread  plaster)  was 
unsatisfactory. 

In  the  proposed  formula  the  preparation  of  the  plaster- 
vehicle  is  easily  and  quickly  effected  ;  the  mass  is  almost 
as  readily  manipulated  as  is  an  ointment  or  cerate,  and  the 
spread  plaster  seems  to  leave  nothing  to  desire  in  physical 
properties,  while  its  therapeutic  properties  may  be  easily 
predicated.  The  formula  affords  the  pharmacist  oppor- 
tunities to  prepare  and  spread  rubber  plasters,  since  the 
vehicle  contains  rubber.  Its  adoption  will  suggest  many 
unofficial  uses  for  such  as  the  extensively  employed  salicylic- 
acid  plaster,  and  may  cause  the  lost  art  of  plaster- spreading 
to  be  again  witnessed  in  the  pharmac  ies,  instead  of  being 
viewed,  as  during  the  last  decade,  as  a  curiosity  in  the 
spreading  of  asphalte  in  the  construction  of  roadways  for 
streets.- 
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THE  Agricultural  Hall  at  Islington  is,  this  week,  literally 
the  sweetest  place  in  London.  The  body  of  the  Hall  is 
gay  with  elaborately  beribboned  tents  and  pavilions,  in  the 
majority  of  which  alluring  products  of  the  confectioner's 
art  are  temptingly  arrayed.  In  the  gallery  there  are  myriads 
of  glass  cases  containing  public  buildings  in  icing-sugar, 
emblematic  statues  of  the  same  material,  battleships  on 
green-coloured  sugary  seas,  and  cakes,  and  cakes,  and  cakes. 
For  It  is  the  annual  exhibition  of  the  Confectioners,  Bakers, 
and  Allied  Traders,  and  the  voice  of  the  provincial  is  loud 
in  the  land.  In  all  this  chaos  of  sweetness  and  machinery 
there  is  not  much  to  interest  the  pharmacist ;  but  a  few 
firms  who  are  allied  in  their  interests  with  pharmacy  are 
exhibiting. 

Perhaps  the  machinery  is  the  most  interesting  section — 
at  least,  it  attracts  most  attention.  On  the  south  side  of 
the  Hall  Werner,  Pfleiderer  &  Perkins  (Limited)  have 
a  space  of  about  fifty  yards  frontage  covered  with  their 
machines.  Demonstrations  are  given  at  intervals  of  a  com- 
plete moulding-plant  and  portable  drawplate-oven  in  opera- 
tion, and  the  crowd  at  such  times  is  so  great  as  almost  to 
obstruct  the  avenue.  Nearly  opposite,  W.  Gardner  &  Sons 
have  a  large  exhibit  of  their  well-known  "Kapid"  sifters 
and  mixers.  The  mixer  with  essence-spray  attachment  is 
the  most  entrancing,  the  latest  development  of  this  being 
the  adaptation  of  a  spray-apparatus  to  the  ordinary  machine. 
Instead  of  being  a  fixture  to  the  machine,  the  spray-bellows 
may  now  be  obtained  as  a  separate  part,  to  be  switched  on 
or  off  at  will.  In  the  gallery  Thomas  O'Brien  has  added 
two  new  diplomas  to  the  collection  he  has  acquired  demon- 
strating the  merits  of  his  check-tills.  The  latest  show  that 
Mr.  O'Brien  has  won  gold  medals  at  the  Hull  and  East 
Riding  Exhibition  and  at  Liverpool.  The  Pasteur  (Cham- 
berland)  filters,  in  glass,  ornate  earthenware,  enamelled  iron, 
&c,  are  shown  by  J.  Defries  &  Sons  (Limited),  who  also 
exhibit  various  disinfecting-appliances.  Moulds  for  confec- 
tionery, chocolates,  pastilles,  &c,  are  shown  by  Leon 
Letang  &  Co.,  whose  price-list  reveals  various  mechanical 
devices  and  moulds  used  by  pharmacists.  The  courteous 
representative  showed  us  illustrations  of  "Piluliers  pour 
bonbons  en  sucre,"  after  the  style  of  a  pill-machine  with 
raised  sides  and  the  handles  on  top,  a  mould  for  dipping 
gelatin  pastilles  and  for  gelatin-coating  pills,  a  stamp  for 
peppermint-pastilles,  and  so  on.  Farrow  &  Jackson 
(Limited)  are  showing,  under  the  skilful  guidance  of  Mr. 
F.  Rand  (their  Buxton  representative),  soda-water  machinery 
for  hand  and  steam  power,  soda-water  fountains,  &c.  Messrs. 
Farrow  &  Jackson  are  introducing  a  Dew  cabinet  fountain 
specially  for  chemists,  in  mahogany  and  walnut,  for  301. 
inclusive.  A  new  self-measuring  syrnp-tap  is  also  shown, 
which  may  be  fixed  to  any  existing  soda-fountain.  The 
soda-fountains  of  Stiles  (Limited)  are  impossible  to  miss, 
There  are  five  machines  of  different  kinds  on  show,  including 
the  "  Englewood  "  (valued  at  800Z.),  in  full  working  order 
and  under  the  supervision  of  an  expert  American  soda- 
slinger.  The  "Arcanum  "  fountain  is  being  exhibited  by  the 
General  Automatic  Delivery  Company  (Limited). 
Wine  bins  and  cabinets  are  shown  by  Rogers  &  Goavlett. 
The  transportation  of  goods  by  a  variety  of  elegant  methods 
is  demonstrated  by  Rothschild  &  Baker  (light  trucks  and 
fancy  barrows),  by  E.  &  H.  Hora  (Limited)  (vans,  carts, 
&c),  by  H.  C.  Slingsby  (trucks,  handcarts),  and  by  the 
Bristol  Wagon  and  Carriage  Works  Company  (carts, 
coburghs,  &c). 

The  white  and  gold  pavilion  of  the  London  Essence 
Company  has  been  revivified  specially  for  the  occasion.  The 
interior  is  now  decorated  in  terra  cotta  with  an  elaborate 
frieze.  The  lines  that  are  beiDg  specially  pushed  by  Mr. 
Sprague  and  his  assistants  are  the  floral  ottos  (Ambrosia, 
Magnolia,  Royal  Red  Rose,  &c.)  for  cachous,  lozeDges  and 
boiled  sugars.  The  latest  "otto"  is  "  Anvar  Kama  "—an 
Indian  name  which  has  been  registered.  The  otto  produces 
an  agreeable  perfume,  and  the  cachous  probably  induce 
Oriental  imagings  when  absorbed.  Another  ingenious  con- 
centrated essence  is  that  for  use  for  throat  lozenges  or  gum 
pastilles.  Oil  of  lavender  is  now  being  distilled  at  the 
company's  works  at  Camberwell,  a  new  still  having  recently 


been  installed  for  the  purpose.  Tobacco-flavouring  essences 
and  soap-oils  are  now  a  speciality  of  the  company,  and 
cigarettes  and  sample  soaps  are  to  seen  (and  smelt)  that 
have  been  impregnated  with  a  variety  of  agreeable  odours. 
Chemical  colours,  flavouring-essences,  and  essential  oils  for 
the  baker,  confectioner,  sugar-boiler,  and  pastrycook  are 
shown  by  the  Manchester  Chemical  Company,  by  Has- 
sall  &  Co.,  and  by  Henry  J.  Mogridge. 

The  firms  exhibiting  malt-extract  and  malt-products  for 
use  in  baking,  &c,  are  numerous.  Amongst  such  are  Edme 
(Limited),  who  have  one  of  the  special  positions  at  the  top 
of  the  Hall,  where  the  " Edme '  malts,  "Germex"  (a  bread- 
improver),  diastase,  and  yeast  are  shown ;  the  British 
Malt  Products  Company  (Lothian  malt-extract,  "Malto- 
glycerol,"  &c),  Peptine  (Limited)  (who  have  also  "  Kree- 
marta  " — a  cream  of  tartar  substitute),  Henry  J.  Mogridge 
("  Fermentose,"  a  dried  form  of  malt-extract  used  as  a  fruit 
substitute,  is  a  speciality  here) ;  Montgomerie  &  Co. 
(Limited)  ("Bermaline"  malt-extract);  C.  de  Kempe  &  Co., 
and  George  Whiting.  The  Granular  Yeast  Company 
(Limited)  are  showing  yeasts  in  a  granular  form,  which 
they  guarantee  to  maintain  their  virtues  unimpaired  in  any 
climate.  They  have  also  "  Ular,"  a  yeast-food  in  powder 
which  is  meant  to  supersede  the  use  of  potatoes,  malt- 
extracts,  or  bread-foods.  In  the  gallery  Cosenza  &  Co.  have 
a  small  show  of  Maggi's  consomme  and  Maggi's  essence. 
Gordon  &  Dilyvorth  Tomato  Catsup  (Limited)  have  their 
usual  wedge-shaped  exhibit  in  the  Arcade  entrance.  A  large 
show  of  milk  chocolate,  malted  milk  chocolate,  and  milk 
cocoa  is  made  by  Cheltine  Foods  (Limited),  who  appear 
to  be  branching  out  in  confectionery.  John  Mackintosh 
(Limited)  have  two  exhibits  of  "  The  Mackintosh's"  toffees 
and  confectionery.  The  principal  show  (Row  I.  47)  is  a  very 
attractive  pavilion  where  toffee  samples  are  given  away 
freely.  A  smaller  exhibit  is  in  one  of  the  bays,  also  on  the 
ground  floor.  Liquorice  confectionery  in  many  forms  is 
shown  by  Voile  &  Wortley,  and  an  exhibit  which  is 
attracting  considerable  notice  is  that  of  D.  Politi,  where  the 
boiling,  cutting,  and  packing  by  a  Turk  of  real  Turkish 
delight  is  shown.  Mr.  Politi  is  a  specialist  in  fruit-preserves, 
and  he  also  exhibits  olive  oil,  lemonade  powder,  and 
"  clouded  ammonia  with  Parma  violets." 

Spratts  (Limited)  have  their  familiar  pavilion  in  which 
are  seen  the  foods,  delicacies,  and  medicines  this  firm  pro- 
vide with  so  liberal  an  ingenuity  for  dog,  rabbit,  fowl,  and 
game.  Among  the  medicines  are  chorea-pills  (for  St.  Vitus's 
dance  in  dogs),  cough-pills  for  dogs,  mange-cures,  and 
poultry-tonics.  R.  Hyde  &  Co.  (Limited),  the  bird-food 
specialists,  also  find  it  advantageous  to  show  the  assembled 
bakers  their  wares.  Cockroaches,  beetles,  spiders,  slugs, 
and  other  objectionable  insects  may  be  ushered  into  prema- 
ture dissolution  by  means  of  "Solventem."  This,  as  we 
have  pointed  out  before,  is  the  product  of  the  American 
Cockroach  and  Beetle  Solvent  Company,  and  it  is  so 
harmless  to  humans  that  the  representatives  of  the  company 
present  at  the  stall  profess  a  desire  to  eat  it.  It  is  a  very 
fine  light  powder,  different  in  appearance  from  the  usual 
insect-powders,  and  the  framed  testimonials  on  view  from 
grateful  hotel  managers  and  chefs  seem  to  prove  that  it  is  a 
preparation  that  chemists  would  do  well  to  look  into.  The 
galvanised-steel  bins  of  the  Young's  Patent  Hygienic 
Bin  Company  are  still  the  subject  of  eager  inspection  by 
those  belated  traders  who  have  not  yet  had  them  in  use  in 
their  shops.  A  sterilised  milk-powder  yclept  "  Casone,"  is 
shown  by  Flint  Brothers  (Limited),  who  have  also  a 
speciality  in  "  Liquid  eggs  "—eggs  in  bottles,  whites  and 
yolks  separate.  Caster  and  icing  sugars,  ground  almonds, 
lozenges,  and  general  confectionery  are  the  productions 
Grimwade,  Ridley  &  Co.  are  pushing.  The  lard  and 
butter  substitutes  include  "  Vegoline  "  (Marshall,  Sons  & 
Lee),  "  Cocosoline  "  (Cocos  Butter  Manufacturing  Com- 
pany), "Albene"  (Broomfield  &  Co.),  "Krimliffe" 
(Flint  Brothers,  Limited),  "  Caecream "  (Scottish 
Creameries),  "  Torol "  (Hugon  &  Co.,  Limited),  "  Palma- 
tina  "  and  "  Neutralina  "  (Southern  Cotton  Oil  Company). 

A  company  has  been  formed  in  Java,  under  the  title  of 
"  De  Voorzorg,"  to  deal  in  drugs,  chemicals,  and  medicinal  pre- 
parations. They  have  commenced  operations  at  Djokjakarta, 
and  will  have  a  branch  at  Buitenzorg.  The  capital  is  25,000fi 
(2,000/.). 
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TO  CORRESPONDENTS.— Please  write  clearly  and  concisely 
on  one  side  of  the  paper  only.  All  communications  should 
be  accompanied  by  the  names  and  addresses  of  the  writers. 
If  queries  are  submitted,  each  should  be  written  on  a  separate 
piece  of  paper.  We  do  not  reply  to  queries  by  post,  and  can 
only  answer  on  subjects  of  general  interest. 


The  London  Chamber  of  Commerce. 

Sir, — We  have  been  interested  in  passages  in  the  cor- 
respondence which  has  been  passing  in  the  Standard  with 
reference  to  the  abote,  and  more  especially  in  your 
"Editorial  Comments"  of  September  5,  and  your  criticism 
of  the  work  of  the  Chemical  and  Drug  Trade  Sections. 
We  think  we  can  say  without  egotism  that  some  of  the 
work  carried  out  by  the  Chemical  Section  of  the  London 
Chamber  of  Commerce  has  been  of  the  utmost  importance, 
although  perhaps  the  officers  of  the  Section  may  not  have 
met  with  quite  so  much  "real  live  support"  from  Ihe 
members  as  the  importance  of  some  of  the  subjects  handled 
seemed  to  demand. 

Practically  the  whole  of  the  later  modifications  and  ex- 
tension of  privileges  for  shipment  of  tinctures  and  spirituous 
preparations  in  bond  have  been  effected  through  the  London 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  and  the  whole  subject  of  manufacture 
of  preparations  with  alcohol  free  of  duty  has  been  thoroughly 
sifted  and  debated  by  the  members  of  the  Section,  and 
further  action  now  only  remains  in  abeyance  in  consequence 
of  Mr.  Chamberlain's  recent  announcements.  So  far  as  the 
work  of  the  Drug  Sub  section  is  concerned,  it  is  now  largely 
carried  out  by  the  Drug  Club,  which  consists  of  the  members 
of  the  principal  firms  of  the  drug-trade  in  this  country,  and 
of  which  one  of  us  (John  C.  Umney)  has  the  honour  to  be 
Secretary. 

If  your  editorial  notice  and  the  correspondence  appearing 
in  the  Standard  has  no  other  effect  than  enlisting  the  further 
help  of  the  members  of  the  Chemical  Section  in  its  work,  it 
will  at  any  rate  have  accomplished  a  useful  purpose. 

Yours  faithfully, 

John  C.  Umney, 
Chairman  of  Chemical  Section 
of  London  Chamber  of  Commerce. 
Thos.  Tyrer, 
Ex-Chairman  of  Section  and 
Loidcn,  September  8.  Member  of  the  Council. 

Students  and  Examiners. 

Sir, — "Abel  Scholar,"  in  his  ardour  to  do  away  with  pro- 
fessorial examiners,  charges  me  with  "not  believing  in 
education  and  the  advantages  to  be  derived  therefrom."  I 
would  ask  him  to  re-read  my  letter  of  August  15,  and  he  will 
notice  that,  instead  of  not  believing  in  education,  I  advocate 
advanced  education,  for,  not  only  do  I  recommend  a  con- 
tinuation of  the  present  four  subjects  (because  they  are  so 
closely  allied,  and  depend  so  much  upon  one  another,  that  I 
fail  to  see  how  they  can  be  separated  to  the  advantage  of 
the  calling),  but  would  extend  the  syllabus,  and  put  on 
another  useful  science.  Again,  he  must  bear  in  mind  that 
it  is  not  because  we  cannot  produce  men  within  our  ranks 
sufficiently  learned  in  their  subjects  to  take  the  place  of  the 
professors  on  the  examining  board  (there  are  many  now  able  to 
do  it),  but  because  professors,  from  their  intimate  knowledge 
of  students,  as  teachers  and  examiners,  are  more  capable  to 
judge  of  the  merits  of  a  student  in  the  short  time  at  their 
disposal  than  one  less  accustomed  to  teaching  and  examining, 
such,  for  instance,  as  some  of  our  most  accomplished  phar- 
macists. For  the  benefit  of  filling  five  vacancies,  occurring 
I  believe  once  in  every  four  years,  on  the  Board  of  Examiners, 
"  Abel  Scholar "  would  produce  in  the  same  time  at  least 
150  Major  men,  some  who  know  chemistry  well  and  no 
materia  medica,  others  who  know  materia  medica  well  and 
next  to  no  chemistry.  They  would  scarcely  be  a  success  in  a 
pharmacy.  Yours  truly, 

Birmingham,  September  8.  E.  C.  Bennison. 


Citral-content  of  Lemon  Oil. 

Sir, — -We  have  followed  with  much  interest  the  disputes 
on  citral  percentages  of  lemon  oil,  and  we  quite  share  Mr. 
Parry's  opinion.  An  article  appeared  in  the  C.  4'  D.  of 
August  29  which,  rather  than  discussing  the  matter  of  the 
citral  value,  tends  to  suggest  that  lemon  oil  exported  from 
Sicily  does  not  contain  the  right  percentage  of  citral, 
because  it  is  adulterated  with  turpentine  and  terpenes,  while 
good  oil  is  exported  from  Calabria,  there  not  being  any  im- 
portation of  adulterants  to  the  mainland.  We  have  first  to 
point  out  that  a  good  deal  of  turpentine  and  terpenes  arrives 
at  Calabria,  first  passing  through  the  Messina  Customs,  as 
generally  foreign  steamers  do  not  call  at  Calabria  (except 
in  rare  cases),  and  therefore  it  appears  in  the  statistics  that 
all  such  products  are  employed  in  Sicily,  while,  on  the  con- 
trary, a  good  deal  goes  to  Calabria  via  Messina.  Referring 
to  the  citral-estimation,  we  have  to  say  that  the  Soldaini  and 
Berte's  method  by  sodium  bisulphite  does  not  prove  that 
lemon  oil  contains  7  to  7  30  per  cent,  of  citral,  as  it  does  not 
enable  one  to  separate  this  quantity.  We  have  often  worked 
1,000  lbs.  at  a  time  of  lemon  oil  of  undoubted  purity  into 
terpeneless  oil,  and  have  never  obtained  more  than  6  to  6  25 
per  cent,  of  oil  free  from  terpenes,  of  which  only  about 
50  per  cent,  is  citral.  Our  terpenes,  having  been  examined 
several  times  by  Dr.  Berte  and  Messrs.  Ogston  &  Moore,  do 
not  show  any  trace  of  citral.  By  this  fact  it  is  well  demon- 
strated that  it  is  impossible  that  oil  of  lemon  may  contain 
7  per  cent,  of  citral,  but  a  figure  near  to  4  per  cent. 

In  conclusion,  we  offer  to  pay  500Z.  sterling  to  Messrs. 
Gulli  and  Stavenhagen,  or  any  other  chemist,  who,  under  our 
own  supervision,  can  extract  7  per  cent,  of  pure  citral  from 
regular  pure  oil  of  lemon  pressed  under  our  control.  It  is  quite 
true  that  on  our  market  lemon  oil  is  bargained  on  the  basis  of 
Messrs.  Ogston  &  Moore's  analysis,  which  gives  7  per  cent, 
of  citral,  and  which  is  quite  wrong;  but  to  change  this 
system  it  would  be  necessary  that  an  expert  English 
chemist  should  come  here  and  establish  an  analytical  labo- 
ratory, thus  helping  to  place  the  lemon-oil  industry  on  a 
more  reasonable  basis. 

Yours  very  truly, 

Messina,  September  1.     Fratelli  de  Pasquale  &  Co. 

(The  following  is  translated  from  the  original  in  Italian.) 
Sir, — It  is  with  the  desire  to  take  part  in  the  discussion 
that  has  arisen  amongst  some  chemists  with  respect  to  the 
real  percentage  of  citral  in  lemon  oil  that  I  send  you  this 
letter.  In  the  number  of  The  Chemist  and  Druggist, 
dated  August  8,  1903,  I  read  the  article  by  Mr.  E.  J.  Parry 
respecting  the  true  percentage  of  citral  usually  contained  in 
lemon  oil  and  the  appeal  he  makes  to  all  persons  competent 
in  the  matter  to  settle  the  question  in  an  exhaustive  manner. 
In  the  subsequent  issue  of  your  paper  I  read  the  names  of 
many  high  chemical  authorities  and  experts,  all  echoing  the 
contention  of  the  above-named  Mr.  Parry — namely,  the 
London  Essence  Company,  the  Essentials  Company,  C.  T. 
Bennett,  and  Alfred  C.  Chapman — sayirjg  that  the  quantity 
of  citral  in  lemon  oil  is  generally  about  4  per  cent.,  and  cot 
7  per  cent,  as  has  been  held  for  so  long.  And  finally,  in  the 
last  number  of  your  paper,  dated  August  29,  I  read  a  contra- 
dictory reply  to  the  above  contention  on  the  part  of  Dr.  S. 
Gulli  and  Mr.  H.  Stavenhagen  of  Reggio- Calabria.  These 
gentlemen  maintain,  in  their  turn,  that  the  quantity  of  citral 
in  lemon  oil  averages  7  per  cent ,  and  adduce  analytical  data 
taken  from  many  samples  of  lemon  oil  on  which  they  base 
the  justification  of  their  assertions,  saying  that  for  such 
results  they  employed  the  sodium-bisulphite  process  in  the 
manner  set  out  by  Messrs.  Soldaini  and  Berti  in  one  of  their 
publications  affecting  the  industry  (Orosi,  September, 
1899).  In  conclusion  the  said  gentlemen  affirm  that  all 
essences  of  lemon  containing  a  less  percentage  of  citral 
than  6  50  per  cent,  are  adulterated.  Until  Mr.  Parry 
appealed  to  all  competent  persons  to  join  him  in  order  to 
settle  this  question,  I  should  have  liked  to  take  an  active 
part  in  the  matter  had  not  the  fear  of  being  taxed  with 
inconsistency  restrained  me.  Now  I  desire  to  state  my 
views. 

I  am  absolutely  convinced  that  the  average  proportion  of 
citral  in  the  lemon  oil  is  just  4  per  cent.  This  conviction  I 
have  formed  not  on  data  obtained  by  more  or  less  perfect 
determination  of  citral,  but  from  an  extensive  practice  and  a 
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deep  knowledge  of  lemon  oil  which  I  have  acquired  after 
many  years'  study  of  the  product.  For  over  four  years  I 
have  managed  the  chemical  laboratory  and.  industrial  depart- 
ments  of  Messrs.  Saunderson  &  Sons,  of  Messina,  and  besides 
several  thousands  of  samples  of  essence  of  lemon  which  I 
have  been  able  to  examine  in  their  chemical  laboratory,  I 
prepare  for  account  of  these  gentlemen  terpeneless  oil  of 
lemon,  and  the  average  yield  of  this  product  has  never  been 
above  4  per  cent.  After  such  a  show  of  fact,  confirmed 
besides  by  all  manufacturers  of  terpeneless  oil  of  lemon, 
I  think  it  quite  useless  to  insist  upon  figures  obtained  by  one 
or  other  method  of  determining  the  citral  in  essence  of 
lemon.  Nor  can  Messrs.  Gulli  and  Stavenhagen  say  to  me, 
"  You  have  obtained  a  low  yield  because  you  have  employed 
adulterated  oil,"  for  besides,  like  them,  having  the  same 
facilities  for  distinguishing  pure  oil  from  adulterated  for 
several  years  in  the  manufacture  of  terpeneless  oil  of  lemon, 
I  have  used  exclusively  machine-prepared  lemon  oil,  made 
under  my  direct  supervision  at  Messrs.  Saundersons'  factory 
in  Tremestieri  and  from  lemons  gathered  in  the  neighbour- 
hood in  the  Plane  of  Taormina  near  Acireale,  and  therefore 
undoubtedly  pure.  Yet  I  repeat  that  they  did.  not  yield  me 
over  4  per  cent. 

Now  I  get  back  to  the  question  of  inconsistency.  In 
Messina  the  idea  has  been  rooted  for  many  years  that  citral 
in  lemon  oil  exists  to  the  extent  of  about  7  per  cent., 
although,  as  stated  above,  I  have  for  the  last  four  years 
been  able  to  ascertain  how  erroneous  is  such  a  belief,  and  I 
have  endeavoured  to  make  public  my  opinion  with  respect 
to  it,  but  have  always  found  an  insurmountable  obstacle  in 
the  popular  belief ;  therefore  I  have  been  constrained  un- 
willingly to  issue  certificates  of  analysis  of  essence  of  lemon 
on  a  basis  of  7  per  cent,  of  citral,  which  is  general.  This  is 
the  inconsistency  to  which  I  refer.  I  have  not  been  able  to 
change  the  order  of  things,  and  have  still  to  issue  certificates 
based  on  7  per  cent.,  knowiDg  well  that  this  is  but  an 
arbitrary  point,  yet  equivalent  in  my  mind  to  the  true  4  per 
cent.  On  the  other  hand,  if  one  desired  to  set  up  this  new, 
but  nevertheless  exact,  standard  for  citral  in  lemon  oil,  a 
veritable  revolution  would  arise  amongst  the  manufacturers 
and  merchants  (shippers),  who  would  dread  that  their  oil 
would  not  be  accepted  by  their  foreign  buyers,  and  that  not 
without  reason  ;  for  the  latter  (or  a  large  number  of  them) 
would  not  accept  an  oil  accompanied  by  a  chemist's  certi- 
ficate testifying  to  a  4-per-cent.  percentage  of  citral  and  not 
7  per  cent.,  as  they  are  accustomed  to  get  it.  That  would 
not  happen  if  here,  in  the  centre  of  production,  one  could 
have  the  support  of  Messrs.  G.  H.  Ogston  &  Moore,  who,  I 
am  satisfied,  also  share  my  view  as  well  as  that  of  so  many 
other  reputable  chemists  and  competent  English  people, 
whilst  at  the  same  time  a  declaration  should  be  published, 
signed  by  all  competent  persons  who  support  this  view — a  de- 
claration which  should  be  convincing  to  all  foreign  buyers  of 
lemon  oil. 

I  take  the  opportunity  to  say  that,  from  the  analyst's 
point  of  view,  the  best  process  for  determining  citral  in 
lemon  oil  that  has  been  offered  up  to  now  is  that  submitted 
by  Messrs.  Burgess  and  Child,  for  only  with  it  have  I  been 
able  to  get  results  which  most  approximate  to  the  truth  and 
yielding  figures  sufficiently  in  accord  amongst  themselves.  I 
cannot,  however,  accept  the  whole  of  their  method  of 
analysis  for  the  determination  of  the  purity  of  essence  of 
lemon,  because  I  have  noticed,  whilst  analysing  lemon  oil 
prepared  in  my  presence,  that  this  analytical  process  proved 
the  pure  oils  to  be  adulterated.  I  think  this  should  be 
attributed  to  the  great  difference  in  the  physico-chemical 
constants  found  in  lemon  oil  got  from  one  contract  to 
another  or  from  one  season  to  another.  To  say  that  frac- 
tional distillation  in  the  analysis  of  lemon  oil  has  no  value 
is  an  exaggeration,  because  if  the  fractional  distillation  is 
properly  carried  out  (that  is  to  say,  distilling  under  atmo- 
spheric pressure  without  vacuum,  slowly,  and  with  due  care), 
most  valuable  data  will  be  obtained,  especially  for  adultera- 
tion with  turpentine  oil.  I  conclude  with  a  request  to 
Messrs.  Gulli  and  Stavenhagen,  if  they  will  not  be  convinced 
as  to  the  true  proportion  of  citral  in  lemon  oil,  to  themselves 
effect  a  genuine  test.  Let  them  distil  with  a  pair  of  stills 
such  lemon  oil  as  they  hold  to  be  undoubtedly  pure.  Let 
them  prepare  a  concentrated  terpeneless  essence,  and  they 
will  see  that  the  result  will  not  differ  from  that  obtained  by 
me  and  by  many  others,  the  more  so  as  citral  is  not  apt 


to  undergo  decomposition,  and  therefore  there  can  be  no  loss 
during  the  concentration.  Your  devoted, 

Messina,  September  1.  Professor  G.  BOSUBGI. 

A  Beply  to  an  Appeal. 
Sir, — As  the  letter  which  you  published  last  week  from 
'_' A  Victimised  One"  is,  if  not  contradicted,  calculated  to 
injure  the  reputation  of  Irish  pharmaceutical  chemists  as  a 
body,  and,  if  read  and  believed  by  employers  in  England, 
likely  to  prevent  the  employment  of  many  deserving  men, 
may  I  be  permitted  to  state  emphatically  that  the  letter  is  a 
disgrace  to  the  man  who  penned  it  ?  It  is  strange  to  see  this 
disciple  of  temperance  writing  such  an  intemperate  letter, 
and  to  observe  the  ofiiciousness  with  which  he  wrote  to  the 
Registrar  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ireland  to  correct 
a  clerical  error  of  names  hastily  taken  at  a  meetiDg  of  young 
pharmacists  in  this  city.  A  more  respectable  body  of  young 
gentlemen  it  would  be  hard  to  collect  in  this  or  any  other 
city.  I  hope  the  President  of  the  Irish  Pharmaceutical 
Society  will  take  the  proper  course  in  reference  to  this  letter. 

Faithfully  yours, 

Spatula.  (142/2.) 

[Two  other  letters  have  been  receivel  on  this  subject,  one 
endorsing  the  above  views  and  the  other  those  of  last  week's 
correspondent. — Editor.] 


Legal  Queries. 

Consult  "The  Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Diary,"  1903, 
before  formulating  Queries. 

139/57.  I.  R.  Labels. — (1)  A  preparation  made  according 
to  one  of  our  Diary  formulas  should  be  called  by  the  name 
given  therein  or  a  variation  thereof,  otherwise  it  may  be 
taken  outside  the  terms  of  the  exemption.  Suppose  we  print 
a  formula  because  the  properties  of  the  ingredients  are  known, 
admitted,  and  approved  as  a  remedy  for  a  cough,  if  you  were 
to  sell  the  preparation  as  an  indigestion-mixture,  the  onus  of 
proving  it  is  known,  admitted,  and  approved  for  that  purpose 
would  rest  upon  you.  (2)  See  reply  to ';  A.  H."  (3)  "  Blood- 
purifier  "  is  not  yet  a  liable  title  (compare  The  Chemists'  and 
Druggists'  Diary,  1903,  page  524,  and  "  Alpe,"  page  79),  but 
at  the  hearing  of  a  case  recently  the  Magistrate  (Mr.  Denman) 
said,  "  Prima  faoie  the  statement  that  [a  preparation]  purifies 
the  blood  is  equivalent  to  saying  that  it  prevents  . . .  ailments," 
with  which  the  Board  of  Inland  Revenue's  legal  representa- 
tive agreed.  We  do  not  recall  any  case  in  which  the 
authorities  have  expressed  the  opinion  that  impurities  of 
the  blood  are  an  ailment.  "  Blood-enriching  "  and  "  blood- 
making  "are  no  more  liable  than  "  bone -forming."  Blood 
is  a  part  of  the  human  body,  though  not  an  organ.  (4)  We 
do  not  feel  inclined  to  keep  open  our  Diary  collection 
indefinitely.  It  ought  not  to  take  anyone  more  than  half 
an  hour  to  copy  any  formula;  for  ailment-named  preparations 
he  wishes  to  send  us,  and  it  will  save  us  a  good  deal  of  time 
and  work  if  we  get  them  before  the  "  copy  "  is  put  into  the 
printers'  hands.  You  should  send  in  any  you  want  published 
by  an  early  post. 

141/38.  C.  L.  H. — (1)  Your  composition-essence  label 
does  not  render  the  preparation  liable  to  stamp-duty.  The 
title  is  outside  the  scope  of  the  Act,  and  the  old  recom- 
mendation will  not  apply.  (2)  It  will  suffice  intheciseof 
1-dr.  boxes  of  ailment-named  pills  to  put  a  slip  round  the 
box  or  at  the  bottom,  declaring  the  composition  or  the  source 
of  the  formula. 

141/41.  E.  V.  L. — Judging  by  the  particulars  which  you 
give,  we  expect  you  will  have  difficulty  in  persuading  a  local 
magistrate  that  a  full  licence  to  sell  wines  and  spirits  is 
necessary  for  your  shop.  You  are  more  likely  to  get  an 
"off"  wine-licence  to  cover  the  sale  of  so-called  medicated 
wines.  Application  for  this  licence  should  be  addressed  in 
the  first  instance  to  the  local  superintendent  of  police.  See 
The  Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Diary,  page  539. 

141/44.  J.  T.  H.— If  you  turn  to  page  527  of  th's  year's 
Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Diary,  you  will  find  a  list  of 
troubles  that  are  not  ailments  within  the  meaning  of  the 
Medicine-stamp  Acts.  The  preparation  which  you  are  to 
put  up  in  Id.  boxes  for  chapped  hands  and  roughness  of 
the  skin  will  not  be  liable  to  stamp-duty. 
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135/29.  C.  W. — Thanks.  "  C.  D."  is,  we  fear,  an  insuf- 
ficient indication,  but  "  C.  &  D.  D."  would  suffice. 

141/63.  A.  II.  and  others. — The  Board  of  Inland  Revenue 
say  in  order  that  a  medicine  may  fall  within  the  exemption 
as  to  the  formulfe  published  in  books  of  reference,  such  in- 
formation should  be  given  on  the  label  as  will  enable  the 
formula  specified  to  be  absolutely  identified. 

140/68.  A.  E.  D. — (1)  If  "Dr.  Brown's  cough-mixture," 
is  a  known,  admitted,  and  approved  remedy,  prepared  ac- 
cording to  Dr.  Brown's  prescription  which  is  open  to  the 
world,  it  may,  according  to  the  opinion  of  the  present 
Attorney-General  (given  to  us  in  1888),  be  so  described  ;  but 
if  "  Dr.  Brown's"  is  assumed  by  you  and  used  by  you  only, 
you  will  take  it  out  of  Exemption  3.  (2)  The  whole  question 
will  be  treated  in  good  time.    See  preceding  reply. 

139/9.  F.  R  ,  when  bathing  in  the  sea,  noticed  a  floating 
and  partly  submerged  object.  After  great  difficulty  he 
secured  it  and  brought  it  to  land,  when  it  turned  out  to  be  a 
50-gal.  cask  full  of  good  olive  oil.  He  at  once  reported  to 
the  village  constable,  who  took  charge  of  it  and  who  wrote 
H.M.  Customs  at  Portmadoc.  What  is  "  F.  R.'s "  share  of 
the  salvage  1  [The  Merchant  Shipping  Act,  1894,  provides 
that  where  any  person  who  is  not  the  owner  thereof  finds  or 
takes  possession  of  any  flotsam,  he  shall,  as  soon  as  possible, 
deliver  the  same  to  the  Receiver  of  Wrecks  of  the  district, 
who  may  sell  the  same  at  any  time  if,  in  his  opinion,  it  is 
under  the  value  of  51.,  or  is  of  a  perishable  nature,  or  not  of 
sufficient  value  to  pay  for  warehousing,  and  the  proceeds  of 
sale  shall,  after  defraying  the  expenses  thereof,  be  held  by 
the  receiver  for  one  year.  After  the  expiration  of  this  time 
the  goods  or  the  proceeds  of  sale  thereof,  after  payment  of 
all  expenses,  costs,  fees,  and  salvage,  shall  be  delivered  to 
the  Crown,  or  Lord  of  the  Manor,  or  other  person  in  whom 
the  right  to  wrecks  is  vested.  The  amount  of  salvage  is 
fixed  by  the  Board  of  Trade,  and  is  to  be  reasonable.  In 
case  of  dispute  the  matter  is  to  be  referred  to  the  proper 
County  Court  having  jurisdiction.  Our  correspondent 
should  put  himself  into  communication  with  his  Majesty's 
Customs  at  Portmadoc] 

142/47.  C.  S. — See  reply  toJ"A.  H."  (above).  Each  of  the 
formulae  given  in  our  Diary  will  be  easily  distinguishable. 

142/49.  Simplex. — (1)  The  specific  for  rheumatism  cannot 
benefit  by  Exemption  3,  because  hitherto  and  now  it  has 
been  sold  stamped,  or,  in  the  words  of  the  exemption,  it  has 
"  been  recommended  by  the  makers  as  a  nostrum  and 
specific  "  (see  1903  Diary,  page  533).  The  mere  deletion 
of  the  possessive-case  word  will  not,  after  December  31, 
make  the  preparation  non-liable.  Alteration  of  the  compo- 
sition of  the  article  (however  slight)  of  the  label,  name, 
style  of  get-up,  and  so  on  will  naturally  produce  a  different 
article.  (2)  The  word  "  specific  "  can  be  used  by  qualified 
chemists  to  describe  a  "  known,  admitted,  and  approved  " 
remedy,  and  without  incurring  stamp-duty  if  the  composition 
is  declared  in  some  way.  (3)  See  The  Chemists'  and 
Druggists'  Diary,  1903,  page  527.  "Falling-off  oE  the 
hair"  is  sometimes  an  ailment.  (4)  See  Editorial  in  this 
issue.  (5)  A  solution  of  phenazone  and  caffeine  citrate  in 
water  described  as  "Phenazone  caffeine-citrate:  the  ten 
minutes  headache-cure  "  comes  within  Exemption  3  if  sold 
by  a  qualified  chemist.  (6)  "Phosphoric  acid  and  quinine" 
would  be  a  sufficient  disclosure  of  the  composition  of  a  re- 
commended preparation  of  these  ingredients  with  solvents 
and  flavouring. 

>  144/39.    Thutle. — All  the  names  will  involve  liability 
after  December  31. 

143/29.  T.  G.— Please  read  recent  issues  of  the  C.  $  D. 
All  your  questions  have  been  dealt  with  very  fully  since  the 
beginning  of  June.  You  appear  to  have  just  awakened  to 
the  importance  of  the  High  Court  decisions. 


Miscellaneous  Inquiries. 


27/7.  P.  M.  U. — A  stain-varnish  is  indicate  1  in  the  cases 
you  mention,  but  some  stains  are  sufficiently  permanent  to 
stand  subsequent  French  polishing. 


77/56.  Fireplace. — Drying  Powders. — In  The  Chemists' 
and  Druggists'  Diary  for  1898  you  will  find  the  several 
methods  of  drying  drugs  explained.  Many  chemists  rely  on 
the  kitchen  oven  or  a  gas  cooking-stove  for  this  purpose,  the 
hot  oven,  after  the  fire  has  been  withdrawn  or  the  gas 
extinguished,  being  sufficient  in  most  cases. 

72/66.  E.  D.  L. — Brown  Hair-dye  in  one  solution. — See 
C.  $>•  D.,  August  30,  1902,  page  400,  and  December  20,  page 
1030.  6 

75/47.  Rayful  —  Hair-dyes  (aniline).— Recent  references 
to  these  are  August  2,  1902,  page  215,  and  February  7,  1903, 
page  251. 

31/34.  C.  A.  J. — Dry  Batteries. — We  must  refer  you  to 
an  answer  we  gave  to  a  correspondent  in  the  C.  §  D., 
December  21,  1901,  page  1010,  for  full  information  on  this 
point.    We  cannot  spare  the  space  to  repeat. 

254/7.  Eton. — Paints  used  for  house-painting  are  made 
by  diluting  the  paste  colours  with  linseed  oil  and  turpentine. 
The  basis  of  the  paints  should  be  white-lead  ground  in  oil, 
and  to  this  any  of  the  various  umbers  and  ochres  ground  in 
oil  are  added  to  give  the  different  colours.  You  could  not 
prepare  the  paste  colours  on  a  small  scale  to  compete  with 
the  commercial  articles. 

58/33.  Bus  in  Urbis. — Electro-plating  cannot  be  pro- 
fitably conducted  on  the  small  scale,  because  you  must 
necessarily  use  a  sufficient  bulk  of  silver  and  gold  solutions 
to  immerse  the  articles.  Formulas  for  the  solutions  were 
given  in  the  C.  %  D.,  March  1,  1902,  page  357.  If  you 
think  of  taking  up  the  subject,  you  will  find  Philip's  "  Electro- 
plating and  Electro-refining  of  Metals,"  12s.  61.  (Lockwood), 
useful. 

116/66.  H.  D. — The  Asthma-inhalant  is  a  mixture  of 
acetic  ether  and  alcohol.  We  judge  the  proportions  of  the 
two  ingredients  to  be  equal. 

109/29.  E.  B.  D. — The  root  which  has  been  sent  you  from 
Johannesburg  looks  like  Pelargonium  antidysentericuvi,  but 
we  cannot  give  a  definite  opinion  from  the  sample  you  send. 

101/2.    Murrain. — Powder  for  Murrain  in  Cattle  : 

Aloes  socot   ...  ... 

Pulv.  zingib  ..  Bj- 

Sodre  sulph  lb.  j. 

This  is  one  dose,  and  is  best  administered  in  3  pints  of  thin 
gruel  or  small  beer. 

135/51.  J.  B.  D.  (Calcutta). — The  recipe  for  chlorodyne 
requires  some  of  the  syrup  to  be  replacsd  with  spirit  to 
make  it  inseparable.  Wny  do  you  use  "acid,  muriatic,  cone.'" 
n  such  a  preparation  ? 

i 

135/15.    G.  C.  (Turin).—  Dobell's  Solution: 

Borax   ...  5ij- 

Sodium  bicarbonate         ...       ...  3vj . 

Carbolic  acid    gr.  xxiv. 

Glycerin    §ss. 

Water  to    3xvj. 

Dissolve  the  salts  in  half  the  water,  and  the  acid  ia  the  glycerin. 
Mix  the  solution?,  mike  up  to  16  oz.  with  water,  and  filter. 

68/7.  H.  S.  G. — Sheep-dips. — Arsenic-dips  are  most 
liked  by  users,  and  the  wool-merchants  consider  that  the 
quality  of  the  wool  is  not  affected.  Sulphur,  uncombined, 
is  also  to  be  avoided.  A  powder  made  of  arsenic  and  caustic 
soda  alone  has  the  disadvantage  of  caking  when  kept,  but 
this  is  prevented  by  diluting  with  ochre.  The  following 
proportions  may  be  used  : 

Caustic  soda     6  oz. 

White  arsenic    12  oz. 

Yellow  ochre   ...     4  oz. 

This  quantity  is  for  a  30-gall.  dip. 
Carbonate  of  soda  can  be  used  in  place  of  the  caust'c  alkili* 
but  must  equal  the  quantity  of  arsenic  used.  In  some  dips 
sulphide  of  arsenic  is  used  as  a  colouring-matter,  as  ths  use 
o£  combined  sulphur  is  considered  unobjectionable.  We  do 
not  reply  to  these  inquiries  by  post. 
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20/7.  Eucalyptus  — Several  of  the  preparations  which  you 
send  do  not  seem  to  warrant  investigation.  The  liquid  for 
exterminating  Insects  in  Hens'  Wests  is  novel.  We  find  it 
to  be  essential  oil  of  camphor.  It  is  used  to  saturate  sponge, 
with  which  a  perforated  earthenware  egg  is  filled.  The 
warmth  of  the  hen  vaporises  the  liquid. 

13/30.  Fortunn. — Send  another  sample  of  the  toothache- 
liquid. 

20/65.  Cymru. — (1)  "Worm-powder  for  dogs. — This  is 
imitated  as  follows : 

Sodium  acetate    5vj. 

Sodium  hydrate    5'j- 

Sodium  chloride    jj.  5i j . 

Ammonium  carbonate       ...       ...  Bj.  5'j' 

A  teaspoonful  is  given  with  food  once  daily  for  several 
doses.  The  alkali  is  supposed  to  dissolve  the  worms. 
(2)  Distemper-powder. — This  is  potassium  bicarbonate. 

8/5.    F.  C. — (1)  We  should  prefer  to  spell  the  possessive 

case  of  your  name   s's.    (2)  The  sample  you  send  is  a 

plain  iron  solution  ;  there  is  no  quinine  or  strychnine  present. 
Tr.  ferri  acet.  would  fairly  represent  the  liquid. 

97/71.  North  Countries.  —  Ringworm- ointment.  —  The 
sample  is  too  small ;  but  we  find  resorcin  present,  and  in 
such  a  proportion  as  to  lead  us  to  believe  that  it  is  the 
active  ingredient. 

85/30.  Radix. — Is  not  the  liquid  you  send  lin.  chlorof. 
co.  1    You  give  no  particulars  of  the  use  of  the  preparation. 

80/65.  Mivpaih. — We  cannot  undertake  to  examine  the 
liquid  dentifrice  for  you. 

119/45.  Country  Chemist. — Incense-block. — From  the 
friable  condition  of  the  block,  we  imagine  this  is  formed  by 
compressing  powdered  wood-charcoal  damped  with  solution 
of  potassium  nitrate  (which  we  find  is  present). 

93/6.  Subscriber. — The  consumption-powder  is  probably 
sanosin,  about  which  see  C.  $  D.,  July  25,  page  177. 

93/26.  E.  W.  M  — Rheumatism-powder. — This  is  thialion, 
an  American  lithia-preparation  which  is  beiDg  pushed  in 
this  country  amongst  the  medical  profession.  We  cannot 
reply  by  post. 

73/2.  Scalp. — The  Baldness-lotion  yields  us  negative 
results. 

1/9.  Aloes. — (1)  Foot-rot  Liquid. — The  following  con- 
tains the  same  ingredients  as  your  sample  : 

Cupri  sulpli   3iv. 

Hydrarg.  perchlor   ...  Si- 

Ac.  carbolici  ...       ...       ...       ...  ?,ss. 

Pulv.  tragac.  co.      ...       ...       ...  5ij- 

Mel.  depurat   q.s.  to  make  a 

thick  cream 

(2)  Gold-paint  Liquid. — The  sample  you  send  is  gold 
lacquer. 

134/67.  Oleum. — Cattle-oils  for  internal  as  well  as 
external  use. — A  little  synthetical  experiment  with  glacial 
acetic  acid,  turpentine,  oil  of  thyme,  and  linseed  oil  will  give 
oils  similar  to  the  sample  you  send. 

27/19.  Destroyer  (N.Z.).— Codlin  Moth  and  Blight 
Destroyer. — This  is  a  solution  of  arsenic  in  beer.  It  is  pre- 
pared by  gently  warming  excess  of  arsenic  in  beer  for  some 
hours,  and,  after  cooling,  pouring  off  the  clear  liquid.  For 
use  as  a  spray  §  oz.  of  this  solution  is  diluted  to  4  gallons 
with  water.  The  apples  and  pears  are  sprayed  as  soon  as 
they  are  well  formed,  the  spraying  being  repeated  once  a 
week  whilst  the  fruit  holds  itself  upright ;  then  occasionally. 
When  used  as  a  wash  for  rose-trees  about  a  pound  of  un- 
slaked lime  is  stirred  in  the  dilute  solution  prepared  as 
above. 

138/17.  A  Member  (Kingston-on-Thames)  has  not  sent 
his  name. 

138/34.    J.  6.  T. — See  our  Educational  number. 


138/69.  Velox. — Bookkeeping  Classes  are  held  at  the 
Polytechnic,  Regent  Street,  W. 

141/38.  O.  L.  H.—Try  a  coating  of  water-glass  in  the 
interior  of  the  galvanised-iron  tank  which  is  to  hold 
turpentine. 

14161.  A.  K. — Try  wholesale  houses  for  fish-frying  oil 
at  2s.  a  gallon.  Mineral  oil  suitably  coloured  is  frequently 
used. 

141/29.  B.  S.  I. — Yellow  resin  and  vaseline  do  not  go 
well  together  in  ointments,  and  the  mixture  should  not  be 
stirred.  Ordinary  fats  and  oils  have  a  kind  of  solvent  action 
on  resin  which  petroleum  products  do  not  possess. 

141/19.  Nair  (India). — The  downy  appearance  on  the 
piece  of  leather  which  you  send  is  due  to  action  of 
atmospheric  ammonia  as  well  as  heat  on  the  currying-oil  in 
the  lather.    The  only  way  to  restore  it  is  to  rub  with  dubbin 


Information  Wanted. 


141/32.    Antidolorin  :  where  obtainable  1 

142/5.    Maker  of  inj.  terebinth,  co.  for  horses. 

144/30.  Names  and  addresses  of  makers  of  coats- of-arms 
(china). 

144/16.  Address  of  maker  of  surgical  instruments  marked 
"  Wair." 

139/30.  Packers  of  hydrogen  peroxide  in  stone  jars  to 
sell  at  Qd.  and  Is. 

144/60.  Diabese,  "  the  only  sure  cure  for  diabetes." 
Where  obtainable  ? 

WAKEFIELD  AND  DISTRICT  CHEMISTS' 
ASSOCIATION. 

A  meeting  of  this  Association  was  held  at  the  Victoria 
Hotel,  Wakefield,  on  September  8,  the  President  (Mr. 
W.  Pollard)  in  the  chair.  There  was  a  fair  attendance,  and 
the  discussion  was  confined  to  the  recent  decisions  of  the 
Inland  Revenue  authorities  on  medicine  stamp-duties.  The 
President  stated  that  he  knew  of  two  firms  that  had  appealed 
to  the  Board  of  Trade  against  the  decisions  of  the  Revenue 
authorities  regarding  the  durability  of  certain  labels.  Mr. 
Chaplin  suggested  that  all  shilling  preparations  liable  to 
duty  should  be  stamped  and  sold  at  the  old  price,  but  that  the 
size  should  be  reduced.  Mr.  Whaley  was  in  favour  of  having 
slips  printed  with  the  principal  ingredients  of  the  various 
mixtures,  and  that  these  be  attached  to  existing  labels. 
Various  other  views  were  expressed  on  this  burning  subject, 
but  when  summed  up  the  general  feeling  of  the  meeting  was 
that  if  the  new  conditions  are  strictly  enforced  by  the  Revenue 
authorities  the  result  will  eventually  be  of  much  benefit  to 
qualified  chemists. 

[We  may  add  to  the  foregoing  that  a  small  deputation  repre- 
senting a  section  of  the  wholesale  trade  is  to  discuss  the  matter 
with  a  representative  of  the  Board  of  Mand  Revenue.  Further, 
that  eminent  counsel  has  independently  corroborated  the  Board's 
interpretation  that  Exemption  3  does  not  apply]  to  limited 
companies. — E  ditoe.] 

Coming  Events. 

Notices  for  insertion  under  this  heading  should  be  received 
by  the  Editor  on  Wednesday  of  each  week. 

Monday,  September  14. 

Dewsbury  and  District  Chemists'  Association,  Church  House, 
Church  Street,  Dewsbury,  at  8  00  p.m.  Business:  (1) 
Minutes,  (2)  Correspondence,  (3)  New  Stamp  Regulations, 
(4)  Pharmaceutical  Society's  Compendium,  (5)  Annual  Dinner. 

Tuesday,  September  15. 

Preston  Chemists'  Association  will  meet  at  Blanor  Park  Phar- 
macy, Preston,  at  the  usual  hour  in  the  evening. 

"Wednesday,  September  16. 

Photographic  Salon,  Dudley  Gallery,  Piccadilly,  W.  Private  view 
at  11  a.m. 
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Grafce  IReport. 


NOTICE  TO  BUYERS  —The  prices  given  in  this  section  are 
those  obtained  by  importers  or  manufacturers  for  bulk 
quantities  or  original  packages.  To  these  prices  various 
charges  have  to  be  added,  whereby  values  are  in  many 
instances  greatly  augmented  before  wholesale  dealers  stock 
the  goods.  Qualities  of  drugs  and  oils  vary  greatly,  and 
higher  prices  are  commanded  by  selected  qualities  even  in 
bulk  quantities.  It  would  be  unreasonable  for  retail  buyers 
to  expect  to  get  small  quantities  at  anything  Siks  the  prices 
here  quoted. 


42  Cannon  Street,  London,  E.C. :  September  10. 

BUSINESS  has  been  fairly  steady  this  week,  but  altera- 
tions are  comparatively  few.  The  improvement  in  the 
unit  at  the  Amsterdam  bark-sale  last  week  induced  quinine- 
makers  to  advance  prices  by  Id.  per  oz  ,  and  there  was  more 
activity  in  the  second  hand  market  immediately  afterwards, 
prices  advancing  slightly.  This  week,  however,  practically 
no  business  has  been  done,  and  the  market  is  dull.  Mer- 
curials were  reduced  again  last  week,  in  order  to  meet  com- 
petition, and  there  has  also  been  a  slight  fall  in  quicksilver. 
The  excitement  in  the  shellac-market  has  continued  through- 
out, and  a  further  important  advance  has  been  established. 
American  peppermint  oil  is  firmer,  and  it  is  daily  becoming 
more  apparent  that  there  will  be  a  light  yield  in  the  United 
States.  Cascara  sagrada  is  rather  lower  on  the  spot,  owirjg 
to  offers  of  re-sale  parcels,  brrt  the  position  is  none  the  less 
sound  ;  prices  in  the  United  States  are  considerably  above 
those  of  the  London  parity.  Tartaric  acid,  citric  acid,  and 
cream  of  tartar  are  all  quiet.  The  following  are  the  principal 
changes  of  the  week  : 


Higher 

Firmer 

Easier 

Lower 

Aniseed 

(Kuss.) 
Canary-seed 
Cloves 
Ccchineal 
Pimento 
Quinine  and 

salts 
Shellac 
Soda  nitrate 

Ammonia 
sulphate 

Ergot 

Oil,  castor 

Oil,  pepper- 
mint 

Acid,  tartaric 

Chamomiles 

MentLol 

Mercurials 
Quicksilver 

Arrivals. 

The  following  drugs,  chemicals,  &c ,  have  arrived  at  the 
principal  ports  of  the  United  Kingdom  from  September  3  to 
y,  inclusive:  Acid,  acetic  (@  Fredrikstad),  378  cbys.  40  brls.,  (@ 
Terneuzen)  110  cbys.  17  brls.;  acid,  oxalic  (@  Hamburg),  17; 
acid,  tartaric  (@  Eotterdam)  6,  (@  Marseilles)  4 ;  aloes  (@ 
Aden),  <3  cs. ;  argol  (@  Oporto),  31  cks. ;  arsenic  (@  Ham- 
burg) 20,  (@  Oporto)  164;  balsam  copaiba  (@  Hamburg),  9; 
bleaching- powder  (@  Uddevalla)  46,  (@  Treport)  171  cks.;  borax 
(@  Havre),  100 ;  bromine  (@  Hamburg),  20;  camphor  (@  Ham- 
burg) 124  cs.,  (@  Kobe)  300  tubs  in  tr. ;  cardamoms  (@  Colombo1, 
61;  caraway  teed  (@  Amsterdam)  50,  (@  Eotterdam)  158; 
cbamon  iles  (@  Ghent)  1 5,  (@  Antwerp)  25  ;  chemicals  (@  Yoko- 
hama) 20  cs.,  (@  Hamburg)  £3,  (@  Eotterdam)  17;  chillies  (@ 
Aden1,  25  ;  cinchona  (@  Amsterdam1,  673  bis.  12  cs. ;  coca-leaves 
(@  Colombo),  4  pirgs. ;  cod-liver  oil  (@  Aalesund)  104,  (@  Bergen) 
6;  cream  of  tartar  (@  Marseilles)  38,  (@  Bordeaux)  6;  cumin- 
seed  (@  Mazagan),  8;  cuttle-fish  bone  (@  St.  Nazaire)  22,  (@  La 
Pallice)  17,  (@  Hamburg)  9;  drugs  (@  Eotterdam)  11  bis.,  (@ 
Antwerp)  58,  (@  Hamburg)  26,  (@  Vigo)  55  bgs.,  (@  Dieppe)  9, 
(@  Smyrna)  36  cs.;  fennel-seed  (@  Bombay!,  1,143;  galls  (© 
Shanghai),  7;  gamboge  (@  Havre1,  11;  gentian  (@  Marseilles1, 
17;  glycerin  (@  Austi  alia)  266  dms  ,  (@  Dunkirk)  35  cks. ;  gum 
frabic  (@  Alexardiia)  34  bgs-,  (@  Bombay)  230;  honey  (@ 
Montreal)  30  cs.,  (@  Jamaica)  9  cs. ;  kola  (@  W.C.  Africa).  9; 
lemon  juice  (@  Messina),  10;  lime-juice  (@  Halifax,  N.S.)  19,  (@ 
Jamaica)  5  pns. ;  liquorice-juice  (@  Marseilles),  2C0  cs.  :  liquorice- 
root  (@  Seville1,  100;  rrciithol,  10  cs. ;  oil.  castor  .(E.I.)  425  cs., 


(Italian)  30 ;  oil,  clove  (@  Amsterdam1,  2  drms. ;  oils,  essential 
(@  Amsterdam)  4,  (@  Ostend)  8,  (@  Messina)  24-;  oil,  eucalyptus 
(@  Melbourne)  47  cs.,  (@  Adelaide)  25;  oil,  mustard  ((Si  Calcutta1, 
75  ;  oil,  olive  (@  Bordeaux)  410  C3.,  (@  Marseilles)  50  cs.,  (@ 
Malaga)  141  brls.  30  bxs. ;  oil,  peppermint  (@  Kobe),  4 ;  opium  (@ 
Smyrna)  129  cs.,  (@  Calcutta)  5;  orris  (@  Leghorn),  22 ;  petro- 
latum (@  Philadelphia),  6  brls. ;  phosphorus  (@  Montreal1, 150  cs. ; 
pot.  bichrom.  (@  Antwerp),  20;  pot.  chlor.  (@  Gothenburg),  60 ; 
pot.  cyanide  (@  Eotterdam),  4  ;  potashes  (@  Montreal',  10  brls.  ; 
quinine  (@  Amsterdam),  10  bxs. ;  rhubarb,  29 ;  roots  (@  Mar- 
seilles), 33;  roots,  barks,  &c.  (@  New  York),  39;  saccharin  (@ 
Antwerp),  2  ;  sarsaparilla  (@  Jamaica),  5  ;  senna  (@  Suez),  9 ; 
shellac  (@  Calcutta)  1,601,  1C0  in  tr.,  button  lac  262 ;  soda 
sulphate  (@  Amsterdam),  83;  sponges  (@  New  York),  260; 
squills  (@  Messica),  10  bgs.  ;  sugar  of  lead  (@  Stettin!,  16 ; 
sulphur  (@  Catania)  240  cks.,  400  bgs.  7  bis.,  100  bgs.  150  cks. 
in  tr.;  tamarinds  (E.I),  53;  tartar  (@  Messina)  37,  (@ 
Marseilles)  20;  turmeric  (@  Hamburg)  20  cs.,  (@  Bombay) 
287  ;  turpentine  (@  Eiga1,  99  cks. ;  wax,  bees'  (@  Calcutta)  20  es., 
(@  Boston)  10,  (@  Sydney)  8,  (©  Barcelona)  11  bis.,  (@  Mar 
seilles)  19,  (@  Eangoou)  23,  (@  Mogador)  11,  (via  Havre)  34,  (@ 
Leghorn)  4;  wax,  ceresin  (@  Hamburg)  40,  (®  Stettin)  20;  wax, 
vegetable  (@  Hamburg),  27  ;  wood  oil  (®  Shanghai),  14-4-  in  tr. ; 
wood  spirit  (@  Montreal',  75. 

New  Ch;mica!=works. 

A  company  of  London  capitalists  are  about  to  acquire  land  ii 
the  vicinity  of  Northwich  for  the  erection  of  a  large  chemical- 
works.  It  is  the  intention  of  the  new  company  to  manufacture 
bleaching  powder,  caustic  soda,  soda-crystals,  &c,  by  a  new  and 
inexpensive  process.  The  new  patents  the  company  will  work, 
are  a  result  of  the  joint  efforts  of  an  English  and  German  chemist. 
It  is  thought  the  works  will  be  a  great  boon  to  the  district  com- 
prising Middlewich,  Northwich,  and  WinWord,  as  trade  at  the 
present  time  is  quiet,  and  large  numbers  of  man  are  unemployed. 

Java  Government  Cinchona. 

From  the  report  of  the  Government  cinchona  plantations  in 
Java  for  the  first  three  moaths  of  this  year  it  appears  that  the 
rainfall  during  this  period  has  been  abnormally  heavy,  and  the 
heavy  gales,  which  occurred  chiefly  in  February,  caused  a  con- 
siderable amount  of  damage  to  the  plantations.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  trees  have  suffered  little  from  insect-pests.  The  con- 
tinued drought  of  last  year  has  had  a  favourable  effect  on  the 
diseased  trees,  but  it  his  stimulated  the  vegetation  to  such  an 
extent  that  this  may  prove  to  be  not  entirely  without  some 
adverse  influence  on  the  harvest.  The  seedling-plantations 
promise  a  rich  yield  of  valuable  seed  towards  the  end  of  the 
present  year. 

There  was  no  lack  of  labour  during  the  period  under  review, 
and  as  a  consequence  the  cultivation  of  the  so.l  was  commenced 
in  March. 

At  the  end  of  the  quarter  the  total  shipments  of  bark  to 
Tandjong  Piiok  amounted  to  191  tons;  this  includes  90  tons 
which  had  been  held  over  from  the  1902  harvest  in  order  not  to 
depress  the  low  quotations  then  ruling.  At  the  end  of  the 
quarter  the  demand  for  labour  from  other  sides  increased 
greatly ;  this  led  to  an  advance  in  wages  amounting  to  abouS 
4s.  per  ton. 

On  March  7  a  seed-auction  was  held,  which  produced  nearly 
940?.  The  prices  paid  included  334?.  for  forty-eight  pickets  of 
hybrid  seed  of  25  grams  each,  and  42?.  for  six  pickets  S  jceirnbrii 
seed  of  50  grams  each. 

Cablegrams. 

Amsterdam,  September  3 : — At  the  auctions  of  cinchona 
10,899  packages  were  offered  (weighing  950,856  kilos.), 
compared  with  6,979  packages  offered  at  the  auctions  on 
July  23.  Of  the  above  quantity  10.739  packages  were  sold, 
at  an  average  unit  of  9  90c.  per  J  kilo.,  as  against  6  55c. 
per  §  kilo,  paid  at  the  previous  auction.  The  approximate 
quantities  of  quinine  purchased  by  the  principal  buyers  were 
as  follows :  The  English  and  American  factories,  12  046 
kilos.  ;  Brunswick  factory.  7,650  kilos.  ;  the  Mannheim  and 
Amsterdam  factories.  8  628  kilos. ;  the  Frankfort-on-Main  and 
Stuttgart  factories,  5  2)3  kilos.;  and  various  buyer.-,  10,633 
kilos.  The  prices  paid  for  the  manufacturing-bark  ranged 
from  5c.  to  71f  c.  per  J  kilo.,  and  for  the  druggists'  bark  from 
10 Jo.  to  54c.  per  |  kilo.  Ihe  unit  show  an  advance  of 
5  per  cent.,  practically  everything  being  sold. 

(The  above  telegram  was  received  too  late  for  insertion  in  our 
lad  issue.) 

Hambueg,  September  10:— Ergot  is  firmer  and  the 
scarcity  of  lycopodium  continues.  Casc=ua  sagrada  ii 
offered  at  185in.  spot  and  165m.  for  forward  delivery. 

New  Yohk,  September  10 :— The  drug-market  is  fairly 
active.    Quinine  has  been  advanced  to  25c.  per  oz.,  aru 
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opium  remains  slow  of  sale  at  $3  25  per  lb.  in  single  cases. 
Cascara  sagrada  is  irregular,  quotations  for  new  bark 
racgirg  ficm  20c.  to  25c.  per  lb.  Western  senega  continues 
scarce  at  75c,  and  the  price  of  Mexican  sarsaparilla  is 
maintained  at  10c.  A  stronger  tone  has  developed  in 
American  HGH  oil  of  peppermint,  that  brand  beiDg  quoted 
at  #2.45,  and  pure  in  tins  at  $2  20  per  lb.  Asafetida  has 
advanced  owing  to  scarcity,  quotations  ranging  from  24c.  to 
30c.  per  lb. 

Liverpool  Drug- market. 

Liverpool,  September  9. 

Canary-seed. — Further  sales  of  Turkish  have  been  made  for 
forward  delivery  at  39s.  per  quarter,  and  on  the  spot  4?s.  6(7.  is 
asked.    Not  much  is  offered,  and  higher  rates  are  looked  for. 

Cod-liver  Oil  — A  vessel  has  brought  several  lota  of  non- 
freezing  and  congtalable  Newfoundland  oil.  All  has  gone  forward 
in  execution  of  contracts.  There  are  numerous  inquiries,  but  none 
of  the  usual  importers  will  make  offers. 

Castor  Oil. — Parcels  have  been  removed  from  the  quay,  and 
it  is  doubtful  if  more  good  seconds  Calcutta  is  now  available 
at  2^(1.    First-pressure  French  is  selling  at  2^(7.  to  2\d.  per  lb. 

African  Ginger. — Considerable  parcels  have  changed  hands, 
and  nothing  is  now  available  under  30s.  per  cwt. 

Tartaric  Acid. — Some  sales  forward  have  been  made  on 
private  terms.  Current  quotation  of  foreign  is  Is.  0\d.,  and 
English  Is.  OJd.  per  lb. 

Beeswax. — Rather  more  inquiry,  but  no  change  in  values. 

Quillaia-bark.— Recent  arrivals  have  been  cleared  off  from  the 
quay  at  227.  to  227.  10s.  per  ton. 

German  Drug- market. 

Hamburg,  September  8. 

Our  drug-market  shows  a  fair  business,  and  several  articles 
meet  with  a  good  demand. 

Aniseed  is  firm,  and  Russian  cannot  be  bought  under  34m. 
per  100  kilos. 

Camphor  (refined)  is  unchanged  at  425m.  per  100  kilos. 
Canthaeides  is  very  firm  and  scarce  at  6CCm.  per  1C0  kilos. 
Ergot  is  tending  firmer  at  250m.  to  ?55m.  per  100  kilos. 
Galangal  is  lower  at  31m.  per  100  kilos. 
Hydrastis  is  very  firm,  holders  asking  685m.  per  100  kilos. 
Ipecacuanha  is  unchanged,  Rio  being  quoted  at  11  gin.  to  12m., 
and  Cartagena  at  9gm.  per  kilo. 
Kola  is  firmer  at  90m.  per  100  kilos. 

Lycopodium  is  very  scarce  and  firm  ;  spot  is  quoted  5m.,  and 
forward  delivery  4.85m.  per  kilo. 

Menthol  is  scarce  on  the  spot  at  49m.  per  kilo.,  and  forward  is 
quoted  38m. 

Quinine  is  firm  and  dearer,  and  makers'  price  has  been  raised 
to  35m.  per  kilo. 

Spermaceti  is  firmer  at  207m.  per  100  kilos. 
Sugar  of  Milk  is  also  firmer  at  105m.  per  100  kilos. 
Wax,  Japanese,  is  firm  at  135m.  per  100  kilos. 
Wobmseed  is  firm  at  110m.  per  100  kilos. 

Oils  (Fixed).— Castor  is  firmer,  first-pressing  in  barrels  being 
quoted  39nm.  per  100  kilos.  Cod  liver  shows  more  demand,  non- 
cODgealing  oil  being  quoted  475m.  per  barrel.  Linseed  is  steady. 
Wood  oil  vej  y  scarce. 

Oils  (Essential1. — Staraniee  is  firmer  at  lOim.  per  kilo., 
end  peppermint  oil  shows  more  business,  HGH  being  quoted  12m. 
per  lb.,  and  Japanese  at  16m.  per  kilo,  for  spot,  and  13m.  per 
kilo,  for  forward  delivery. 

American  Drug = market. 

Nero  York,  September  1. 
Business  generally  is  quiet  as  usual  at  this  season,  but  con- 
siderable interest  is  being  shown  in  the  position  of  almost  all 
American  crude  drugs.  The  great  prosperity  of  the  country,  with 
the  scarcity  of  labour  in  all  branches  of  industry,  has  resulted  in 
the  diversion  cf  drug-collectcr3  to  more  profitable  enterprises. 
The  present  year's  crop  will,  therefore,  be  very  small,  and  dea'ers 
expect  a  very  high  market  for  all  American  staples.  Cascara,  in 
particular,  is  moving  rapidly  upwards.  Stocks  in  Dew  York  are 
small,  and  little  is  obtainable  from  the  growing  centres  at  any 
price.  Senega,  golden  seal,  serpentary,  are  all  scarce  and  firm, 
and  the  tendency  is  upward.  Apart  from  these  features  the 
market  is  quiet. 

Opium  is  unsettled  and  lower,  principally  owing  to  lack  of 
demand.  Dealers  quote  $3.30  per  lb.  for  single  cases,  but  $3.25, 
less  the  usual  discount,  will  buy. 

Quinine  is  firmer  in  anticipation  of  the  full  demand  Java  has 
sold  up  to  22£c.  per  oz  ,  which  i3  now  an  inside  figure.  German  is 
quoted  at  22£c.  to  23k-.,  with  offerings  from  second  hands  light. 
[Sioce  advanced  to  25c. — Ed.]. 

Beeswax. —  Ordinary  pure  is  offering  at  29c.  to  31c.  per  lb. 

Menthol  is  in  better  demand  and  firmer,  at  $5.50  per  lb. 

Spermacetti  is  easy,  at  2Hc.  for  block  and  22hc.  for  cakes. 


Cascara  Sagrada  is  an  excited  market.  Sales  have  been  made 
13c.  up,  and  the  Pacific  market  is  now  offering  at  20c.  for  old 
bark.  Little  is  available  at  present,  and  supplies  of  new  to  arrive 
have  been  offered  at  10c  ,  but  it  is  doubtful  if  any  could  now  bo 
secured  at  this  figure.    The  market  is  advancing  rapidly. 

Senega  is  quiet,  as  all  new  crop  so  far  gathered  has  been 
bought  up.  Sales  have  been  made  at  74c.  to  76c  ,  and  quotations 
now  range  from  78c.  to  80c.  More  new  crop-  from  the  North-west  is 
expected,  but  it  is  doubtful  if  lower  prices  will  lule. 

Thymol  has  declined  to  $1.75  per  lb. 

Copaiba. — Central  American  is  offered  at  35c.  and  Para  at  37c. 
The  market  is  well  supplied. 

Cantharides. — Russian  is  scarce  and  has  sold  up  to  65c  ,  and 
more  is  obtainable  at  this  figure. 

Cod-liver  Oil  has  sold  at  $102.50,  and  to  arrive  at  $100.  Pure 
Newfoundland  is  quoted  up  to  $3  per  gal. 

Ergot  is  slow  of  sale,  at  27c.  to  28c.  per  lb. 

Peppermint  Oil  is  obtainable  at  $2.10,  though  most  holders 
quote  $2.20  to  $2.25.  The  weather  conditions  have  not  been 
favourable  for  the  new  crop,  which  is  expected  to  be  small. 
Dealers  look  for  a  high  market  later. 

Golden  Seal  is  scarce  and  firmer,  with  quotations  showing  an 
advance  to  59c. 

Serpentary  is  quoted  42c.  to  45c  ,  with  little  obtainable. 

Jaborandi  is  quiet  and  offering  at  12c.  to  14c.  The  spot - 
supply  is  of  very  inferior  quality  and  not  easy  to  move. 

Cannabis  Indica.  — Demand  is  small,  as  most  dealers  have 
anticipated  requirements  for  some  time  to  come.  Quotations  are 
firm  at  883.  to  90c. 

Ipecacuanha.  — Rio  is  dull  at  $1.20,  and  Cartagena  weak  at 
$1.05  per  lb. 


Acid,  Citric. — Quiet,  at  Is.  OH.  per  lb.  for  English 
crystals. 

Acid,  Tartaric. — Quiet,  at  Is.  Id.  per  lb.  for  English 
from  makers,  and  Is.  0^d.  for  foreign. 

Agar-Agar  is  firm  at  Is.  6d.  per  lb. 

Alcohol. — In  about  a  fortnight's  time  the  new  prices  for 
German  potato-spirit  will  have  been  fixed  by  the  Berlin  ring, 
and  while  they  are  not  expected  to  be  higher,  we  are  assured 
that  there  is  no  possibility  of  lower  prices. 

Almonds. — Small  arrivals  of  new  crop  have  taken,  place 
on  the  Messina  market,  and  the  production  is  about  a 
fortnight  later.  As  various  exporters  sold  new  crop  for 
August  shipment,  holders  of  parcels  in  Messina  have  availed 
themselves  of  the  opportunity  of  asking  higher  prices,  while 
for  later  shipments  holders  are  inclined  to  make  concessions. 
P.  and  G.  sweet  for  September-October  shipment  is  quoted 
57s.  3i  ,  bitter  61s.  3:1.,  current  Avola  62s.,  and  choice  ditto 
70s.  per  cwt.,  of  50|  kilos  ,  f.o.b.  Messina. 

Aloes. — Resales  of  hard  bright  Caps  aloes  have  been 
made  at  62s.  6d.  per  cwt. 

Ammonia. — Prices  of  liqruor  are  firm  owing  to  the  high 
cost  of  sulphate.  Contracts  have  been  made  at  rather  better 
prices,  the  0  889  strength  being  quoted  on  the  basis  of  3^d. 
per  lb.  with  discount,  according  to  quantity.  Lump  Amnion, 
carb.  is  quoted  3|^.  per  lb.  in  casks  of  5  cwt.  each. 

Aniseed. — Russian  is  dearer,  17s.  61.  per  cwt.,  c.i.f.,  beirg 
now  asked  for  new  crop. 

The  exports  from  Riga  during  1902  amounted  to  420  ton?, 
against  210  tons  during  1901. 

Antimony. — Black  sulphide  (Japanese  crude)  is  quoted 
at  from  11/.  15s.  to  12/.  5s.  per  ton,  according  to  quantity  and 
brand.  English  Regulus  is  26.7.  10s.  to  27/.  10s.:  Tartar 
emetic,  lOd.  per  lb.  in  cwt.  kegs:  Antim.  Crocus  27*.;  and 
powder  29s. 

Areca. — Holders  ask  9s.  £d.  per  cw  t. 

Arrowroot. — Quiet,  with  sales  of  St.  Vincent  at  2i.  per  lb. 
for  manufacturing. 

Asafetida. — There  is  a  total  absence  of  good  quality, 
the  market  having  bscn  cleared  recently  at  90s.  Common 
stony  is  the  only  description  now  available,  for  which  40s.  is 
wanted. 

Calabar  Beans. — Small  sales  of  Sierra  Leone  have  been 
made  in  Liverpool  at  Id.  per  lb. 

Calumba. — There  has  been  more  inquiry  this  week,  and 
a  fair  business  has  been  done,  including  fair  bright  sorts  at 
21s.,  and  for  common  sorts  10s.  per  cwt.  has  been  pai 

Canary-seed  is  very  firm  on  the  spot  at  48s.  per  quarter 
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for  Turkish,  owing  to  small  stocks  and  the  shipments  of 
new  crop  being  slow  in  coming  forward.  It  is  reported 
that  several  Turkey  exporters  have  declared  their  contracts 
"  off." 

Cantharides. — No  offers  of  new  Russian  flies  appear  to 
be  forthcoming.  For  old  crop  2s.  10(7.  to  2  s.  lid.  per  lb., 
c.i.f.,  is  quoted. 

CARAWAY- SEED.— Dutch  is  selling  freely  at  21s.  Qd.  per 
cwt.,  spot. 

Cascara  Sagrada. — The  inevitable  lull  has  taken  place 
this  week,  as  resale  parcels  of  new  bark  which  bear  a  band- 
some  profit  are  offered  at  about  95s.,  and  probably  a  little 
less.  Meanwhile  prices  have  advanced  in  New  York  far 
beyond  the  London  parity. 

Chamomiles  are  coming  to  hand  in  fairly  large  quantities, 
and  prices  are  tending  lower,  fair  No.  1  Belgian  flowers  being 
quoted  at  50s.  per  cwt.,  c.i.f.,  and  seconds  at  42s.  6(7. 

Cocaine. — The  demand  has  been  quiet  for  some  weeks 
past,  makers'  quotations  being  unchanged  at  from  17s.  to 
17s.  Qd.  for  hydrochloride.  The  restrictions  which  have  been 
placed  on  the  indiscriminate  sale  of  the  drug  in  India  has 
materially  lessened  the  exports  from  this  country. 

Cochineal.— Owing  to  the  small  supplies  in  London 
prices  have  lately  advanced  Id.  to  Zd.  per  lb. 

Colocynth. — For  fine  white  Turkey  apple,  which  is  scarce, 
Is.  8(7.  per  lb.  is  quoted,  ordinary  at  Is.  5d.,  and  ordinary 
broken  Spanish  at  Is. 

Coriander-seed  is  steady  at  lis.  to  lis.  6d.  per  cwt.  for 
Morocco. 

Cream  of  Tartar  is  quiet,  at  87s.  per  cwt.  for  93-per- 
cent, powder  and  85s.  for  95-per-cent.  powder. 

Cumin-seed  is  firm  at  20s,  to  22s.  per  cwt.  for  Morocco, 
and  at  24s.  to  26s.  for  Malta. 

Dragon's  Blood. — Good  lump  has  been  sold  at  87.  10s., 
and  dull  at  67.  per  cwt. 

Ergot  remains  firm,  a  parcel  of  resifted  Spanish  offering 
at  Is.  Z\d.  on  the  spot,  and  for  new  crop  Is.  3d.  to  Is.  4(7., 
c.i.f.,  is  quoted. 

Fenugreek-seed  is  steady,  but  slow  of  sale,  at  7s.  Qd. 
per  cwt.,  spot. 

Gambier  is  quoted  31s.  to  32s.  spot.  Small  sales  of 
Cubes  have  been  made  at  39s.  per  cwt. 

Guaiacum. — Holders  of  fine  glassy  block  ask  Is.  per  lb. 

Jalap  is  unchanged,  with  a  small  business  at  4§(7.  per 
lb.  net. 

Linseed  is  quiet,  at  38s.  per  qr. 

Menthol. — Easier.  Small  sales  of  Kobayashi  have  been 
made  at  20s.,  spot;  for  September- October  shipment  15s., 
c.i.f.,  is  quoted. 

Mercurials. — A  further  reduction,  ranging  from  Id.  to 
Old.  per  lb.,  has  taken  place  in  the  price  of  mercurials,  and 
English  makers  now  quote  as  follows  :  Hyd.  bichlor.  (corro- 
sive sublimate),  2s.  4(7. ;  hyd.  chlorid.  (calomel),  2s.  8(7. ; 
hyd.  nit.  oxid.,  2s.  lid. ;  ditto  levig.,  2s.  lid. ;  hyd.  oxid. 
flav.,  3s.  lljd.  ;  hyd.  ammon.  chlor.  (white  precip.),  2s.  ll^d. ; 
pulv.,  3s.  0^d. ;  hyd.  sulph.  alb.,  2s.  4(7. ;  hyd.  sulph.  nig., 
2s.  4(7.  The  above  are  the  list  prices,  and  for  lots  below 
2  cwt.  For  assorted  lots  of  from  2  to  10  cwt.  a  reduction  of 
id.  per  lb.  is  made.  Competition  between  the  English  and 
German  makers  is  becoming  keener,  and  is  the  cause  of  the 
present  reduction. 

Musk- seed  is  quoted  at  is.  Zd.  per  lb.  upwards. 

Oil,  Cajuput. — Market  remains  very  bare,  with  a  little 
B.P.  quality  offering  at  3s.  Qd.  per  lb. 

Oil,  Castor,  is  firmer,  with  an  upward  tendency.  Hull 
make  is  quoted  for  prompt  delivery,  September  to  Decem- 
ber, at  207.  for  firsts  and  181.  10s.  per  ton  for  seconds. 
January  to  June  delivery,  207.  5s.  for  firsts  and  187.  15s.  for 
seconds,  ex  wharf  London. 

Oil,  Cod-liver. — The  London  market  for  Norwegian  oil 
remains  very  quiet,  and  it  would  be  possible  to  buy  at  from 
440s.  to  450s.  per  barrel.    It  is  reported  that  one  leading  re-  ' 


finer  has  advanced  his  price  to  59 3*.  Newfoundland,  on  the 
other  hand,  is  very  firm,  and  it  is  said  some  brokers  are  buying 
up  all  that  is  available  ;  15s.  per  gal.  is  quoted  for  good  non- 
congealing,  and  12s.  for  ordinary.  Our  Bergen  correspondent 
writes  on  September  5  that  no  interest  whatever  is  shown  in 
the  cod-liver  oil,  and  the  market  is  unchanged  at  450s.  per 
barrel,  f.o.b.  The  exports  from  Bergen  to  date  amount  to 
1,588  barrels,  against  5,911  barrels  at  the  same  time  of  last 
year. 

Oil,  Olive. — Reports  regarding  the  new  crop  are  rather 
more  satisfactory,  says  a  Messina  report  of  August  31.  The 
worm  that  was  said  to  have  appeared  in  various  districts 
has  not  caused  much  damage,  the  hot  and  dry  weather 
having  checked  its  spreading.  Fine  qualities  are  scarce, 
and  holders  demand  full  values.  Gallipoli  is  quoted  337.  10s., 
choice  ditto  347.  10s.,  burning  Russia  367.  5s.,  yellow 
Messina  32?.  15s.,  and  green  Messina  327.  5s.  per  tun  of  1,045 
kilos.,  f.o.b. 

The  1902-3  olive-oil  crop  of  Corfu  was  estimated  at  about 
130,000  Ionian  barrels  of  18  gals,  per  barrel,  or  80,000  Ioniau 
barrels  from  October  to  December,  1902,  and  50,000  barrels  from 
January  to  March  31,  1903.  The  exports  during  1902  amounted 
to  56,324  barrels,  and  the  local  consumption  was  computed  at 
about  20,000  barrels  ;  total,  76,234  barrels.  The  United  Kingdom 
received  38,054  barrels,  and  the  market  prices  ruled  from  58  to 
79  fr.  paper  (29s.  to  39s.  6<7.  per  barrel).  From  Zante  567  tons 
(12,7437.)  of  olive  oil  was  shipped  last  year,  against  432  tons 
(8,937)  in  1901,  and  from  Cephalonia  the  exports  were  285  tons  in 
1902  and  300  tons  in  1901. 

Oil,  Peppermint. — Mail  advices  from  the  United  States 
continue  to  report  that  the  crop  will  be  a  short  one. 
Quotations  for  American  HGH  on  the  spot  have  been  advanced 
to  lis.  9(7.,  and  this  figure  is  said  to  have  been  paid.  Pure 
American  in  tins  is  offered  by  one  importer  at  9s.  Qd.,  c.i.f. 
Japanese  dementholised  (Kobayashi)  is  quoted  5s.  3d.  to 
5s.  Qd.,  spot,  and  for  November-December  shipment  4s.  9^., 
c.i.f.,  is  quoted.  For  English  oil  of  the  new  crop  32s.  is 
talked  of,  and  genuine  oil  if  offered  below  this  figure  is  con- 
sidered cheap. 

Oil,  Star-aniseed,  is  firm,  at  4s.  3d.  to  4s.  4(7.  per  lb., 
spot. 

Opium. — Lack  of  demand  has  somewhat  unsettled  the 
London  market,  and  there  is  an  easier  tendency.  Sales  of  a 
few  cases  of  Smyrna  druggists'  are  reported  at  recent 
prices,  and  there  is  no  demand  for  soft  shipping.  Persian 
has  been  sold  on  the  spot  at  10s.  3d.,  and  to  arrive  10s.  Qd. 
is  quoted. 

Smyrna,  August  29. — We  have  to  report  an  unexpected  decline 
in  the  market,  attributed  to  change  of  weather  and  the  rains 
which  have  fallen  at  the  produeing-centres.  These  conditions 
have  brought  about  a  slight  reduction  in  the  market,  which  has 
been  obtained  by  American  buyert  and  has  facilitated  the 
execution  of  orders.  About  120  cases  have  been  sold,  including 
old  talequale  at  8s.  11(7.  for  current,  Karahissar  at  from  9s.  Id.  to 
9s.  4(7.,  and  Yerli  at  from  9s.  6(7.  to  9s.  10(7.  per  lb.,  c  i.f.  terms. 
Another  Smyrna  correspondent,  writing  on  August  28,  states  that 
the  market  has  declined  fully  6(7.  per  lb.  all  round.  Large  buyers 
for  America  have  come  forward,  resulting  in  an  exchange  of  some 
108  cases  of  manufacturing  qualities.  It  is,  however,  expected 
that  when  our  weak  needy  dealers,  who  are  the  cause  of  present 
decline,  clear  out  all  their  available  stocks,  prices  will  advance 
again.  To-day  they  are  as  follows  :  Current  talequale  new  and 
old,  as  to  quality,  8s.  6(7.  to  8s.  8(7. ;  selected  material  for  manu- 
facturing, 8s.  8<7.  to  9s. ;  extra  Karahissar,  as  to  quality,  9s.  to 
9s.  2(7. ;  Yerli  and  Boghaditz,  as  to  quality,  9s.  2<7.  to  9s.  8(7.  per 
lb.,  f.o.b. 

The  sales  during  August  amounted  to  253  cases,  of  which  216 
were  for  the  United  States,  and  the  balance  for  England,  the 
Continent,  and  for  account  of  speculators.  The  arrivals  in 
Smyrna  to  date  are  1,108  cases,  against  3,269  cases  at  the  same 
period  of  last  year,  and  in  Constantinople  233  cases,  against  1,103 
cases  in  1902.  Tbo  stock  in  first  and  second  hands  in  Smyrna 
now  amounts  to  4,717  cases,  against  4,570  cases  at  the  same 
period  last  year,  and  in  Constantinople  to  612  cases,  against  991 
cases. 

Potashes. — First  Montreal  potashes  remain  scarce  and 
dear  at  34s.  to  35s.,  American  or  Canadian  33s.  to  3%s.,  and 
pearl  40s.  per  cwt. 

Quicksilver. — A  reduction  of  2s.  67.  per  bottle  was 
announced  on  Monday,  the  importers  now  quoting  87.  7s.  Qd. 
for  not  less  than  five  bottles.  Previous  to  the  drop  in  quick- 
silver, a  reduction  in  mercurials  was  announced  by  English 
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makers  last  week,  but  this  was  more  with  the  idea  of  meeting 
German  competition. 

Mr.  Alex.  S.  Pickering  has  favoured  na  with  the  following  quick- 
silver statistics : 

Imports. 

1903        1902         1901  1900 
Bottles.    Bottles.    Bottles.  Bottles 

August    90  500  678  901 

January-August     ...    33,781       32,159       33,811  5,309 


August 

J  anuary- August 


Exports. 

962  1,016 
13,878  15,013 

Average  Price. 

1903  1902 
£  s.  £.  s. 
8  11         8  15 


2,216 
18,305 


1,404 
14,785 


1901  1900 

£  s.  £  s. 

9    0         9  5 


August 

Quinine.— As  a  result  of  the  5-per-cent.  advance  in  the 
unit  at  the  Amsterdam  bark-sale,  makers  advanced  their 
prices  Id.  per  oz.,  best  German  brands  in  bulk  being  now 
quoted  at  Is.  Id.  Howards  have  also  advanced  their  price 
to  1*.  2,d,,  and  for  1,000- oz.  lots  of  1-oz.  vials  they  now  quote 
Is.  4i.  Whiffen's  brand  has  also  advanced  to  Is.  Id.  Salts 
of  quinine  are  also  higher.  In  second  hands  there  was  more 
activity  at  the  close  of  last  week,  some  50,000  oz.  of  German 
bulk  selling  on  the  spot  at  ll±d.  to  llfrZ.,  and  December 
delivery  at  ll^d.  to  Is.  This  week,  however,  the  market  has 
been  inactive,  with  sellers  at  llf<£,  spot,  and  December 
at  Is. 

The  Amsterdam  Quinine- works  advanced  their  prices  on  Sep- 
tember 4  by  If.  for  Ed.  II.  and  1.50f.  per  kilo,  for  Ed.  III.,  then- 
quotations  being  22f.  and  27f.  per  kilo,  respectively. 

During  the  six  months  ending  June  (the  latest  figures  available) 
the  exports  of  quinine,  quinine-preparations,  &c,  from  Germany 
were  as  follows  : 

1901  1902  1903 

Kilos.  ...  111,800  96,000  74,000 
Marks       ...    4,693,000     3,456,000  2,664,000 

At  the  tender  of  Java  quinine  held  at  Bitavia  on  September  9, 
6,091  kilos.  Ed.  II.  were  offered,  of  which  1,230  kilo3.  were 
sold  at  an  average  of  17f.  3Dc.  per  kilo,  (about  equil  to  6.40  cents 
Amsterdam  unit),  against  18f.  par  kilo,  paid  at  the  previous 
tender.    The  next  tender  will  take  place  on  October  14. 

Scammony-ROOT. — The  market  is  well  supplied,  holders 
asking  25s.  per  cwt. 

Shellac  has  been  steadily  advancing  in  all  positions 
throughout  the  week,  and  the  spot  price  of  fair  TN  is  another 
5s.  dearer  since  our  last  report,  having  been  sold  on  Wed- 
nesday at  165s.  to  166s.  per  cwt.  Supplies,  however,  are  small 
on  the  spot,  and  are  firmly  held.  AC  Garnet  has  been  sold 
in  small  parcels  at  144s.,  and  free  GAL  at  137s.  61.  Button 
lac  continues  in  fair  demand  at  very  full  prices.  The  arrival 
market  has  also  advanced  8s.  to  10s.  on  the  week,  October- 
December  still  being  the  favourite  position,  up  to  164s.  6^., 
c.i.f.,  having  been  paid,  and  162s.  62.,  c.i.f.,  for  December- 
February  shipment.  In  "  futures  "  there  has  also  been  an 
active  market,  with  an  advance  of  about  10s.  on  the  week. 
The  business  done  up  to  Wednesday  included  October  at 
170s.  to  172s.,  November  170s.  to  171s.,  and  February  170s.  to 
171s.  per  cwt.  for  TN,  closing  173s.  value  in  all  positions. 

Soda  Nitrate  has  advanced,  refined  now  being  quoted 
10s.  4§d.  and  ordinary  10s.  per  cwt. 

Spices  — At  auction  on  Wednesday  170  packages  Jamaica 
Ginger  were  offered,  of  which  27  barrels  sold  at  37s.  to  38s. 
lean  and  dark,  and  at  45s.  for  good  bright  slightly  mouldy. 
Cochin  was  in  large  supply,  over  a  thousand  packages  being 
offered,  of  which  40  sold  at  30s.  for  washed  rough  slightly 
mouldy,  and  small  mouldy  native  cut  at  43s.  Good  small 
cut  was  bought  in  at  55s.,  and  medium  and  bold  at  70s. 
Ordinary  lined  Japan  was  bought  in  at  27s.  Pepper  is  firm, 
fair  Alleppy  selling  in  auction  at  6\d.  Penang  was  bought 
in  at  6\d.  for  fair,  rather  dusty.  No  Singapore  was  offered, 
but  privately  there  are  spot  sellers  at  6{sd.  White  pepper, 
fair  Singapore,  was  bought  in  at  10^.,  and  fair  Siam  at  9%d. 
Fair  Singapore  is  quoted  privately  at  9-^1.,  and  Penang  has 
been  sold  at  tyd.  to  Q^d,  Pimento  is  dearer,  250  bags 
selling  in  auction  at  3^.  for  mixed,  and  3gd.  for  fair. 
Good  fair  has  been  sold  privately  at  3±d.  Cloves  were  bought 
in.  Privately  there  has  been  a  large  business  mostly  for 
delivery,  October-December  selling  at  4§§^,  and  January- 


March  at  4f d.  to  4j^.  being  dearer.  Nutmegs  were  steady, 
and  West  Indian  Mace  sold  at  2s.  3d.  to  2<.  4i.  for  fair', 
Is.  lid.  for  red,  and  Is.  lid.  for  pickings.  Fair  wild  Bomliay 
sold  at  51.  Good  red  picked  Nyassaland  sold  at  30s. 
Ghiilies,  Capsicums,  and  Cassia  lignea  were  bought  in. 

Strychnine  is  firm,  makers'  prices  being  unchanged. 
German  makers  have  advanced  their  prices  4m.  per  kilo. 

Sulphur.— Under  date  of  August  31,  a  Messina  report 
states  that  values  have  slowly,  but  steadily  receded,  owing  to 
arrivals  from  the  new  meltings.  Even  the  Anglo- Sicilian 
Company  showed  some  anxiety  to  sell,  and  are  inclined  to 
make  concessions  in  price  to  promote  business.  Refined 
sulphur.being  scarce  and  in  active  demand,  is  advancing,  and 
quoted  about  7s.  above  the  cost  of  best  unmixed  seconds. 
Penned  being  so  high  in  price,  there  is  every  possibility  of 
an  increasing  consumption  in  seconds,  as  the  German  and 
Scandinavian  sulphite  manufacturers  will  doubtless  prefer  to 
bum  seconds.  Despite  the  fact  that  many  mines  have 
stopped  work  owing  to  strikes,  inundations,  &c,  the  pro- 
duction shows  that  the  stocks  at  the  end  of  July  exceeded 
those  for  the  same  period  of  1902  by  22,000  tons,  while 
exportation  since  January  increased  by  23,000  tons.  It  is 
reported  that  there  are  still  about  12  000  miners  on  strike  in 
the  district  of  Caltauissetta,  and  that  they  are  supported  by 
the  Socialists'  Committee  at  Milan. 

Turmeric. — Some  quantity  of  Cochin  finger  has  been  sold 
at  8s.  per  cwt.  on  the  spot,  and  small  sales  of  good  bright 
Rajapore  have  been  made  at  13s.,  and  Bengal  linger  at 
12s.  6d.  spot. 

Arsenic  in  Cape  Breton. 

Commercial  Intelligence  learns  that  a  company  has  been 
formed  in  Halifax  (N.S.)  to  work  the  deposits  of  auriferous 
arsenical  ores  alleged  to  exist  in  Cape  Breton.  Expert  opinion 
states  that  these  deposits  are  exceptionally  rich  in  arsenic,  and 
looks  to  Cape  Breton  becoming  one  of  the  sources  of  the  world's 
chief  supply.  Hastings  County,  Ont.,  is  turning  out  large  quan- 
tities, and  the  profits  are  relatively  high.  It  was  in  1930  that  the 
Canadian  Goldfields  (Limited)  commenced  the  production  of 
arsenic,  of  which  they  now  turn  out  about  80  tons  per  month. 
The  product,  it  is  stated,  can  be  placed  on  rail  at  4?.  per  ton,  and 
realises  from  12Z.  to  16?.  per  ton. 

Russian  Sulphuric  Acid. 

As  we  have  previously  reported,  Russia  is  making  considerable 
progress  as  a  manufacturer  of  chemicals,  and  of  these  sulphuric 
acid  is  one  of  the  most  important.  The  industry,  however,  is 
subject  to  severe  competition,  as  will  be  seen  from  the  following 
information  concerning  the  Russian  market  during  1902.  At  the 
opening  of  the  year  sulphuric  acid  (52°  Baume)  stood  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  50  to  55  kopeks  per  pood,  naked,  in  Moscow  ; 
but  in  March  a  contract  over  the  year  was  made  with  a  large  local 
factory  at  48  kopeks.  This  low  price  is  accounted  for  by  a  change 
in  the  method  of  one  of  the  leading  makers,  who  has  adopted 
stamped-iron  drums  in  lieu  of  glass  carboys,  and  the  acid  is 
poured  from  the  cart  direct  into  the  factory  reservoir,  and  then 
raised  by  pumps  to  where  it  is  wanted.  The  whole  margin  of  this 
economy  goes  to  the  user.  Sixty-six  degrees  acid  (oil  of  vitriol)  is 
becoming  a  hopeless  trade  for  Moscow  makers,  as  they  are  now 
only  able  to  serve  those  away  from  the  railway-lines,  and  to  whom 
delivery  can  only  be  effected  by  van  and  in  carboys.  For  such 
supplies  the  price  is  maintained  at  80  to  85  kopeks.  All  the  large 
consumers  are  on  the  railway,  and  obtain  their  supplies  in  tank- 
waggons  from  the  syndicate  outside  Moscow.  The  price  to  these 
is  about  70  kopeks ;  but  in  March  some  yearly  contracts  were 
accepted  at  68  kopeks.  The  syndicate,  which  includes  the  Riga 
and  some  of  the  Polish  and  South  Russian  factories,  is  determined 
to  prevent  the  production  of  sulphuric  acid  in  the  Moscow  district, 
which  practically  amounts  to  stopping  the  whole  chemical  in- 
dustry of  the  said  region.  A  sign  of  this  is  already  apparent,  as 
one  of  the  oldest  and  largest  Moscow  chemical- works  is  deliberat- 
ing whether  to  continue  the  production  of  sulphuric  acid  under 
the  present  abnormal  conditions.  Further  information  as  to  the 
condition  of  the  Russian  chemical-trade  last  year  will  be  found  in 
our  issue  of  April  18,  1903,  page  613. 

JEsculapius  Redivivus. — A  French  pharmaceutical 
journal  states  that  among  the  guests  in  toga  and  psplum  aL. 
Mile.  Madeleine  Lemaire's  select  and  aristocratic  "  G  eek 
Tuesday  "was  Dr.  Pozzi,  the  still  youDg  though  brilliant 
Parisian  doctor,  in  a  superb  costume  as  the  div!ne  sen  of 
Apollo  and  Father  of  Medicine. 
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The  following  statistics  are  compiled  from  information  supplied 
by  public  warehouses.  They  relate  to  the  receipts  and  deliveries 
of  some  of  the  leading  drugs  from  and  into  the  London  public 
warehouses  for  the  month  of  August,  1903,  and  to  the  stocks  on 
August  31, 


August 

Stocks 

1903 

Landed 

Delivd. 

1903 

1902 

Imprtd. 

Delivd. 

Aniseed,  star  ....  cs 

„        bxs  &  tins 
"  Balsams  "  cks,  &c. 

Cardamoms  ..  cs,  &c. 
Cinchona    ....  pkgs 

Dragon's-blood  . .  cs 

Gums — 
Ammoniacum  „ 

Asafetida  ....  ,, 
Bsuzoin    ....  ,, 

Galbanum  „ 

Gamboge  

Guaiacam ....  „ 
Kauri   . .  tons,  net 

Mastich    „ 

Myrrh,  E.I.  . .  „ 
Olibanum ....  „ 
Saudarac  ....  „ 
Tragacauth  ..  ,, 
Ipecacuanha— 
Matto  Grosso  „ 

Minas    „ 

Cartagena....  „ 

Kl:x  vomica.. ..  „ 
Oils— 
*  Aniseed,  star  . .  cs 

Cocoa-nut . . . .  tons 
Olive  ....  cks,  &c. 

Sarsaparilla  ....  bis 

Wax,  bees'  ....  pkgs 
,.   Japan  .  .cs,  &c. 

2,109 

5l 
31 
980 
1,542 

18 

529 

53 
5,104 
1,233 

225 
452 

29 

252 

16 

35 
85 
501 

144 

8 

93 

172 
1? 

625 
35 
90 

616 
4  323 

696 

159 

2 

753 
93 
82 
67 

561 
1,195 
83 
27 
11 

524 

1 

53 
5,702 
731 

19 
198 
4»3 

12 

8 
221 

4 
7 
333 
126 
1,233 

|  107 
13 

10 
9 

43 
201 
9 

6,184 
79 
93 
278 
5,388 
580 
42 

1,012 
7 

14,035 
940 
778 
929 

2,675 

6,767 
533 

1,137 
153 

5,827 

19 
316 
31,623 
8,333 
269 
1,871 
2,473 
3 
35 
45 
782 
151 
9 
103 
2,337 
1.319 
4,044 

(319 
J  lit 
1  249 
{  24 
121 
23 

737 

321 
555 
842 
7 

199,623 
330 
143 
1,418 
18,777 
1,977 
313 

1,710 
7 

13,750 
1,016 

673 
1,445 
2,5  U 
8,971 

753 
1,179 
83 
6,307 

55 

J- 19,526 

12,337 
713 
1,149 
3,043 

53 
42 
885 
185 
14 
105 
3,031 
1,863 
3,057 

J-  667 

|  579 

123 
286 

759 
257 
262 
1,542 
7 

222,547 
330 
199 
1,621 
23,697 
1,703 
242 

1.C96 
2 

10,33  i 
365 
648 
136 
5.403 
9.2  '2 
173 
101 
242 
4,514 

6 

f  933 
1  44,831 
11,535 
534 
2,495 
2,675 

73 
55 
1,645 
16 
27 
172 
4,249 
675 
9,310 

352 

/  250 
\  8 
133 
82 

275 
292 
1,147 
1,519 
59 
13,175 
213 
898 
1,341 
42,323 
3,560 
398 

1,531 

2 

8,517 
852 
495 
597 

4,643 
10,551 
337 
227 
135 

5,136 

22 
1,125 
41,263 
11,873 
460 
1,693 
2,450 

139 
77 
1,573 
37 
26 
132 
2,839 
909 
7,630 

538 

223 
18 
117 
127 

333 
227 
746 
1,814 
64 
33,333 
573 
833 
2,6  l6 
46,619 
2,964 
300 

*  Stocks  lying  at  Smith's  Wharf  and  Brewer's  Quay  are  not  included  in 
this  return. 

t  Includes  the  quantity  at  Red  Lion,  Bull,  and  Smith's  Wharves  ;  also  the 

Docks. 


Lyons  Chemical-trade.— In  reporting  on  the  chemical- 
trade  of  Lyons  during  1902,  the  British  Consul  remarks  that 
the  high  price  of  coal  has  rendered  the  industry  less  profit- 
able than  formerly.  This  was  notably  the  case  in  the 
manufacture  of  phosphorus,  the  export  of  which  fell  from 
135  tons  in  1901  to  89£  tons  in  1902  for  white  phosphorus, 
and  from  63}  tons  to  48|  tons  for  red  phosphorus.  The  only 
works  producing  citric  acid  were  shut  down  during  the  year, 
and  there  is  but  one  factory  in  Lyons  producing  tartaric 
acid.  The  production  of  sulphuric  acid  was  less  active  in 
1902,  the  consumption  of  pyrites  in  that  year  being  422,000 
tons,  against  459,000  tons  in  1901.  A  new  chemical-factory 
(la  Volta),  modelled  and  working  on  the  lines  of  the 
Badische  Anilin  und  Soda  Eabrik,  was  established  during 
the  year.  Phosphate  of  soda  and  oxygenised  water,  which 
are  largely  used  in  dyeing,  are  still  extensively  manufac- 
tured, but  over-production  has  tended  to  lower  the  price  of 
phosphate  of  soda.  Electrolytic  soda  and  bleaching-powder 
have,  after  many  ineffectual  attempts,  made  their  appear- 
ance on  the  Lyons  market  in  relatively  large  quantities,  but 
the  price  of  the  latter  article  has  fallen  nearly  40  per  cent. 


fflMnt. 

Its  Modern  Commercial  Development. 

By  A.  M.  Todd.* 


THE  first  reference  to  the  mints  under  a  name  sugges- 
tive of  "peppermint"  appears  to  be  in  Ray's  ''Synopsis 
Stirpium  Brittanicarum  "  (1636),  Ray's  attention  having  been 
called  to  the  plant  by  Dr.  Eales,  who  had  noticed  it  in 
Hertfordshire.  In  this  work  Ray  describes  it  as  •'  Mentha 
spicis  brevioribus  et  habitorib/is,  foliis,  Mentha  fuscce  sapore 
fervido  piper is,"  and  in  his  "Historia  Plantarum"  (1704)  he 
refers  to  it  as  "  Mentha  palustris  .  .  .  Peper-mint."  After- 
wards Linnasus  gave  it  the  name  "  Mentha  piperita"  by 
which  it  is  now  uaiversally  known.  Ray's  original  specimen 
is  still  in  the  British  Museum,  and  agrees  practically  with 
that  under  cultivation.  Peppermint  also  appears  to  have 
been  grown  on  the  Continent  at  Utrecht,  as  early  as  1771 
having  been  mentioned  by  the  botanist  Gaubius  that  year. 
It  also  was  known  in  Germany,  and  renewed  interest  was 
awakened  in  it  through  the  writings  of  Knigge.  It  became 
first  official  in  the  London  Pharmacopoeia  in  1721  as  "  Mentha 
piperitis  sapore." 

It  is  well  known  that  the  "mints"  have  the  power  of 
modifying  their  botanic  structure  and  the  flavour  of  their 
essential  oil  by  changes  in  soil,  climate,  the  class  of  fer- 
tilisers used,  and  methods  of  cultivation,  and  Mr.  Todd 
mentioned  that  the  Mitcham  peppermint-plants  which  he 
imported  from  England  about  twenty  years  ago  have  already 
commenced  to  show  modifications  in  structure,  and  the 
flavour  of  the  oil  has  in  the  meantime  undergone  a  change 
approximating  more  closely  that  of  the  original  American 
variety. 

Commercial  History. 

The  cultivation  of  peppermint  began  at  Mitcham,  Surrey, 
about  (he  year  1750,  where  at  that  time  only  a  few  acres  of 
ground  were  devoted  to  medicinal  plants.  Fifty  years  later 
the  area  under  cultivation  was  about  one  hundred  acres  ;  but 
the  growers  having  as  jet  erected  no  distilleries,  the  plants 
were  carried  to  London  for  distillation.  The  industry  in 
Erjgland  reached  its  maximum  a  centuiy  after  its  inception, 
the  area  under  cultivation  being  about  five  hundred  acres, 
after  which  it  began  rapidly  to  decline,  owing  to  American 
competition,  being  reduced  during  the  next  fifteen  years  to 
about  two  hundred  and  fifty  acres. 

The  inception  of  the  industry  in  America,  was  in  1816, 
when  Mr.  Burnet  collected  a  quantity  of  plants  on  the  shore 
of  a  stream  in  Wayne  County,  State  of  New  York,  and  dis- 
tilled therefrom  about  40  lbs.  o?  oil.  Erom  this  small 
beginning  the  industry  developed,  until  Wayne  County,  N.Y., 
soon  became  the  chief  peppermint-producing  section  of  the 
world,  and  was  for  many  years  famous  for  the  quality  of  its 
droduct.  In  the  year  1835  the  first  peppermint  was  planted 
in  Michigan,  in  St.  Joseph  County,  on  White  Pigeon  Prairie, 
the  first  distillery  being  erected  the  following  year.  The 
distilleries  first  built  in  Michigan  resembled  those  of  Wayne 
County,  which  in  turn  resembled  those  of  England,  the 
essential  features  being  a  copper  still,  into  which  the 
plants  were  placed,  immersed  in  water,  under  which  a  fire 
was  directly  built,  the  escaping  steam  being  condensed  in  a 
crudely  constructed  worm,  or  condenser.  Many  years  ago 
the  production  of  peppermint  oil  in  Wayne  County,  N.Y., 
was  in  some  years  as  great  as  50,000  lbs.,  but  owing  to  the 
more  favourable  soil  found  in  Michigan  and  our  improve- 
ments in  distilleries  and  methods,  the  production  has  been 
reduced  to  about  5,000  lbs.  Peppermint  was  also  cultivated 
for  seme  years  in  Ohio  and  some  more  southern  States,  but 
in  all  these  States  it  has  been  for  some  years  abandoned. 

In  1846  a  radical  improvement  in  the  form  of  distillery 
was  effected  in  Michigan  by  substituting  for  the  "  copper- 
kettle  still"  large  wooden  vats  with  steam-tight  covers 
operating  upon  hinges,  allowing  them  to  be  opezied  and 
closed  at  pleasure.  A  short  distance  above  the  solid  bottom 
of  the  vat  was  placed  a  perforated  removable  bottom,  upon 
which  the  dried  plants  were  closely  packed,  after  which  the 
cover  was  closed  down,  distillation  being  effected  by  the 

*  Read  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  American  Pharmaceutical 
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ingress  of  steam  under  the  perforated  bottom,  by  means  of 
a  pipe  with  valves  connected  with  a  steam-generating  boiler, 
placed  some  distance  away.  Two  of  these  vats  were  placed 
in  each  distillery.  With  this  improvement  it  was  possible 
to  keep  continuous  fires  in  the  furnace,  also  to  allow  distilla- 
tion to  progress  constantly  and  uniformly,  since  the  ingress 
of  steam  is  regulated  by  valves  and  pressure-gauges.  Under 
the  new  system  the  yield  of  a  single  distillery  increased 
from  15  lbs.  to  about  50  or  70  lbs.  of  oil  per  day,  also  pro- 
ducing a  higher  quality,  since  the  danger  of  forming 
empyreumatic  products  by  direct  contact  with  the  fire  was 
overcome.  The  size  of  the  vats  has  gradually  increased,  and 
in  the  four  newest  distilleries  erected  each  distillery  has  four 
vats,  with  a  capacity  of  about  4,000  lbs.  per  vat  for  each 
charge. 

Peppermint  is  new  most  successfully  grown  on  land  which 
centuries  ago  formed  the  bed  of  ancient  lakes,  in  which 
various  aquatic  plants  grew  luxuriantly,  whose  gradual 
decay  during  many  centuries  formed  a  rich  black  soil  of 
decomposed  vegetation.  After  the  subsidence  of  the  waters, 
trees  of  various  kinds  sprung  up,  so  that  the  lake  bed  often 
became  a  forest.  Additional  soil  was  formed  year  by  year 
by  the  falling  leaves  and  decaying  trees  until  a  thickness 
sometimes  of  over  20  feet  of  soil  was  created.  This  soil  is 
usually  jet  black,  and  extremely  rich  and  fertile.  Lying 
relatively  low,  it  is  necessary  to  thoroughly  drain  it,  which 
involves  much  expense.  At  Campania  Farm  (one  of  Mr. 
Todd's  farms)  it  was  necessary  to  construct  over  ten  miles  of 
■canals  and  ditches,  and  at  Mentha  Farm  there  is  now 
being  constructed  about  fifteen  miles  of  drains,  including  a 
■canal  four  miles  in  length.  Owing  to  the  soft  and  yielding 
nature  of  this  soil  it  is  usually  impossible  for  horses  to  work 
upon  it  during  the  spring  months  or  after  excessive  rains, 
except  they  are  provided  with  "  mud-shoes,"  which  consist 
of  pieces  of  wood  about  1  inch  in  thickness,  9  inches  wide, 
and  11  inches  long,  fastened  by  clamps  under  the  ordinary 
metal  shoes. 

Planting  and  Cultivation. 

The  ground,  having  been  made  ready  by  ploughing  the 
preceding  year,  is  harrowed  early  in  the  spring  to  reduce  it  to 
a  mellow  state,  being  then  marked  with  furrows  about  3  feet 
apart.  Workmen  carry  in  sacks  slung  over  their  shoulders 
a  quantity  of  the  "  root-stocks  "  which  have  been  produced 
from  the  planting  of  the  preceding  year.  These  are  about 
^  inch  in  diameter  and  from  1  foot  to  3  feet  in  length 
when  in  a  healthy  state.  They  are  placed  lengthwise  in 
the  furrow  by  the  workmen,  who  cover  them  with  earth  by 
a  movement  of  the  feet  as  they  walk  astride  the  row. 
With  good  weather  the  plants  appear  above  the  ground 
within  two  weeks,  but  new  plants  continue  to  form  for 
several  weeks  later.  Cultivating  with  horses  begins  within 
a  few  weeks  after  planting,  for  which  purpose  cultivators 
are  used  having  fine  teeth.  These  are  followed  by  men  with 
hoes,  who  remove  the  weeds  and  grass  which  the  cultivators 
have  left.  This  process  is  continued  until  the  plants  have 
become  so  large  as  to  render  cultivation  unnecessary,  which 
■usually  occurs  in  July,  at  which  time  fresh  root-stocks  have 
commenced  to  be  thrown  out,  which  during  August  and 
September  will  entirely  cover  the  ground.  The  crop  thus 
grown  for  the  first  time  is  known  as  "  new  mint."  In  the 
meantime,  the  fields  which  were  planted  the  preceding  year 
have  thrown  up  a  "  second  "  crop,  or  "  old  "  mint,  without  re- 
planting, and,  being  earlier  in  the  ground,  mature  sooner 
than  does  the  "  new."  Harvesting  begins  when  the  plants 
have  approached  maturity,  which  is  indicated  by  the  appear- 
ance of  long  purple  blossoms  at  the  extremities  of  the 
stems,  the  leaves  being  well  charged  with  oil,  and  those 
nearest  the  base  of  the  parent  stalk  beginning  to  turn 
yellow  and  drop  to  the  ground.  It  is  at  this  season  that  the 
plants  produce  the  highest  quality  of  oil. 

Harvesting  and  Distillation. 

To  prepare  for  distillation  the  plants  are  mowed,  and 
allowed  to  dry  in  the  sun  a  little  less  than  hay  is  usually 
dried,  it  being  desirable  that  as  much  "  curing "  shall  be 
dpne  as  may  be  effected  without  the  loss  of  the  leaves  and 
blossoms  in  handling.  Distillation  is  conducted  with  much 
greater  rapidity  and  a  better  quality  of  oil  results  when  the 
plants  are  well  dried ;  but  if  too  dry  a  serious  loss  of  oil 
•occurs  by  abrasion.     It  was  long  supposed  that  a  loss 


occurred  by  diffusion  in  the  atmosphere  through  drying,  on 
which  account  many  growers  drew  the  plants  to  the  distillery 
in  the  green  state,  in  which  condition  it  requires  fully  twice 
the  time  for  the  extraction  of  the  oil,  besides  much  addi- 
tional expense  in  handling  the  extra  weight.  The  longer 
steaming  also  injures  the  quality  by  depositing  resin  in  the 
oil,  extracted  from  the  stems. 

The  plants  having  been  properly  dried  are  drawn  to  the 
distillery  and  are  placed  at  once  in  the  distilling-vats.  If 
well  dried,  and  a  sufficient  supply  of  steam  is  passed  through 
them,  distillation  may  be  effected  in  from  thirty  to  forty 
minutes  ;  but  in  the  case  of  undried  plants  or  those  upon 
which  cold  rains  have  fallen,  two  hours  is  frequently  re- 
quired. Steam  is  admitted  at  the  bottom  of  the  vats,  the 
constant  pressure  forcing  it  upward  through  the  plants.  The 
heat  expands  and  ruptures  the  oil-cells,  and  the  oil  being 
thus  carried  away  with  the  steam,  passes  through  the  con- 
densers, flowing  thence  into  a  receiver,  where  separation 
occurs  by  gravity.  Harvesting  and  distillation  are  effected 
in  America  during  August  and  September.  The  yield  of 
essential  oils  varies  greatly.  With  plants  well  supplied  with 
leaves  and  blossoms  and  under  favourable  conditions  of 
weather,  9  to  10  lbs.  oil  from  1,000  lbs.  of  plants  has  been 
obtained;  but  with  unfavourable  conditions  less  than  lib. 
The  year  1902  having  been  exceedingly  unfavourable,  the 
yield  of  oil  was  the  smallest  for  many  years. 

A  fair  estimate  of  the  average  annual  production  and  con- 
sumption of  American  peppermint  oil  may  be  placed  at 
200,000  lbs.  per  annum,  although  it  is  estimated  by  some  at 
a  higher  figure.  It  is  certain  that  the  amount  sold  as  "  oil 
of  peppermint "  is  much  greater  than  the  quantity  named, 
being  increased  by  adulteration. 
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COUNCIL-MEETING. 

THE  Council  met  at  67  Lower  Mount  Street,  Dublin,  on 
Wednesday,  September  2,  at  3  p.m.  The  President 
(Mr.  George  D.  Beggs)  took  the  chair,  and  the  other 
members  of  the  Council  who  attended  were  Messrs.  Wells, 
Vincent  Johnston,  John  Smith,  J.  Edgar  Connor  (Newry), 
Doig,  White  (Sligo),  Watson,  Professor  Tichborne,  and 
P.  Kelly. 

The  Ballinasloe  Prosecutions. 

A  letter  from  the  District  Inspector  of  the  Royal  Irish 
Constabulary  announced  that  the  summonses  against  Messrs. 
Laurence  Conroy  and  Thomas  B.  Hibbets  for  selling  sheep- 
dip  containing  poison,  without  being  qualified  to  do  so,  had 
been  dismissed  without  prejudice. 

A  report  of  the  Law  Committee  recommended  that  Mr. 
Clay,  the  Solicitor  to  the  Council,  should  be  instructed  to 
issue  fresh  summonses. 

The  President  said  he  was  sure  the  members  were 
astonished  at  the  result  of  those  prosecutions.  Professor 
Tichborne  was  there  and  was  not  listened  to — he  was  told 
to  stand  aside.  The  Magistrates  held  that  the  articles 
were  "patent  medicines,"  and  that  anybody  could  sell  a 
patent  medicine  whether  it  contained  poison  or  not. 

Mr.  Smith  :  The  police  instituted  the  proceedings,  and  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  were  not  professionally  represented. 

Mr.  Wells  said  that  when  they  had  had  cases  which  they 
believed  a  sergeant  of  police  would  be  well  able  to  conduct, 
they  had  always  asked  the  sergeant  of  the  district  to  do  so  ; 
but  in  some  cases  the  sergeants  had  written  to  them  asking 
them  to  send  professional  assistance.  In  a  case  which 
occurred  some  years  ago  the  sergeant  wrote  for  assistance. 
They  told  him  in  reply  that  from  their  previous  experience 
of  him  they  believed  him  to  be  perfectly  competent  to  con- 
duct the  case  ;  and  he  wrote  back  thanking  them  and  saying 
that  personally  he  felt  quite  competent  to  conduct  the  case, 
but  that  the  Bench  would  be  packed,  and  that  unless  they 
had  a  good  solicitor  they  would  lose  their  case.  They  sent 
down  a  solicitor,  and  he  won  the  case.  In  the  prosecutions 
now  in  question  two  of  the  Magistrates  advocated  the  defen- 
dants' case.  One  of  the  defendants  did  not  appear  at  all, 
but  a  letter  was  handed  to  the  Magistrates  from  him  which 
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they  perused  but  did  not  read  out ;  and  though  that  defen- 
dant had  no  professional  representative  they  dismissed  the 
case  against  him  without  going  into  it  at  all,  on  the  ground 
that  the  article  was  a  patent  medicine.  Then  Professor 
Tichborne  rose  and  tried  to  point  out  that  the  sheep-dip  was 
not  a  patent  medicine,  but  they  would  not  listen  to  him  and 
ordered  him  to  stand  aside. 

Mr.  White  :  In  my  opinion  these  cases  should  be  brought 
into  the  King's  Bench  at  once.  Fresh  summonses  would  not 
cost  the  defendants  much,  but  King's  Bench  proceedings 
entail  a  lot  of  expense  ;  and  I  think  that  you  would  have  very 
little  trouble  in  quashing  those  decisions  in  the  King's 
Bench.  The  decision  of  that  Court  would  be  a  guide  for  the 
future,  and  the  expense  would  frighten  people. 

Mr.  Wells  :  If  we  go  to  the  King's  Bench  they  will  order 
the  Magistrates  to  hear  the  cases  again. 

Mr.  White  :  They  will  order  the  Magistrates  to  hear  them, 
and  they  will  leave  them  to  pay  costs. 

Mr.  Wells  :  Unfortunately,  our  experience  in  the  past  has 
been  that  we  have  never  got  our  costs.  In  every  case  that 
we  took  to  the  King's  Bench  we  have  had  to  pay  our  own 
costs. 

Mr.  White  :  If  you  issue  fresh  summonses  it  will  be  only 
child's  play.    Deal  with  them  in  a  determined  spirit. 

The  President  :  It  is  a  case  in  which  we  should  not 
spare  expense.  It  is  a  strong  case,  and  we  have  right  on  our 
side. 

Mr.  Wells  :  I  go  farther,  and  say  that  we  should  report 
the  cases  to  the  Lord  Chancellor.  But  as  regards  the  police, 
they  have  conducted  many  of  our  cases  successfully. 

Professor  Tichborne  said  that  when  he  sought  to  point 
out  to  the  Magistrates  that  sheep-dip  was  not  a  patent 
medicine,  and  that  the  cases  did  not  come  under  Clause  31 
of  the  Pharmacy  Act,  the  Magistrates  said  they  would  not 
hear  him  on  questions  of  law. 

After  further  discussion,  it  was  decided  that  the  Law 
Committee  should  take  the  advice  of  Mr.  Clay  as  to  the 
course  to  be  taken. 

Agriculture  Claims. 

Mr.  J.  Smith  brought  under  the  notice  of  the  Council 
forms  of  application  to  the  Department  of  Agriculture  and 
Technical  Instruction  in  Ireland  for  grants,  with  a  view  to 
the  consideration  by  the  Council  as  to  whether  they  would 
apply  for  a  grant.  The  Department  were  recognising  and 
aiding  schools  that  were  not  as  well  entitled  to  it  as  the 
Society's  School,  and  they  had  already  intimated  that  they 
would  recognise  the  Society's  licentiates  as  teachers.  He 
thought  that  at  all  events  the  Council  should  put  in  an 
application,  with  a  view  to  obtaining  all  the  information 
they  could  on  the  subject,  and  he  moved  that  a  form  of 
application  be  filled  up. 

Mr.  Wells  seconded  the  motion.  If  they  did  not  send 
in  their  application  now  they  would  be  too  late.  By  making 
it  they  would  get  officially  into  touch  with  the  Department, 
and  if,  after  they  had  got  full  information  on  the  matter, 
they  should  find  that  a  connection  with  the  Department 
would  not  work  satisfactorily  for  their  school,  they  would  not 
be  bound  to  proceed  farther. 

After  some  discussion, 

The  President  said  they  were  all  agreed  that  an  applica- 
tion should  be  sent  in.  They  would  get  the  papers  back  at 
the  end  of  another  month,  and  then  they  would  be  able  to 
form  an  opinion  as  to  whether  it  would  be  advisable  to  carry 
the  matter  further.  When  information  arrived  it  would  be 
well  to  have  a  special  meeting  of  the  Schools  Committee 
convened.  The  thanks  of  the  Council  were  due  to  Mr.  Smith 
for  the  inquiries  he  had  made  and  the  trouble  he  had  taken 
in  the  matter.    (Hear  hear.) 

Other  Business. 

On  the  motion  of  the  President,  seconded  by  Professor 
Tichborne,  Messrs.  Smith  and  Watson  were  appointed 
scrutineers  of  the  ballot  for  the  forthcoming  elections. 

On  the  motion  of  the  President,  secondad  by  Mr.  John- 
ston, Mr.  B.  Collis,  32  North  Circular  Koad,  Dublin,  and  Mr. 
P.  J.  D.  Fielding,  80  Patrick  Street,  Cork,  were  elected 
members  of  the  Society. 

Other  business  having  been  disposed  of, 

The  Council  adjourned. 


OCTOBER  EXAMINATIONS. 

Applications  for  admission  to  the  following  examinations 
should  be  lodged  with  the  Registrar  by  eleven  o'clock  A.M. 
on  the  respective  dates  at  latest :  Preliminary  examination 
on  Tuesday,  22nd  instant ;  Pharmaceutical  Assistants' 
examination  on  Monday,  28th  instant ;  Registered  Druggists' 
examination  on  Tuesday,  29th  instant;  Pharmaceutical 
Licence  examination  on  Wednesday,  30th  instant. 


flfceMcal  ©leanings. 


Mist.  Ol.  Ricini. 
Most  children  take  the  following  well  when  castor  oil, 
always  a  safe  purgative,  is  indicated  : 

01.  ricini   3j. 

Glycerini   §j. 

01.  gaultherise  nyx. 

M.  et  sig. :  A  teaspoonf ul  to  a  tablespoonful,  according  to  age. 
Shake  well. 

The  addition  of  the  wintergreen  oil  and  glycerin,  accord- 
ing to  Little,  in  the  Brooldyn  Medical  Journal,  makes  the 
mixture  quite  palatable,  while  the  glycerin  assists  the 
purgative  action. 

Bronchitis-mixture. 
For  a  cough  due  to  bronchitis,  and  not  to  an  irritated 
stomach,  the  following  has  been  found  efficacious  as  an 
expectorant : 

Ammon.  chlorid  5ss. 

Mist,  glycyrrhizce  co.         ...       ...  Jij. 

M.  et  sig. :  Half  to  one  teaspoonful  every  two  or  three  hours, 
according  to  age.    Shake  well. 

Should  a  syrupy  mixture  be  called  for,  especially  one  in 
which  codeine  is  to  be  used  and  its  taste  concealed,  the 
vehicle  may  be  equal  parts  of  syrup  of  tolu  and  syrup  of 
raspberry  and  water  2  parts. — Brooldyn  Medical  Journal. 

Pollantin  in  Hat-fever. 

Some  successful  results  of  the  use  of  Professor  Dunbar's 
serum  in  cases  of  hay-fever  are  reported.  One  medical  man 
states  in  the  B.M.J,  that  he  used  it  hypodermically  on  him- 
self and  on  one  patient.  "  I  began,"  he  writes,  "  with 
injecting  3  minims  of  the  serum  (pollantin),  obtained  from 
Burroughs  Wellcome  &  Co.,  into  my  left  forearm  " ;  then 
followed  injections  of  5,  10,  and,  lastly,  15  minims,  which 
he  repeated  several  times.  It  was  found  that  the  treatment 
was  highly  successful  as  regards  the  catarrhal  symptoms, 
but  the  injections  produced  local  swelling,  redness,  soreness, 
and  itching,  with  considerable  pain  and  tenderness. 


A  B.P.C.  Snapshot:  Who  are  thsy? 


